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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


TWO FRENCH ENGINEERS KIDNAPPED BY IRAQI COMMUNISTS 


French Intervention Sought 
Paris LE MONDE in French 26 Sep 81 p 40 
/AFP despatch/ 


ftext/ Two French engineers working for SOGREAH, a French firm specializing 
in dam building and irrigation, together with their Iraqui driver, were kid- 
napped in Iraq on 22 July by members of the Iraqi Communist Party. The 
party's Central Military Bureau (PCBMC) disclosed the act in a communique 
published in Beirut on Thursday 24 September. 


In the communique the PCBMC states that the two French engineers, Maurice 
Harlet, 43, and Guy Maure, 39, were taken hostage between Baghdad and Kir- 
kuk in northern Iraq, that they are "in excellent health and very well 
treated," and that their families may contact them through the International 
Red Cross Committee. 


The PCBMC, in its communique, asks France to use its "influence with the 
Iraqi regime to obtain liberation of political prisoners in Iraq." It 
stresses that release of the engineers will "depend on the efforts made by 
all concerned to induce the Iraqi regime to accede to our demands." 


Upon questioning, a SOGREAH official refused to make any comment. 

Publicity Alarms Victims' Families 
Paris LE MONDE in French 28 Sep 81 p 4 
fPespatch by Grenoble correspondent Claude Francillon/ 
[text/ The communique by the Iraqi CP's Central Military Bureau, a bodcy not 
recognized by the Baghdad government, was no surprise to SOGREAH officials, 
or to representatives of the Grenoble firm's personnel, who since mid-August 
had known what faction of the Iraqi opposition was behind the kidnapping of 


two local engineers: Maurice Harlay, 39, and Guy More sic/, 43 (LE MONDE, 
26 September). 














h an unofficial contact established in mid-August with Paris repre- 

es of the Iraqi opposition, the identity of the kidnappers was 
earned. Three letters, moreover, dated 3 and 9 August and mailed from the 
agi city of Rizaiyeh on 14 August, reached the hostages' families on the 
+h 


a) 
=) 


b 
er © 
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th and 29th. The two engineers told in detail of their kidnapping on 28 
aly as they were carrying out a final mission in the Kirkuk region of nor- 
thern Iraq, where for 20 years SOGREAH has been working on extensive Euphra- 
tes hydroeagricultural installations. They also explained that they were 
"guests" of the PCBMC, and indicated that they were in a pocket of Iran 
[sic/ controlled by the Kurds. 


OO hy 


In two later letters, dated 6 Sevtember and reaching Grenoble 5 days ago, 
Harlay and More merely gave details as to their state of health, which 
they described as satisfactory. 


At SOGREAH, it is indicated that security problems have existed for several 
months concerning persons working in Iraq. Prior kidnappings have included 
Indians, Britons, Lebanese, and West Germans. The latter were taken by the 
Iranian PDK ‘Kurdish Democratic Party/ on 8 June, 1981, in the same region 
as the French engineers. They were freed in late August following transac- 
tions, particularly financial, between the Government of the Federal Republic 
of Germany and the kidnappers. As for the kidnapped Britons, it appears 
that as of the first of this year they were still being held. 


Intil publication of tne Iraqi Communist Party's communique the management 
of SOGREAH, representatives of its employee-management committee, and the 
families of the two engineers all considered that silence and discretion 
were the surest means of finding a solution to this delicate problem. "The 
ICP's message henceforth renders this incident much more alarming than we 
imagined at the outset," said a representative of SOGREAH's personnel. 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


FATAH OFFICIAL RECEIVES STRUGGLE Oj;tGANIZATION 
NC211037 (Clandestine) Voice of Palestine in Arabic 0645 GMT 21 Oct 81 


[Text] Last night, Brother Abu Hatim, member of the Revolutionary Council and 
the official responsible for Fatah foreign relations, received the delegation 
of the organization of solidarity [as heard] of the peoples of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America under the organization's president (Melga Hernandez). 


The meeting was attended by the Cuban ambassador in Damascus and the Cuban 
charge d'affaires in Beirut. During the meeting discussions were held on the 
current political developments, the organization's role of support for the 
struggle of the three continents" peoples and the relations between the PLO 
and the organization. 


The delegation of the organization of the struggle [as heard] of the peoples 
of Asia, Africa and Latin America arrived in Beirut yesterday for meetings 
and discussions with the PLO and the Lebanese national movement aimed at 
strengthening bilateral relations. 


Brother Abu Hatim also met with Hungarian charge d'affaires in Lebanon 
(Comrade Gyorgy Osko). During the meeting, which was attended by the PLO 
representative in Hungary, the current situation in the area in light of the 
present conditions and the strengthening of Hungarian-Palestinian relations, 
were discussed, 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


JORDANIAN-IRAQI FREIGHT COMPANY--An agreement was signed yesterday in Amman form- 
ing a joint Jordanian-Iraqi air freight company with capital of 20 million dinars. 
The agreement to form the company was signed for the Iraqis by Husayn Hayawi, head 
of the State Organization for Civil Aviation, and for the Jordanians by Ghazi 
Rakan, general director of civil aviation. The agreement specifies that the com- 
pany be an independent corporate entity with financial and administrative inde- 
pendence. The new company will operate on a number of international routes 
between the Middle East and Europe and the Middle East and Africa and the Ameri- 
cas, in accordance with the shipping rights obtained by the air freight company 
with the support and aid of the organizing members and their governments. The 
agreement welcomed the affiliation of any Arab country with this company, which 

is to be called the Arab Air Freight Company, and left the door open for any 

Arab national air company to join this company, which is considered a model of 
Arab cooperation because of the vital and increasing importance of air freight 

to economic development. [Text] [Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 21 Aug 81 

pp 1, 11) 7587 
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ALGERIA 


SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF ISLAMIC MEETING 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 4 Oct 81 p 14 


[Text7 Algiers (APS)--The Superior Islamic Council and the leaders 

of the Ministry of Religious Affairs (leading directors, main and 
wilaya inspectors) held a joint meeting last Thursday at the 

Algiers Islamic Cultural Center under the chairmanship of Abderrahmane 
Chibane, minister of religious affairs. 


This meeting was devoted to the discussion of questions about relig- 
ious life, namely the cpening of the school year in institutions for 
training religious leaders, the mission of the mosque, the role of 

the imam, continuing education, religious guidance anc the teaching of 
the Koran. 


The minister of religious affairs made an orientation speech at the 
beginning of the meeting in which he emphasized the importance of the 
items listed on the meeting's agenda and provided explanations about 
the Islamic sciences sections introduced in some secondary schools 
and about the government's decision to start an Islamic education 
branch in certain Algerian universities, while awaiting the opening 
of the Islamic University, now being completed. 


Chibane stressed the regular training of religious leaders with modern 
techniques and the teaching of the Koran with scientific and audio- 
visual methods. 


The minister of religious affairs then emphasized the cultural, educa- 
tional and guiding role of the mosque and the imam's responsibility 

to make the mosque a center of cultural influence and a bond of union 
of compassion and fraternity. 


It is in the light of these principles that the participants began 
the examination of the items on this reeting's agenda. 


The participants thus reviewed the situation which prevails in the 
religious field in the various wilayas, on the basis of the 
operations of the main inspectors and those of the wilaya. 




















After having discussed this situation and proceeded to analyze it, 
the participants agreed to note the following: 


They welcome the initiative taken by some secondary schools to open 
sections for teaching Islamic sciences and want such endeavors to 
iacrease on the basis of needs and opportunities. 


They observe with satisfaction and respect the government's decision 
to open sections for Islamic teaching in universities, while awaiting 
the completion of the Islamic University. 


They encourage the imams and religious leaders to strive to improve 
the level of their sermons, concentrating on subjects useful to be- 
lievers in their daily, family and social life and to protect the 
mosques from the actions and misconduct of some ignorant persons. 


They invite persons with educational skills--in agreement with 

the wilayas' inspectors of religious affairs--to increase in the 
mosques the courses and scientific lectures which make a useful con- 
tribution to the training of religious leaders and the enlightenment 
of the masses of believers. Such an activity would allow the mosque 
to become a center of influence for genuine Islamic thought and be a 
source of support for good moral conduct and serious and productive 
work. 


They emphasize the urgency of recruiting reciters of the Koran and 
distributing them throughout all the wilayas according to need 
and in the interest of creating regional balance. 


They also encourage the use of modern methods to teach the Koran and 
inculcate its principles in the minds of the coming generation. 


Laghouat: The Islamic Council Reacts 


On completing their work, the participants in the meeting submitted 
two detailed reports on the regrettable incidents which recently took 
place in the town of Laghouat. 


The vice president of the Islamic Superior Council, submitting the 
first report, referred to the background of these incidents and pointed 
out the efforts made by the Ministry of Religious Affairs in collab- 
oration with the local authorities to provide the best solution for 
them. He declared that the main purpose of the instigator of these 
incidents and his supporters is summarized as follows: 


a) To divert young people from their studies in intermediate and 
secondary education. 


b) To persuade citizens to restrict their daily diet to dates and 
milk alone and to walk barefoot. 








c) To induce citizens to refuse to say the prayer behind any iman 
who would not be theirs. This leads them to attack and drive away 
the imam appointed by the Ministry of Religious Affairs, thus defying 
the law and the desires of the believers. 


A member of the Superior Islamic Council who was ordered by the 
Ministry of Religious Affairs to investigate the matter on the spot 
indicated that the local authorities handled the situation with the 
greatest calm. However, we must lament the loss of a policeman 
treacherously stabbed to death. The victim leaves innocent children 
without a father. 


The participants learned with amazement about this act which is 
foreign to our traditions and principles of toleration of our relig- 
ion which forbids all types of aggression and especially when it is 
directed at believers. 


Protect the Security of Mosque: 


The participants in this meeting have agreed that: those who have 
committed this heinous crime against religion and the fatherland are 
only ignorant adventurers who are attempting to carry out some doubt- 
ful schenes opposed to our religious faith, the interests of Algeria 
and the Islamic nation. To do it, they took advantage of the sim- 
plicity of some young people as well as their kin and neighbors, all 
adolescents. 


B, They vigorously denounce all behavior based on a misinterpreta- 
tion of Islam used as a means to spread a false belief, impose a 
false "leadership,” stir up destructive disturbances and desecrate 4 
holy place. 


C. They demand that the ministry put an end to all terroristic 
activity within the abodes of Allah so that the believers can fulfill 
their religious obligations in all security and quiet and receive 
Islamic teaching in an atmosphere of serenity and positive influence 
on one hand and see to it that dignity and respect are guaranteed 
those who work in the religious sector: preachers, imams and 
muezzins. 


D. They are pleased with the discretion with which the security 
forces, the local authorities and the community of believers have 
confronted the behavior of these trouble makers, which has made it 
possible to avoid even more serious consequences. 


E. They honor the memory of the policeman brother who made the 
supreme sacrifice for his faith and his fatherland. They send their 
heart-felt condolences to the family of the deceased, his children 
and his colleagues in national security and ask God the all powerful 
to grant him his mercy and his family, courage and resignation. 














F. They ask the imams and the religious community to permanently 
guard the security of the abodes of Allah so they may not be subject 
to despicable actions and to preserve their sacred character and 
inviolability. They ask the preachers and the imams to intensify 
their efforts in the field of religious guidance so as to bar the 
way to ignorant persons. 


We pray God to protect the advances of our country towards progress 
and prosperity in the framework of our Arabo-Islamic orthodoxy. 


8490 
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EGYPT 


NPUG LEADER COMMENTS ON NATIONAL UNITY 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 24 Aug 81 p 3 


‘Article: "Leftist Party Calls for Establishment of National Committee 

To Defend Liberties; National Unity Conference To Terminate Sectarian Sedi- 
tion; Khalid Muhi al-Din Says, 'There Was in Fact a Plan To Ruin My Visit 
to al-Qusiyah' "| 


(‘Text ] Khalid Muhi al-Din, the secretary general of the Grouping party 
announced at the party's political conference, which was held last week, 
that the next stage will see the opposition become engaged in strong acti- 
vity. Muhi al-Din said that the methods which the majority party is resor- 
ting to for the purpose of liquidating the opposition will increase the 
opposition's strength and will enhance its role. 


The secretary general of the Grouping party affirmed that recent develop- 
ments of events in the bar association, in al-Zawiyah al-Hamra', in Shubra 
and in the People's Assembly must be utilized to intensify the opposition's 
activities among the public. This is because it has recently been estab- 
lished that the grassroots want to hear the opinions of the opposition and 
want to respond to them. 


Khalid Muhi al-Din called for the need to expedite the formation of a new 
committee that would defend liberties on a national scale. This committee 
would replace the bar association's committee whose activity has been sus- 
pended. He said, "Although the National party government has succeeded in 
dissolving the board of the bar association and has eliminated a strong 
seat for the opposition, the members of the board of the bar association 
can join the new committee and take part in the political and professional 
activity ot detending [people's] liberties. They can do so by opposing 
unfair laws, adopting the causes of democracy and freedom and defending 
opposition groups." 


The secretary general of the Grouping party also called for a national 
unity conference to be convened to discuss the sectarian crisis and deter- 
mine how it is to be brought to an end. He called for the formation of 

a conference steering committee that would contact the various members 

of the opposition and of the enlightened Muslim and Christian religious 














movements. These people would participate in that conference and propose 
solutions that would confront the phenomenon of religious fanaticism which 
has become extremely prevalent recently. 


He said, "If the government is accusing the opposition of exploiting the 

sectarian crisis, we are saying that the opposition had no choice but to 

announce its opinion and to hold the government responsible for those who 
perpetrated those events. 


"On the other hand, this crisis makes it incumbent upon our party to estab- 
lish a presence and a role that promotes awareness through effective politi- 
cal action." 


Khalid Muhi al-Din commented on the People's Assembly resolution to strip 
Ahmad Farghali [of his membership in the association}. 


He said, "We reject a policy of intervention in organizations. It is truly 
shametul that the People's Assembly adopted this resolution even though it 
did not take the smallest measure with the representative Rashad 'Uthman, a 
member of the National Democratic party, despite the charges that have been 
made against him. But a mere word stated at a press conference causes its 
speaker to be expelled from the board [of the bar association] regardless 
of the truth or falsehood of this statement. There was in fact a plan to 
spoil my visit to al-Qusiyah." 


He referred to the public sector development bill and described it as an 
attempt to sell and liquidate the public sector. He said the bill makes 
action necessary so that all the measures, and laws that have been prepared 
for that purpose can be opposed. He added that there was a severe economic 
crisis despite the noticeable improvement in the country's financial 
situation as a result of increased revenues from the Suez Canal and from 
oil and as a result of Egyptians' savings abroad. However, instead of 
channeling these increases into real development, they have been channeled 
into consumption and have also been swallowed up by the food crises which 
have grown worse in recent days. 


8592 
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EGYPT 


SOCIALIST LIBERALS COMMENT ON RELATIONS WITH UNITED STATES 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic No 159, 10 Aug 81 pp 1, 2 


_Editorial by Mustafa Kamil Murad: "The Opposition's Opinion: Obligations 
and Aid" | 


_Text] After meeting President al-Sadat in Washington, President Reagan 
stated that the United States was committed to helping Egypt. It is the 

opinion of AL-AHRAR that if this statement is an indication of anything 

at all, it indicates the following: 


First, President al-Sadat's historic visit to the United States was a 
success, aS we expected, especially since this was the first meeting for 
the two presidents after President Reagan assumed his constitutional powers. 


Second, the principle of mutual interests between the two countries has 
become an actual fact. 


Third, President al-Sadat affirmed that the Camp David accords will be 
put into effect as the practical instrument for establishing peace in the 
area. 


Fourth, the fact that due to Saudi Arabia's efforts the PLO complied with 
the United States' request to cease fire in Lebanon is a new phenomenon 
worthy of interest. President al-Sadat referred to it in the speech he 
delivered to the Council of Foreign Relations in New York. 


Fifth, President al-Sadat established himself as the undisputed leader 

of peace in the area, affirming his willingness to make maximum efforts to 
achieve a just and comprehensive peace in the area. [He emphasized that ] 
he believed in Egypt's role to protect the peace, to push the wheel of 
development in the Arab and Islamic region forward and to oppose any agg- 
ression that may come from abroad on the countries of the area. 


For all this the liberal party expects close cooperation [in the efforts] 
fur peace and development between Egypt and the United States. This 
requires a new strategy from the United States and from Egypt so that the 
humane goals which were announced by President al-Sadat and supported by 
the United States can be achieved. 
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[It is our opinion that this requires the following from the United States: 


-~-Unof ficial negotiations with the leaders of the PLO are to begin so that 
mutua! recognition between the PLO and Israel can be established in the 
context of the Camp David accords. 


--The United States is to make further efforts to persuade Israel to sit 
with the leaders of the PLO and to carry out the Camp David accords. This 
includes implementing the autonomy and providing U.S. aid to the West Bank 
and Gaza so that deveiopment can be advanced in these areas that have been 
suffering from poverty for a long time. 


-~-The United States and the Soviet Union are to increase their efforts to 
rejuvenate the policy of detente so that Syria can be persuaded to partici- 
pate in the Camp David accords. This would bring about the withdrawal [of 
Israeli torces] trom the Golan in return for Syria's withdrawal from 
Lebanon. It would provide support for the national government in Lebanon 
and prevent foreign interventions in Lebanon's affairs. 


-~-The United States is to increase its efforts to meet with King Husayn 
and with the leaders of Kuwait and the Gulf emirates. The presence of 
Syrian forces in Lebanon is considered a pressure factor on the PLO and on 
Jordan that threatens them and prevents them from accepting the Camp David 
accords. Therefore, the most important role the United States can play will 
be primarily its role with the Soviet Union and with Syria. 


~-The United States is to increase its efforts to approve a comprehensive 
aid program for the area, and chiefly for the Arab Republic of Egypt, which 
is considered the basic foundation of both peace and democracy in this 
area. Egypt is playing the principal role in bringing about peace to the 
area and protecting it from any foreign intervention. 


AL-AHRAR had previously referred to U.S. aid for Egypt in a previous 
article. We summarized this aid [as follows]: 


Aid from the United States, from Western Europe and from Japan is to be 
increased from 1.7 billion dollars annually to 4 billion dollars annually 
for a period of 10 years. This aid is to be distributed as follows: 


--1 billion for housing. 

--i billion for utilities. 

-~-2 billion for plant renovation and development. 

~-500 million |dollars] in ready cash in the form of long term deposits 

to provide the necessary cash flow to implement the comprehensive develop- 


ment program. 


We advise the United States to deliver this aid in the form of "turn key 
projects" that are carried out by U.S., European and Japanese firms with 
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100 percent financing by western banks guaranteed by the [respective] 
government. Egypt is to be obligated to pay back these funds in a period 
of 40 years, with a grace period of 10 years, at an interest rate of not 
more than 1 percent. 


This is the practical way by which U.S. and western aid for Egypt and for 
other countries of the area can be implemented, since this way would 
realize the following benefits: 


First, it will increase the western world's exports to Egypt and to the 
countries of the area. 


Second, U.S. and western firms will profit as a result of the implementa- 
tion of this major program. 


Third, the U.S. treasury and the treasuries of western countries will have 
new sources of revenue as a result of the taxes they will collect from 
these firms. 


Fourth, western technology will be transferred to Egypt and to the coun- 
tries of the area. Workers and local experts will be employed in these 
projects, and this will help develop technology and management in Egypt 
and in the countries of the area. 


This is the aid and these are the obligations that AL-AHRAR [thinks are 


necessary] to achieve a strategy of peace in one of the most important 
areas of the world--the Arab area. Will President Reagan heed [our advice}? 
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EGYPT 


SOCIAL LIBERALS EXPRESS OPINIONS ON POLITICAL FREEDOM 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic No 148, 25 May 81 p 1 


Editorial by Mustafa Kamil Murad: "The Opposition's Opinion: Political 
Freedoms" | 


Text] The Socialist Liberal party believes in freedom, full freedom, 

for the country and for the citizen. This is because we are free to express 
our opinions and proclaim cur ideas. We also believe in the socialism that 
issues from our land, and we are intent on being liberal in our practices 
SO aS to support democracy and affirm the gains of the toiling classes 

of working people. 


The program of the Socialist Liberal party is built on firm foundations. 
The most important of these are: 


--Islamic law is the principal source for the constitution and the law. 


~-Political freedoms are to be revived in an affirmation of freedom of 
thought, of opinion, of worship and of the right to assemble. 


-~-The president's and the vice president's positions as well as all prin- 
cipal positions in the country are to be filled by [popular] vote. 


~-The public sector is to be developed and strengthened; its investments 
are to be concentrated in heavy and strategic industries. 


-~-In the context of the development plan private capital is to be free to 
make investments in all areas without engaging in exploitation. 


-~-Monopoly is to be rejected; competition between the public and the pri- 
vate sector is to be revived; and individual incentives are to be 
encouraged. 


-~-Labor and professional associations are to be strengthened and developed 


so as to give them the right to engage in collective bargaining to set 
wages and to tie wages to production. 
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--The rights of workers and farmers are to be affirmed, and the minimum 
wage is to be increased so as to keep it in step with the rising cost of 
living. 


--The courts are to be independent and to have their own budget. The 
Supreme Court is to be chaired by a judge who is a member of that court and 
who is elected |by his colleagues]. 


--The press is to be free; its leaders are not to be appointed by the execu- 
tive authority; and the media are to be independent and not subject to 
the government. 


--Ministers are to be politicians. Most of them should be members of the 
People's Assembly with experience in political activity. They are to have 
personally experienced and sensed the problems of the public. 


The program of the Socialist Liberal party supports the continuing develop- 
ment of the sound application of democratic socialist [ideas]. Such applica- 
tion is based on experience; it is responsive to the demands of the toiling 
masses; it narrows the differences between classes; and it provides pros- 
perity to the people. 


Socialist liberals reject reactionaries in all forms. They emphasize that 
they are at the forefront of Liberal democratic socialist thought which 
Stays in step with domestic and foreign changes. They do not accept back- 
wardness or inertia, and they reject [the notion of] hero worship and the 
reiteration of slogans. 


The Socialist Liberal party relies on political freedoms as a secondary 
source of authority after Islamic law. 


The party believes that these freedoms can only be revived by giving the 
people the right to select the president and his vice president by popular 
vote, not by referendum or appointment. The same applies to all the prin- 
cipal positions in the country so that the dangers of appointing people to 
these positions can be avoided. The legislative authority should be vested 
in two assemblies so that sound laws can be realized. Freedom to think, 
freedom of opinion and freedom of worship; respect for all divine 
religions; and an affirmation of citizens' right to assemble to express 
their opinions can only come about under the auspices of a democratic dia- 
logue that takes place within the party and with other political parties 
inside the country and abroad. The press and the media are to be free. 

The existence of an independent court system over which no one exercises 
authority protects liberals in their practice of these freedoms and guaran- 
tees them safety in expressing their opinions. 
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EGYPT 


MUMTAZ NASSAR DISCUSSES BAR ASSOCIATION 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 27 Jul 81 p 4 


/Article by Attorney Mumtaz Nassar: "The Fact-Finding Committee and the 
Bar Association" | 


[Text] The president of the P2ople's Assembly received a letter from the 
president asking the assembly to investigate actions by some members of the 
board of directors of the bar association. [It was alleged] that the board 
was forcing the association to become involved in matters which, in the 
president's opinion, do not come under the scope of proper action for a 
professional association. In the president's opinion the association had 
assumed positions that were contrary to public interests and incompatible 
with the national consensus. 


The People's Assembly decided to turn this letter over to its general com- 
mittee. After the committee discussed the matter, it issued a decision to 
make a recommendation to the assembly to approve the formation of a fact- 
finding committee, acting on the basis of the provisions of articles 218 
and 219 of the assembly's bylaws. 


The assembly approved the formation of this committee with Mr Muhammad 
'Abd-al-Hamid Radwan, vice president of the assembly, as its chairman and 
representatives Hafiz Badawi, Albert Barsum Salamah, Mukhtar Hani and Dr 
Muhammad Kamil Laylah, Dr Hilmi al-Hadidi, Dr Suhayr al-Qalamawi and Dr 
Mustata al-Sa'id as members. 


This committee did meet several times, and it prepared its report and sub- 
mitted it to the assembly. The committee concluded in that report that 

the board of the Bar Association had assumed shameful positions at meetings 
that took place within the association and abroad; that it had assumed 
positions which were incompatible with the national political course; and 
that it had assumed positions that were contrary to the principle of the 
law's sovereignty. The committee made recommendations in its report, the 
most important of which was the special recommendation to reconsider the 
Legal Profession Law No 61 for 1968 so as to make it consistent with the 
provisions of the 1971 Constitution. [The committee also recommended] that 
firm and binding controls be established and added to the stipulations of 
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the Legal Profession Law so that it would govern the association's partici- 
pation at various international conferences and gatherings and coordinate 
such participation with the state's public policy. 


In this article we express [our] opinion on this report as we did in the 
People's Assembly. We are saying that this report contradicted itself, 
violated the provisions of the constitution and was not objective. Its 
purpose was to embarrass the bar association and to turn it into one of 

the committees of the National party in a manner that is equally unconsti- 
tutional and contrary to actual facts. The People's Assembly has no juris- 
diction to investigate the charges agains the board of the be~ association. 
If someone is to be called to account here, the way to go about it is not 
to turn to the People's Assembly, but rather to the judiciary. The Egyptian 
constitution is based on the principle of the separation of powers. The 
legislative authority is entrusted to the People's Assembly which has the 
right to approve the state's public policy, the public plan for economic 
and social development and the state's general budget. The Peopie's 
Assembly also monitors the activities of the executive authority in accor- 
dance with the stipulations of Article 86 of the constitution. The judicial 
authority is independent of the legislative authority, and is entrusted to 
the various kinds and levels of courts that issue their verdicts in accor- 
dance with the law. Judges are independent and are not controlled by anyone 
but the law in rendering their judgments. No authority may interfere in law 
suits or in the affairs of justice. All this is in accordance with the 
stipulations of articles 165 and 166 of the constitution. 


A few of our colleagues, who are members of the People's Assembly and the 
National party and who are also attorneys, replied that the People's 
Assembly has jurisdiction to investigate what happened in the bar associa- 
tion. They based [their assertion] on Article 131 of the constitution and 
on articles 218 and 219 of the bylaws. 


The fact-finding committee added nothing new to what the members of the 
National party had already insisted on in their response to our rebuttal. 
The committee reiterated what those colleagues had said. Our response to 
the point of view which the committee reached is as follows: 


First, Article 131 of the constitution stipulates that "The People's 
Assembly may form a special committee or assign one of its committees the 
task of investigating the activities of one of the administrative agencies, 
public organizations or any executive or administrative agency or any one 
ot the public projects in order to examine the facts and inform the 
assembly about its investigation of financial or administrative and econo- 
mic conditions. That special committee may conduct an investigation into 
any matter that pertains to one of the former activities. To perform its 
function, the committee may gather the evidence it sees fit to gather and 
it may ask to hear the testimony of anyone whose testimony it wishes to 
hear. All executive and administrative agencies are to comply with its 
request and to place at its disposal for that purpose documents, instru- 
ments or other objects the committee may request." This [text] indicates 
that the article in question confines its discussion to administrative 
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agencies, public organizations and executive and administrative agencies. 
lrhey are the only agencies that are within the scope of [the assembly's | 
constitutional control and fact-finding [efforts]. The bar association is 
not an executive agency, an administrative agency or a public organization. 
it is a private association of people of the same profession. It is a 
popular, legal entity, independent of and different from government and 
administrative agencies. 


Second, members of the National party and the fact-finding committee used 
articles 218 and 219 of the bylaws to make their point. This argument is 
groundless because Article 218 of the bylaws discussed the assembly's right 
to "form a special fact-finding committee to investigate a public matter of 
special significance or to investigate the affairs of one of the public 
administrations, organizations, public authorities, units of local govern- 
ment, the public sector or any executive or administrative agency or any 
one of the projects over which the assembly has jurisdiction. Such a com- 
mittee can monitor these agencies to iind the truth about their status or 
their financial, administrative, or general economic conditions with regard 
to the subject or the agency for which the committee was formed. [The com- 
mittee may also] conduct an investigation into any subject that has to do 
with one of the former actions and also to ascertain the commitment of any 
one of the former agencies to the sovereignty of the law, to the plan or to 
the state's general budget." Article 219 of the bylaws stipulates that a 
fact-finding committee is to be formed by a decree from the assembly at the 
request of the general committee or of one of the assembly's other com- 
mittees or in response to a proposal submitted by at least 20 members of 
the assembly. The number of members of the fact-finding committee must not 
be less than 7 and not more than 25. 


This indicates that the bylaws reiterated the words of Article 131 of the 
constitution, but did not add anything new. The bylaws are not to contain 
matters that are not mentioned in Article 131 of the -onstitution. The 
bylaws also cannot differ from the constitutional provision and from the 
principle of the separation of powers. Therefore, arguing on the basis 

of the ordinance is ineffective. Hence, this second argument upon which 
the opinion that ditters trom ours is based collapses and disintegrates. 
This is the opinion that was embraced by the fact-finding committee. 


Third, the opinion that difters from ours is based on Article 104 of the 
constitution. If we were to refer to the text of that article, we would 
find that it states [the following]: 


"The People's Assembly is to write its own bylaws to regulate the course of 
business in the assembly and the methods by which it will perform its func- 
tions." This text damages any statement that supports the opinion which 
differs from ours. There is no point in using it as evidence: it does not 
serve the opinion that differs from ours, and it does not strengthen it. 
Thus using that text as the basis for the argument would be ineffective. 


Fourth, the fact-finding committee is founded on the Ist paragraph of 
Article 23 of the bylaws. If we were to refer to this paragrapi, we would 
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find [the stipulation] that the general committee of the People's Assemb:y 
specializes in discussing general subjects and important matters about 
which an exchange of opinion or information with the committee and its 
members is though to [be beneficial] by the president or the prime minister. 


This text cannot be used as an argument since the general subjects and 

the aforementioned matters which are referred to in the text must be within 
the assembly's jurisdiction to legislate and to control and must not go 
beyond that. Otherwise, the matter would involve confusion between the 
jurisdiction of the powers, and this would differ with the constitution and 
contradict its provisions. 


Fifth, the committee states in its report that following the referendum 

on the Camp David accords, if the board of the bar association were to 

hold debates to discuss these accords, such action would be considered 
damaging to Egypt and a distortion of its positions. This statement con- 
tradicts established, actual facts. Any treaty is merely a law and as such 
is subject to criticism, to being repealed, to being violated and to nega- 
tive actions. There is nothing to prevent [one of the parties from] calling 
for an amendment to such a law that would close the loopholes thac may be 
in it. History has taught us that many treaties are concluded and then 
those who made the treaty ask that it be repealed. There is nothing in that 
to distort the reputation of one's country. It behooves us to cite two 
examples from debates that took place at the bar association. The first 
debate was about the al-Ahram hill. This subject was discussed in an objec- 
tive matter, and I participated in the debate in my capacity as the rep- 
resentative who questioned the government on this matter which ended by 
abolishing this project. I also took part in another debate about the 
waters of the Nile. The debate was full of objective remarks about Egypt's 
rights to the waters of the Nile, the danger of supplying Israel with water 
from the Nile and the ensuing harmful effects of that project, if it were 
to take place, on our country. All these are national debates in which 
there are no traces of distortion or disparagement. Thus, the statements 
outlined by the committee in its report on the damaging remarks it 
attributed to the board of the association are no more than an intrusion by 
the People's Assembly into problems that are out of its juri-diction. Such 
an intrusion infringes upon the principle of separation of powers. The 
National party's purpose in doing so is to control the bar association and 
to turn it into one of its committees. God speaks the truth and guides us 
to the right path. 
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EGYPT 


BUTRUS GHALI DISCUSSES NEED FOR PALESTINIAN ‘CONFIDENCE’ 
PMO31503 Paris LE MATIN in French 29 Oct 81 p 1l 


[Interview with Egyptian Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Butrus Ghali 
by Shalom Cohen, in Egypt: "Near East: France Will Play an Important Role"-- 
date not given] 


[Text] Butrus Ghali: Egyptian diplomacy has been very active in its efforts 
to secure participation by European troops in the multinational force to be 
deployed on the border between Egypt and Israel. We attach symbolic and 
political value to this participation: it means that Europe is taking a 
practical part in the peace process. 


LE MATIN: Has France played a particular role in this evolution by Europe? 


Butrus Ghali: Over the past few months Europe has made do with a series of 
declarations. It sent the Gaston Thorn mission and the Dutch foreign minister's 
mission to ask questions. But in fact nothing practical was done. The talks 

I had with French External Relations Minister Claude Cheysson suggest that 
France has played and will play an important role in this process, on the 

level both of bilateral relations and of the ten's action. 


LE MATIN: Do you think that the Palestinians are now prepared to take part 
in negotiations on autonomy? 


Butrus Ghali: If the Palestinians are to take part in these negotiations 
there must first be some hope that the negotiations can produce results. 
Measures {should] be taken to change the policy on the West Bank and Gaza. 

We must try to restore confidence among the Palestinian people. If these 
measures are adopted, and if the Palestinians feel that they create a new 
situation, then they may be encouraged to regard the peace process in a 
positive and not in a negative way, as hitherto. This is obvious. The most 
important element is not the agreements we may conclude or the texts we 

may adopt. The most important element is to secure direct or indirect 
participation by the Palestinians, because if we secure an agreement but that 
agreement is rejected by the Palestinians, it will no longer have any importance. 


LE MATIN: Leonid Brezhnev has just launched a new appeal for an international 
conference with the participation of the PLO, the Arab countries in the region, 
Israel, the United States and the USSR. What do you think of that? 
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Butrus Ghali: If the Israelis accept such an international conference and if 
the Americans accept that proposal too, we will give very serious considera- 
tion to what we should do on the basis of that twofold Israeli and American 
acceptance. 


LE MATIN: Are you worried about Sudan's future? 


Butrus Ghali: Sudan's stability is Egypt's stability and similarly Egypt's 
stability is Sudan's stability. There is a complementarity between the two 
countries which dates back 5,000 or 6,000 years and which has been one of the 
bases of our foreign policy for centuries. Therefore, any attack in Sudan 
will be regarded as an attack on Egypt. Any act of subversion against Sudan 

is regarded as an act of subversion against Egypt. We are tied by military 
agreements, first by the Arab Collective Security Pact of 1950 and second by 

a bilateral agreement. We have perfect, full and complete cooperation between 
Sudan and Egypt. 


CSO: 4519/32 
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EGYPT 


"AL-AKHBAR' REPORTS ON CONFESSIONS OF TERRORISTS 


NCO30004 Cairo MENA in Arabic 2315 GMT 2 Nov 81 


[Text] Cairo, 2 Nov (MENA)--In its issue to be published tomorrow, the newspaper 
AL-AKHBAR reports that the members of the second group of the terrorist 
organization who were captured yesterday confessed exciting details about their 
training plans and all the training places used by the terrorist and sabotage 
groups. The paper quotes the terrorists as saying that the practical training 
took place in isolated areas and in certain places in the desert, and the 
theoretical training took place in old dilapidated houses. The paper says that 
the terrorists disclosed the addresses of these houses and showed the places 

of training. The security organs inspected these places on the spot and managed 
to obtain the finger prints of certain members of the terrorist organization 
from windows and roofs which were left behind during their training in climbing 
to escape when necessary. 


AL-AKHPAR says that the terrorists admitted that training involved the selection 
of persons capable of using arms with high competence and acting quickly and 
without delay or hesitation, There was training in assassination operations 

of individuals who were either far away or nearby, at distances ranging from 
20-200 meters. They also trained on the quick use of grenades as well as 
marksmanship. 


The terrorists admitted that they tried to mislead the security men before the 
asssassination of the late leader. They later discovered that all their move- 
ments had been closely watched. They also confessed that the organization 
commands planned to launch an operation similar to that of Asyut in al-Minya 
Governorate. The instructions were to kill the security men deployed in the 
streets and those in front of important installations and then to launch 
large-scale sabotage operations throughout the governorate to create the 
impression among the people and the security organs that the organization's 
force is capable of moving and carrying out what it wants anywhere any time. 


AL-AKHBAR further says that the terrorists disclosed the places where they used to 
carry out their training in storming operations, escape, throwing grenades and 
explosives and hitting targets. The security forces went to these places and 
captured some equipment and arms that the terrorists used. The security organs 
took the finger prints that the terrorists left on certain hard objects. The 
fingerprints were proven to be the same as those of the terrorists. 
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The paper quotes reliable sources as saying that the terrorists’ plan that was 
carried out in Asyut in the dawn of the holy Muslim feast in which scores of 
officers and soldiers, who watch over the security of the country, were killed, 
is the same plan that was prepared for the attack on the al-Minya security 


directorate and the central security forces there as well as the police section 
adjacent to the security headquarters. 
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MUBARAK, SUDAN DELEGATION DISCUSS INTEGRATION 
NCO30838 Cairo Domestic Service in Arabic 0610 GMT 3 Nov 81 
[From the Press Review] 


[Text] On Egyptian-Sudanese integration, the newspaper AL-AKHBAR says that 
at the meeting yesterday between President Husni Mubarak and a delegation 
representing the Sudanese people the conversation dealt with Egyptian- 
Sudanese political and scientific integration. 


The Sudanese communications minister, who attended the meeting, said: 
President Husni Mubarak devotes great attention to the subject of integration. 
He noted the need for sidestepping routine and rescinding at the earliest 
possible time the laws that impede the achievementof integration. He said 
that the Egyptian-Sudanese Economic Council will study this subject so that 

it will become possible to achieve the aspired integration in the political 
and economic domains. 


AL-AKHBAR points out that the subject of integration ranks foremost in importance 
as far as Egypt and Sudan are concerned. It is a meed dictated by the fact that 
the same people live all along the Nile River--from its sources in the extreme 
south to its estuary in the extreme north. There can be no doubt that we have 
come a long way in achieving political integration, being motivated by the 
brotherhood and love existing among the people of the Nile Valley in Egypt and 
Sudan and between the officials of the two sides who are in charge of these 
people. Only formalities remain for political integration to assume its 

full dimensions. 


However, it is clear that there are numerous Egyptian-Sudanese economic integra- 
tion projects. The implementation of these projects requires three factors: 

the first is the scientific and technical power required for conducting studies, 
for planning and for administering the projects. The second is the manpower 
weich works, produces and yields goods. The third is money which, in fact, 

is the nerve center of implementation. 


Dr Fu'ad Muhyi al-Din and the Sudanese foreign minister have also discussed the 


boosting of economic integration and the establishment of a joint bank to prepare 
a study on the economic viability of the projects and to finance the two 


24 





countries' joint development projects. Thus, these three factors will have been 
achieved, making it possible to implement the two countries’ projects for 
economic integration and joint development. 


In conclusion, AL-AKHBAR draws attention to the fact that the achievement of 
Egyptian-Sudanese economic planning will boost political integration and will 
transform the Nile Valley, including Egypt and Sudan, into one power from its 
political, social and cultural perspectives. The reason is that economy at 
this juncture is the maker of the lives of nations and of peoples. 


CSO: 4504/58 
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EGYPT 


REPRINT OF INTERVIEW WITH HUSNI MUBARAK IN MAY 1976 
Cairo SABAH AL-KHAYR in Arabic No 1345, 15 Oct 81 pp 6-9 


[Interview with Husni Mubarak by 'Abd-al-Sattar al-Tawilah in May 1976: 
"Husni Mubarak Says: 'I Am from Kafr al-Musaylihah, an Egyptian Village; 
My Father Was an Ordinary Civil Servant Who Had Four Acres of Land; I 
Belong to the Generation of the 23 July Revolution; I Support Democracy; 
We Are a Muslim Country, and Islam Is a Plea for Spiritual Faith as Well 
as a Plea for Social Justice' "] 


[Text] When al-Sadat chose Husni Mubarak as his vice president, our col- 
league, 'Abd-al-Sattar al-Tawilah interviewed him. In the interview Husni 
Mubarak spoke quite candidly about his life and about his thoughts. News 

agencies have reprinted this interview in most newspapers of the world. 


Today, SABAH AL-KHAYR reprints this interview because of its significance. 


Husni Mubarak has not previously been involved in government or in 
politics. He was not involved with any party, not even with the Arab 
Socialist Union, because he was an officer in the air force. 


He always worked tirelessly; he was devoted to his work, energetic and 
enthusiastic about his work and his patriotism. He was known for staying 
away from groups and blocs. In fact, he was known for breaking them up 
one by one throughout the period during which he was responsible for the 
air force. 


His energy, his loyalty and his enthusiasm have always been his only creden- 
tials when he was assigned to any position. Every time such an assignment 
came, it came as a surprise. 


[Answer] It was a surprise when I was appointed air force chief of staff, 
and it was a surprise when I was told the news that I was appointed air 
force commander. After that I spent 2 sleepless days and nights thinking 
and thinking. The entire history of the air force rolled like a motion- 
picture film in front of my eyes: the 1967 disaster which occurred despite 
the fearlessness of the pilots and their eagerness to fight. It was a 
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tremendous responsibility, but after 48 hours of sleeplessness, I got out 
of my chair and 1 said in a loud voice, "God is on our side; we can do the 
job and then some!" 


[Question] The greatest test came in the 1973 October War when the 
Egyptian air force destroyed the myth of the invincible Israeli air force. 
Was President al-Sadat's choice of you as his vice president a surprise 
also? 


[Answer] Yes, it was a total surprise. 


Question] Before we talk about how the surprise came about, let us go 
back to recent history. When was the first time you met President Anwar 
al-Sadat? 


Answer] I got to know the president without meeting him from the litera- 
ture I read about the history of the National Movement. Like any citizen 

or officer I knew President al-Sadat from what was written about him or 
from what he himself had written about his national struggle and the 
national struggle of his whole generation. But the first time I met the 
president personally was in Sudan during the events at Aba Island in 1970. 
He was then the vice president and the head of a delegation that was 
visiting Khartoum. I spent a brief period of time with him, and I was 
impressed by his candor; he was a very intelligent man and a good listener. 
Then I met the president several times after that after I was appointed air 
force chief of staff and then air force commander. I also traveled with him 
on several trips in this capacity. 


[Question] Let us go back to the circumstances under which you were 
informed that you had been selected vice president. 


[Answer] I was summoned to meet the president. I thought at first that 
it would be an ordinary meeting such as those which always took place. 
But I asked Lt Gen al-Jamsi at that time whether or not the president 
wanted something specific so I can have it ready before I meet him. He 
said, "I don't know. Maybe he just wants to talk over a few things with 
you." 


The president talked with me during the meeting which lasted from 7 o'clock 
to 11 o'clock in the evening. He invited me for supper and told me that 

he had to choose a vice president. Then he told me of his decision. I was 
greatly surprised, and even the president noticed that I was "taken back." 
He was moved by that and said, "Son, I know that service in the army is 
less worrisome."' 


Then, as the spirit of the soldier in a battlefield got the best of me, 

I said, "Sir, I will serve anywhere Your Excellency thinks I can serve 
best. I am pleased and honored to be of assistance to you in carrying out 
your enormous responsibilities." 


[Question] How do you perceive the magnitude of your responsibility as 
vice president? 
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Answer} Quite simply, in the past I used to think about and I was respon- 
sible for one place only: the air force. But now I have the whole world on 
my mind and on my shoulders. 


‘Question] It has been rumored that you were selected vice president at 
the request of the army after the victory of the October War. 


Husni Mubarak laughed. 


'Answer| I heard these statements, and I heard a rumor that there was 

an attempted coup. All this is nonsense. The Egyptian army is devoted to 
the national struggle and is carrying out this mission in the best pos- 
sible way. The days of the centers of power have gone forever and will 
never return anywhere. We are a state of institutions. Each institution and 
each agency plays its role in the national effort in accordance with the 
constitution. 


Why is it that some people like to complicate matters? The constitution 
stipulates that a vice president be appointed. The position was vacant, 

and the president explained in simple terms why he chose me as one of those 
who helped him direct the October battle. 


‘Question] All right. When the story about the army requesting that you 
be appointed vice president was refuted and its absurdity was revealed, 
some people said that your appointment as vice president, with you being 
one of the heroes of 6 October, signified that President al-Sadat was 
closing the book on the 23 July Revolution and opening a new one, that 
ot 6 October. [That was an indication that] it was all over for the 23 July 
Revolution. 

4 
The vice president spread out his arms and turned up his hands and said: 


[Answer] You can't be serious! Is there a man of reason who would say 
that 6 October is separate from 23 July? Is not the leader of the October 
victory one of those who forged the July Revolution? Who read the first 
statement of the revolution to the people? Who took his life into his own 
hands and went to the broadcast building early on that historic day? Was 
he not the man who led the battle that took the Bar-Lev line by storm? 
What about me? Am L not, and are not other young people [like me | members 
of the generation of the 23 July Revolution? 


Had it not been tor the July Revolution, I and my associates, who are chil- 
dren of simple peasants, would not have been thrust into positions of 
leadership in various civilian, military and political sectors of the 
state. Had it not been for the July Revolution, we would not have had that 
status in the whole world. 


Who said that 6 October was a revolution that overshadowed the July Revolu- 
tion? Six October was a splendid military victory that took place under 

the leadership of one of the leaders of the July Revolution who shared in 
the responsibility when the late Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir was the leader. Then 
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he carried out the charge which was entrusted to him despite the burdensome 
legacy that ‘Abd-al-Nasir left after his death. 


Question] Now that we are talking about the July Revolution, what do 
you think about the ‘campaign against ‘Abd-al-Nasir and against the revolu- 
tion also which some people have launched and are still launching? 


‘Answer] Show sie one revolution in the world that has been free of mis- 
takes and negative occurrences! Tell me of one revolutionary leader in 

the world who made no mistakes! No one is infallible. The proverb which 
states that he who takes no action makes no mistakes states the truth. 
Weren't there mistakes and deviations in the Soviet Revolution? Weren't 
there negative occurrences in the Chinese Revolution? Both countries have 
conducted and are conducting corrective movements every day. Do negative 
events and corrections in any revolution signify that the entire revolution 
be branded and condemned? 


As 1 said every revolution has victims and mistakes, as all hisvcorical 
evidence indicates. The July Revolution is like all revolutions; why should 
it differ from this rule? 


The real problem lies in the fact that if we were to let any revolution 
continue in its erroneous ways, it will collapse and eliminate itself by 
itself. This is the significance behind the Corrective Revolution which 
President Anwar al-Sadat carried out. He saved the July Revolution and 
corrected its course. It is enough that the principles of democracy were 
established. 


Question] What do you think then about statements by rejectionists that 
the attempts to liquidate the July Revolution are still going on? r 


|Answer] Rejectionists are always crying out [about everything] like kill- 
joys. In the midst of this outcry I did not hear a single answer to the 
question that President al-Sadat raised: "Did anyone touch the gains of the 
socialist July Revolution?" Don't forget that the president, who is one of 
the leaders of the revolution, took part in producing these gains. 


Rejection and doubt will continue to be an existing phenomenon. That pheno- 
menon was there during the days of the late 'Abd-al-Nasir. But this does 
not matter; we are going on. The political leadership issues decrees every 
day to affirm its concern not only for the survival of the July Revolution, 
but also for its development and continuing progress. 


‘Question}] How do you see this development? 


Answer] First, the institutions of democracy have been established, and 
they are being strengthened. Thus the social and political aspects of free- 
dom have been completed. I believe that you, intellectuals, are the most 
sensitive people to a healthy, democratic climate which Egypt is experien- 
cing now, [is it not]? 
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(Question} I can say without exaggeration that the freedom of speech which 
is being practiced at present has not been practiced in Egypt for the last 
30 years. Egypt has nevet had 6 consecutive years without having any deten- 
tion camps whatsoever. 


[Answer] This is the right of the people, and no one is bestowing this 
upon the masses. The country is their country, and the national wealth is 
of their making. Hence the realization of democracy was a development of 
the 23 July Revolution and a step forward for it. 


Despite the difticult economic crisis, the president's recent decrees this 
year, the year before and before that regarding the cost of living 
allowance, pensions, insurance coverage, CLCeree 


Is not this the revolution's social indicator? Where does its political 
leadership stand? Undoubtedly, with the masses. 


Moreover, what is the principal function of any political leadership in 
a country that is facing a national problem? Is it not that of liberating 
the land and [the peopie's]| will? 


Imperialism and Zionism attacked us and defeated us in 1967. President 
al-Sadat, whose destiny it was to inherit a burdensome legacy after the 
defeat, achieved victory in the October battle. But liberation has not 
been completed yet. Our principal mission is to achieve it. God willing, 
Arab land in Sinai, in the Golan and in the West Bank will be restored 
to its owners, and the Palestinians will have a homeland and a state. 


This is the primary responsibility of the political leadership. It is evi- 
dent to everyone who can see that the political leadership is closely atten- 
ding to that responsibility so that this objective can be achieved. This is 
also the responsibility of all the people. 


Is not this a development for the revolution, and does not this push its 
course forward? National liberation is among the first steps which are 
necessary to move forward toward bigger and better horizons. 


Question] Speaking ot socialist gains, how do you as vice resident see 
J p < 


sucialism? 


Answer} 1 am tirst of all the product of the Egyptian village of Kafr 
al-Musaylihah. My father was an ordinary civil servant who owned four acres 
of land. 1 lived with peasants, and I experienced everything which any 
simple villager suffers from. Hence, ever since my childhood I have been 
tully convinced that social justice is the right of the people. Ic is 
neither bestowed upon them or given to them as charity. This is my first 
underlying assumption. 


| [also] belong to the generation of the 23 July Revolution. My view of 


socialism is that of the revolution whose principles I responded to quickly 
at the outset. 1 believe in those principles, such as the 50 percent 
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[representation] for workers and farmers and all the social incompati- 
bilities in the context of social peace and others. This socialism is the 
product of our circumstances, and it is consistent with our traditions and 
our religion which calls for social justice. It is not an imported 
socialism. The revolution's socialist inclinations began to appear before 
we consolidated our relations with the Soviet Union. 


(Question] What do you think about the recently introduce:’ tendency regar- 
ding the ettempt to keep religion out of the plea for social justice and 
to focus on its punitive aspects? 


\Answer}] We are an Islamic country, and our faith in God gives us the 
strength to insist on making the effort to stand up to our enemy and to 
build our country. Just as Islam is a plea for spiritual faith, it is also 
a plea for social justice. Islam's socialist tendencies have been recog- 
nized by non-Muslim western scholars. 


(Question] How were you able to make the transition from being an air 
force commander, not involved in politics and government, to a vice presi- 
dent who is involved in both every day? 


He said as he sipped his coffee: 


(Answer| President al-Sadat invited me to all the meetings and all the 
press conferences. I used to sit and listen. I would take it all in, memo- 
rize what I heard, analyze what I memorized and then go back to my office 
or go home and write down what I heard. Then I would ponder it, think about 
it and consider all possibilities. Then 1 found myself obligated to read 
everything that was written in the newspapers of the world about Egypt and 
the Arab world and most of what was being written about international 
politics. I would read about what was broadcast on radio if I did not hear 
it myself. I reviewed data reports, academic studies, political studies and 
even | reports on] health and rural education. President al-Sadat used to 
explain to me the apsects and the history of every problem before and after 
meetings. I always used to feel that he wanted to give me all his 
experience. After that I had to give my opinion and to corroborate it with 
evidence and in detail. Political responsibility is extremely arduous. But 
thank God, I went through the test, and I succeeded in the first two 
missions which I had to face alone. 


The first one was in Morocco, and the second was in China. 


In Morocco I was at first carrying a message from President al-Sadat to 
King al-Hasan and to President Boumedienne. The president told me, "If 

the situation requires your mediation, go ahead as you see fit." I read 
everything about the problem between the two countries before I left. (And 
here the vice president began to sketch on paper a map of the disputed 
locations between Morocco and Algeria). I considered the possible replies 
that I would face, and I prepared my proposals. Then I left, and I found 
myself acting as mediator, and what we all know happened. Egypt succeeded 
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in stopping the armed confrontation that was about to take place between 
the two Arab countries. 


In 1 year I learned what would have taken me years of constant study [to 
learn otherwise|. Al-Sadat put me to work immediately. I do not think that 
there is any country in the world whose vice president participates in 
political activity the same way the vice president of Egypt does. This 
emphasizes the fact that President al-Sadat is determined indeed to estab- 
lish the state of institutions. 
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EGYPT 


MINISTERS TO SUBMIT WORK PLANS TO MUBARAK 
NCO31616 Cairo MENA in Aratic 1505 GMT 3 Nov 81 


[Text] Cairo, 3 Nov (MENA)--The cabinet met for 3 1/2 hours under President 
Muhammad Husni Mubarak today. Muhammad Haqqi, chairman of the information 
authority an‘ official spokesman, said that Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Kamal Hasan ‘Ali reviewed the intensive diplomatic activity which 
Egypt carried out recently and spoke about his recent visit to Israel, its 
outcome and the agreements he had reached with the Israeli Government. 


Muhammad Haqqi added that Kamal Hasan ‘Ali affirmed that all the timetables 

for the Israeli withdrawal from Sinai will be carried out on schedule and that 
the Camp David agreements are the basis and the only commitment for accelerating 
the peace process in the coming period. Kamal Hasan ‘Ali also affirmed that 

the Palestinians’ interests will not be jeopardized in any way but that they 
will take first priority in the talks. 


Muhammad Haqqi said that Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Muhammad 
Nabawi Isma’il then explained in detail the security situation in the country 
from June this year until today, indicating that 700 members of the terrorist 
organization have been arrested so far. Muhammad Nabawi Isma'il affirmed 

that most of the members of the bloody terrorist organization have been 

arrested and that the organization's leaders, members, hideouts and arms have 
been uncovered. Muhammad Nabawi Isma'il also affirmed that there is full spirit 
of cooperation between the security departments and the citizens. 


Muhammad Haqqi noted that Deputy Prime Minister for Financial and Economic 
Affairs Dr ‘Abd-al-Razzaq 'Abd-al-Majid then gave a complete picture of the 
economic situation in general. President Husni Mubarak then gave his 
instructions to the ministers, asking each of them to prepare a work plan, 
supported by a chart, in such a way that each minister will be responsible for 
his own plan. These plans will be submitted to the president within 10 days. 


CSO: 4504/58 


33 





EGYPT 


"AL-MUSTAQBAL' ON MUBARAK MEETING WITH PRESS 
JNO10913 Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 31 Oct 81 p 26 
[Dispatch by Sulayman Nimr] 


[Text] Cairo--During a closed meeting with the chief editors of the Egyptian 
newspapers on Wednesday, 21 October 1981, President Husni Mubarak criticized 
the Egyptian press handling of several issues. 


Informed sources have told AL—MUSTAQBAL that the Egyptian president told the 

chief editors: I would like to inform you that I do not want you to interfere 

in my private life, to publish anything about it, to say that I was the hero 

of the air force in the October War, that my wife is the first lady, that my 
children are the president's children. I do not want such talk because my private 
life concerns me alone. 


In this closed meeting, to which the Egyptian press made no reference, Egyptian 
President Mubarak spoke to the press about his domestic and foreign policies 
and said that efforts must now be exerted to confront the terrorist groups to 
restore stability to the country as soon as possible. 


Well-informed sources in Cairo report that President Mubarak told the press that 
he will undertake changes in the regime, form a new cabinet and appoint a new 
prime minister and a vice president in January. 


Speaking about Egypt's foreign policy, Mubarak said that he gives priority to the 
issue of Israel's withdrawal from the Sinai and that he has received reassurances 
that Israel will withdraw as scheduled. 


On Egypt's relations with Arab countries, President Mubarak said: I will not 
allow any attack against any Arab country. Egypt will not start any aggression 
against any Arab country. Also, I will not allow propaganda campaigns to be 
launched against any Arab country. I do not want you to reply to any Arab 
propaganda campaign. I do not want any attacks against any Arab country. At 
this point, the chief editor of AL-AKHBAR, Musa Sabri, asked Mubarak: Not even 
the colonel? Mubarak replies: Yes, not even against the colonel. Musa Sabri 
replied: But he wants to destroy the country. Mubarak cut short this discussion 
by telling Musa Sabri: Musa, it seems you only know how to utter slander. I 
do not wish you to pursue this method. If you do not like it, you can stay at 
home, 
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AL-AHRAM chief editor Ibrahim Nafi' asked the president about Egypt's + -and on 
the plans and initiatives being put forth for the settlement of the Middle 
East issue, such as Saudi Crown Prince Fahd's plan. Mubarak replied: We are 
pursuing the peace operation in accordance with the Camp David agreements 

to achieve Israel's withdrawal from the rest of Sinai and to establish self- 
rule for the Palestinians. We do not oppose any Arab plans or substitutes 
that may achieve Palestinian rights. 


The well-informed sources which reported what took place between President Mubarak 
and the chief editors told AL-MUSTAQB4‘’. that Mubarak touched on Egyptian-Soviet 
relations, referred to the cable of congrati:i»..cus he had received from 

Soviet President Leonid Brezhnev and to the . ats of this cable in which 

Moscow expressed readiness to respond to Egypt's demands. Mubarak said that 

this is a positive stand by Moscow and that at present he prefers to have a 

truce with Moscow, not to attack it and not to escalate tension in their relations. 
Mubarak said Egypt must be content to reply only to any campaign Moscow might 
direct against it. 


CSO: 4504/58 
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EGYPT 


CABINET ADOPTS BILLS ON DISCIPLINE OFFENSES 
NCO32021 Cairo MENA in English 1910 GMT 3 Nov 81 


[Text] Cairo, 3 Nov (MENA)--If you molest a lady in public by word or act you 
pay a fine of 10 to 100 Egyptian pounds. 


This is one of a long series of bills adopted today by the cabinet under 
President Husni Mubarak. The bills go to parliament for urgent passage. 


The long list of offenses with stiffened penalties is designed to bring 
discipline into public life. 


Other offenses include: 

--if you set your dog on somebody else. 

--if you pluck flowers from a public park. 

--if you throw garbage on the street. 

--if you raise noise at your home at night that disturbs your neighbours. 
--if you set your radio blaring in your shop or your coffee house. 

--if you throw dirt into the Nile. 

—if you pick up a quarrel with somebody else. 


and, if you decline to give help to somebody in distress, when you are capable 
of giving such help. 


The bills then come to more serious offenses. If a landlord constructs a 
building in violation of the specifications in his licence, the whole building 
would be liable to be pulled down if it poses a public risk. The expenses 
would be incurred by the landlord, apart from a fine and imprisonment. 
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Another bill provides for the creation of follow-up offices in all ministries, 
departments, public organizations, governorates and local government units to 
ensure the proper performance of function. and services on schedule and to 
point up aspects of failure, particularly in dealings with the public. The 
offices are to draw up periodic reports on the performance of work, pointing 
up the shortcomings, and referring these reports to the authorities in charge. 


The bills introduce a large number of legal measures designed to speed up 
disciplinary, prosecution and litigation procedure in respect of the 
offenses involved. : 


CSO: 4500/35 


37 


EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


ASSASSINATION LIST--Cairo, 1 Nov (MENA)--The weekly newspaper AL-SIYASI says 
today that the name of leftist party leader Khalid Muhyi al-Din was on the 
assassination list of the plotting assassination group. The list also included 
the names of Labor Party leader Ibrahim Shukri and Liberal Party leader 

Mustafa Kamil Murad. The paper says that the strange thing is that the leftist 
party leader had appealed to the Islamic groups for cooperation and coordination 
between his party and these groups against the government. [ext] [NC010910 
Cairo MENA in Arabic 0843 GMT 1 Nov 81] 


cso: 4504/58 
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IRAN 


NEW PRESIDENT UNDER ATTACK FROM UNDERGROUND PRESS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 22 Oct 81 pp 3, 4 
[Article: "Underground Press Launches Fierce Campaign Against New President" ] 


[Text] The underground press in Iran has started a subtle and seemingly well-planned 
campaign against Seyed Ali Khamenei, who was last week initiated as the regime's 
third president. It is widely believed that the campaign is master-minded by nation- 
alist groups, possibly assisted by retired and serving army and air force officers. 


Leaflets distributed in Tehran and other major cities describe Khamenei as a “corrupt, 
bloodthirsty and dishonest" mullah who has amassed vast personal riches and trans- 
ferred part of his wealth abroad. Some leaflets contain quotations from Khamenei's 
relatives and former associates, who are said to have revealed hitherto unpublished 
aspects of his early life. 


One quote is from an army officer, identified simply as Major N. H., who claims that 
Khamenei transferred $2 million from army funds to revolutionary guards deputy chief 
Kolahduz (recently killed in the air crash) to buy small arms from Lebanese sources 
in 1979. Khamenei was then an undersecretary at the Ministry of Defence. The 
officer alleges that Kolanhduz took the cash and deposited it in a French bank, and 
that no arms were bought. 


The leaflets also allege that Khamenei took as his fourth wife the widow of a former 
general who was executed in 1979. Using his position as undersecretary at the De- 
fence Ministry, Khamenei is reported to have demanded "special favours" from the 
widows of young officers killed by the regime, in return for giving instructions to 
pay pensions to them. Many widows who refused to comply with Khamenei's wishes had 
the pensions of their deceased husbands suspended and even their properties con- 
fiscated, it is alleged. 


However, the most damaging comments contained--among the leaflets is from Khamenei's 
brother-in-law, who claims that "Seyed Ali Khamenei lacks the personal integrity to 
serve as a mullah and has no virtues." This is from a statement which the brother- 
in-law, Shaikh Ali Tenrani, published in late 1979 when Khamenei was appointed 

Friday prayer leader of Tehran. In the same statement Tehrani, who is now in hiding, 
claims that Khamenei was a corrupt mullah who took money from proceeds of donations 
to Imam Reza's Shrine in Mashad for his own personal use. Tehrani also claims that 
Khamenei was introduced for the first time ¢o Khomeini in Najaf, Iraq, in 1977. Thus, 
he can have no claim to fame as a veteran opponent of the Shah. 
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Before the revolution Khamenei was a modest lawyer, better known as "the fix-it 
mullah." Soon after the revolution he was placed as the clerics’ representative 
at the Ministry of Defence. He was responsible for ousting Admiral Ahmad Madani 
as Defence Minister. He is also believed by many people to have had a hand in the 
killing of Mostafa Chamran, the regime's third Minister of Defence. 


It is alleged that his rise to power was engineered by Libyan and Syrian military 
personnel who were given commanding positions within the army in the summer of 1979. 
But this allegation has not been confirmed by independent sources. Many army and 
air force officers suspect that some Libyan and Syrian officers at very high level 
were involved in the decision-making process within the Iranian army, but they admit 
they have never personally met those foreign officers. 


Observers in Tehran were surprised to see such a well-organised propaganda campaign 
against Khamenei because they believed the post of presidency was too insignificant 
to attract such a campaign. In the past neither Rajai nor Bani-Sadr was subject to 
such attacks by nationalist opposition during their presidency, although both men 
were often ridiculed as "misfits" and "cranks" before becoming president. 


Indeed, the nationalist-centrist forces usually aim their propaganda attacks at 
Khomeini and Montazeri. They have felt that anybody who is made president must be 
to much of a lame duck to merit such attacks. But it seems that Khamenei has a 
great many more enemies among nationalists and the armed forces than either Rajai 

or Bani-Sadr ever had. But even Khamenei has yet to suffer from the kind of propa- 
ganda attacks which the assassinated Islamic Republican Party chief Mohamad Beheshti 
used to face. 


In the leaflets, however, Khamenei is likened to the late Beheshti as the living 
example of a corrupt, sensuous and arrogant cleric. Pictures of Khamenei in military 
uniform are also distributed, with captions reading: "He is the same donkey; only 
his saddle has changed." In the mullah-controlled press, radio and TV Khamenei is 
called a “living martyr" because he survived a bomb blast on 27 June, one day before 
his mentor and colleague, Beheshti was killed, together with 75 others in the IRP 
headquarters blast. 


cso: 4600/97 
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Lf 


KHAMENEI, ‘DISLIKED’ BY ARMY, LOSES COMMANDER APPOINTMENT 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 22 Oct 81 p 4 
[Article: "Khamenei Falls To Get Top Army Job"] 


[Text] In a surprise move late last week Ayatollah Khomeini delegated his powers as 
commander of the armed forces to the new chief of staff, General Zahir-Nejad. Ina 
letter to the general, Khomeini empowered him to exercise the authority of the 
"leader" in making decisions on running the army "in consultation with the president." 
Observers noted that Khomeini has deliberately refrained from appointing Khamenei 

as commander-in-chief of the army. Instead, he has all but in name made Zahir-Nejad 
the commander-in-chief, asking him to consult Khamenei. In contrast, Khomeini had 
made Bani-Sadr commander-in-chief when he became president. 


Meanwhile Majlis Speaker Hashemi-Rafsanjani fills in as Khomeini's personal represen- 
tative on the Defence Council, replacing Col Namju, who died in a recent plane crash. 


It seems Khomeini had no choice other than to keep Khamenei away from day-to-day 
running of the army because as undersecretary of Defence in the past Khamenei had 
earned the wrath of many army officers. -He is widely disliked by the professional 
military and his direct involvement in the activities of the army could have led 
to open revolt. 


Informed sources believe that the new commander of the ground forces, Col Ali Shirazi, 
is also detested by the officer corps because he is said to have helped train the 
revolutionary guards who are rivals to the army. 


Funnily enough, the revolutionary guards are losing their strength through a high 
casualty rate and desertions. Their main task is to fight political dissidents and 
serve as bodyguards for hundreds of mullahs in the Khomeini camp. Today all min- 
isters, Majlis deputies, Friday prayer leaders and pro-Khomeini mullahs and even 
prominent non-clerical supporters are each protected by a dozen or so Islamic body- 
guards. 


CSO: 4600/97 
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IRAN 


EMIGRE MOJAHEDIN URGE RESIGNATION OF KHOMEYNI REGIME OFFICIALS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 22 Oct 81 pp 4-6 
[Article: "Mojahedin Keep Up The Pressure’ ] 


[Text] Mojahedin-e-Khalq sources in Paris have continued their efforts to arouse 
world public opinion against the slaughter of their sympathisers during the past 
week. 


In Paris they circulated photographs and a short film, which was shown on French 
television, of executions of young supporters of the Mojahedin. They accused the 
Khomeini regime of executing more than 200 young boys and girls. The photographs 
showed youngsters of between 11-13 years who had allegedly been killed, 


The film was taken inside Evin prison with the complicity of sympathisers among guards 
there. It showed the hanging of a young Mojahedin sympathiser. The Mojahedin spokes- 
man said that 100 other sympathisers were forced to watch the hanging, which was 
carried out as a salutary warning because they refused to shout, "Death to Rajavi." 


The Paris newspaper France-Soir said evidence from Iran itself confirmed the stories 
of the killings of very young people. It cited another case of a youth named Majid 
Kashani, in Kazerun in southern Iran, whose mother and sister were summoned to be 
present at his execution. Confirming this story a Mojahedin spokesman said the 

hair of Kashani's sister, also accused of being involved in anti-Islamic activities, 
was shorn off and thrown into his face before he was shot. 


Although the Iranian authorities have continued to deny they have killed younger 
schoolchildre1, important officials like prosecutor Asad Lajevardi have pointed out 
that nine-year-old girls, under interpretation of Islamic laws, can be regarded as 
adults and be treated as such. In Islam a nine-year-old girl is old enough to marry, 
it has been pointed out. 


Meanwhile, inside Iran, a prominent leftist writer who in the early days of the 
revolution fully supported Khomeini has appealed to all "true revolutionary people 

and organisations" to support the National Council of Resistance announced by Mojahedin 
leader Masoud Rajavi and former president Bani-Sadr in Paris. Haj Seyed Javadi asked 
Iranians to react positively to the Mojahedin appeal, "for without united action no 
victory can be achieved for the liberation of Iran from fascist dictatorship." 
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In Paris a communique issued by three members of the National Front who are now in 
exile also appealed for a rapid union of all nationalist and patriotic forces. It 
asked Shapour Bakhtiar, head of the National Iranian Resistance Movement, and Ahmad 
Madani, former top official of the Khomeini regime now in exile, to come together 
and open the way for the freeing of Iran from the obscurantist forces who were 
destroying it. Both Bakhtiar and Madani have been members of the National Front. 


Although neither Baktiar nor Madani has reacted to the call some Paris observers 
predicted that the two men could move closer. But a Mojahedin spokesman ruled out 
any cooperation with them. 


Meanwhile, Hasan Nazih, another former Khomeini official who fled to Eurove, has 
appealed to Iranian diplomats and representatives of Iranian organisations who are 
abroad to resign in protest against the brutality of the Tehran regime. 


Tne Mojahedin, the latest edition of its clandestinely printed magazine Mojahed, 
has also warned all senior officials of the regime that they should resign now or 
suffer the consequences of their cooperation with murderers. It says that with the 
establishment of the National Council of Resistance the regime in Tehran has lost 
its constitutional validity. No excuse or pretext would be accepted from high 
officials of the government, judiciary, legislature or armed forces who did not 
quit now, the paper said. 


Speaking as "the elected president of Iran" Abol Hasan Bani-Sadr also called on all 
Iranians to turn on the Khomeini regime, which, he said, was in its final days. 
Rajavi made a similar forecast. 


The four Iranian diplomats at the consulate-general in the West German city of Ham- 
burg who resigned last week gave a press conference at the weekend to explain their 
action. 


Consul-general Kamran Malek, his deputy Mehdi Monshi, Hosen Moshari and a woman 
colleague, Shirin Yasna, have asked for political asylum in Germany after resigning 
their posts in protest at the Tehran regime's execution of its opponents and other 
"anti-national" policies. They belonged to no groups, they said, but felt it their 
national duty to make their protest. 


The four said that normally eight members of Khomeini's security, the Savama, worked 
at the embassy, vetting all visitors and all the work carried out at the consulate. 
They were in direct contact with the mosque in Hamburg which was the main centre for 
Savama's work in Germany. They said the secutiry men stopped processing of papers 
allowing students opposed to the regime to receive money from home and in one case, 
when a student returned to Iran after his father died, had him arrested while there 
to prevent his return. 
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IrAQ SEEN AS INCREASING PRESSURE ON TEHRAN 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 22 Oct 81 ppl, 2 
[Article: "Iraqis Put New Squeeze on Khuzestan"] 


[Text] Reports from Iran during the past week suggest Iraq may be embarking on a 
new phase of its war against Iran--prohably, some observers feel, out of desperation. 
Some observers see the latest air and ground attacks as a new bid to cause the 
collapse of the regime in Tehran. 


Although there has been no final confirmation, there is some evidence that bombing 
attacks on the (Gurreh) pumping station which sends oil to the Kharg island terminal 
have led to a cutting off of the flow to the island, Iran's biggest loading centre. 


Other raids have caused further damage to the world's biggest petro-chemicals instal- 
lation at Bandar Shahpour, at the head of the Persian Gulf, which was three parts 
completed at the time of the revolution. The Japanese partners in the enterprise 
recently gave up all attempts for the moment to come to a new agreement with the 
Iranians on completing the project. 


A third report, saying that Iraqi troops have captured the key town of Shoush, known 
to westerners as Susa, at the northern end of Khuzestan, could mean that land communi- 
cations between most of Iran and its oil resources have been cut. The road and rail 
links with the north pass close to Shoush. 


All this points to a renewed effort to bring new pressure on Tehran by cutting the 
regime off from its only economic resource. Indian and East European tankers which 
have been regularly using Kharg have been diverted to Lavan and Sirri terminals, 
whose total loading capacity is only 200,000 barrels per day. Until recently experts 
estimate that Iran has been exporting around 500,000 barrels per day. 


There have been new reports of Iraqi air raids on Kharg itself, which has a very big 
storage capacity and which has until now been well defended by missile systems. 
Shortage of missiles and other anti-aircraft defences may now have made this and 
other targets much more vulnerable to the Iraqis, observers say. 


Some commentators tied up the attacks on oil installations with the reports that 
Iran had decided to agree to reduce its oil prices by at least $2 a barrel to $35 

to join with other hardline countries in a move to reunite OPEC and restore the 
strength of the organisation. The cut in price would provide a much expanded market 
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for Iranian oil, and Baghdad, it is suggested, was trying to cut down Iran's capacity 
to take advantage of this. 


The Tehran government has also recentiy ordered all its oil company technicians and 
staff to go t- the south or face dismissal from their jobs. In spite of the uncer- 
tainty about housing and other matters many have already left. Cutting road and 
rail links could be another damaging blow to plans to get the oil industry into top 
working order again, it is pointed out. 


The energy correspondent of the Guardian in London summed up the precariousness of 
Iran's present financial position when he wrote this week: "Hard estimates of Iran's 
financial position are difficult to come by. The official price of the main oil 
grade is $37 (£70) a barrel, an umrealistic $5 (2.70) above the level charged by 
Saudi Arabia for similar oil. But much of Iran's oil is being sold at an effectively 
lower price through barter deals as the Tehran government attempts to maintain some 
kind of cash flow. 


"Official Iranian figures last month showed that oil income was running at $550 
million (£297) million a month--but in July the country's import bill was $1.3 billion 
(€702 million). It will be extremely difficult for the regime to stem imports of 
food, fuel and other essentials as winter approaches. 


"With foreign reserves down to about $3 billion (1.62 billion) or less, Iran may be 
forced to sell some of its holdings in foreign companies, such as a $6 billion (€3.2 
billion) share in Krupps of West Germany, to keep from economic collapse and to avoid 
a humiliating surrender to Baghdad's terms for peace.” 


Reports from Tehran hint that the regime has decided to clamp down on imports and 
face the consequences--again seen as a sign that the financial situation in Tehran 
is desperate. Rumours have also suggested Tehran has either sold a considerable 
quantity of gold, possibly through an intermediary country, or is considering a 
sale. 


According to Pakistani president Zia-ul-Haq peace between Iran and Iraq is at present 
far away. He said this week that the Islamic countries’ efforts in this direction 
were stalemated. 


One factor which it is felt may now be encouraging the Iraqis to press on with 
attempts to bring about the collapse of the Tehran regime is that few international 
experts see any solution to differences between the two countries on its borders 
other than that contained in the 1975 treaty which established Iranian rights now 
disputed by Iraq. It accords in every way with international law, they say. 


Thus, some commentators point out, the Iraqi leaders may see only the spectre of 
humiliation in a peace settlement now. They may prefer to gamble on gaining a 
breathing space to restore their own strength through reducing Iran to its knees. 
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TRAN 


FOREIGN POLICY OF ISLAMIC REPUBLIC DISCUSSED 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 19 Oct 81 ppl, 3 


[Text ] 


WHEN WE jammed the vast concourse of world Moslems 
to perform the Hajj pilgn this year, we had 
A gees to ae Caner first hand with 
of our brother Moslems from Syria and 
Libya and exchange views with them on a number 
of topics that concerned us mutually. 
A point that perplexed us was the resentment 
these pilgrims, whom we were able to spéak to, ex- 
Pp at the Islamic Republic’s build up of good 


relations with their own govemments. The point 
which surprised us was that these persons looked on 
their incumbent governments as having established 


too close ties with Soviet Union and on that score 
‘were reckoned by them not to be in line with true 
Islamic and popular governmenis. 

“The USSR is as much aganst Islam as the US,” they' 
told us. “While being hostile to all US puppet re- 
gimes how could the Isiamic Republic of Iran 
possibly have cordial ties with Soviet puppet go- 
vernments?” they questioned. They took their ar- 
gument further with us . nd asked how such an atti- 
tude could be reconciled with the Islamic Repub- 
lic’s toreign policy, based on the cardinal principle 
of: “No East, no West.” 


We countered their objections saying that it has 
always been the firm and undeviating policy of the 
Islamic Republic regime to base relations with 
other regimes taking into consideration the inalie- 
nable popularity of regimes among the masses of 
their people, and the corollary of their indepen- 
dence both from the USSR and the US. 


Again, we assured our brothers that if it was 
proved that any government was serving the inte- 
rests of any Superpower, be it either from the East: 
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or West, and it stood against Islam and its own peo- 
ple, then the Islamic government of Iran stood rea- 
dy to sever its political relations with such a re- 
gime or regimes. 


mF MD. Ay Aan wh. Ayn Fa 
public’s policies, shaping our attitudes to forei 

governments, we asked our pilgrim brothers to take 
a look at the way in which iran had severed ties 
completely with the regime of Anwar Sadat in 
Egypt, or that of the Jordanian Shah Hussein, and 
at our limited contacts with the Saudi regimes. In 
each case the Islamic Republic of Iran remained 
aloof from these regimes, because we were not in 
agreement with their policy trends as far as Islam 
and its relations to its own people were concemed. 
The Islamic Republic has expressed itself oe 
to extend help to all peoples wherever it becomes 


Nevertheless, the crux of our discussion with 
our pilgrim brethren are noted here only by way 
of example of varying attitudes and we do not pro- 
it to enter into polemics as to whether the — 

of oo} hy oe are “4 y being 
su cir own people or not. Nor do we 
erepen to ‘neriee cantar they are Islamic 
mments or not. Nor again do we wish to go 
into the question of whether their relations to the 
Eastem imperialists is the same as the relations of 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Iraq and others are to the 


What is most desirable, and that is what we 
wish to emphasize most pointedly here, is that the 
Foreign, Ministry of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
sh endeavor to make a aaveugh study of the 
motivations ot governments with whom Iran has 
dealings. to clarifv and ascertain what impels them 








to take their particular stance. it is possible that 
the heads of these countries may be US hardline 
opponents, but what we should study is whether or 
not their opposition to the US is because of Islam, 
or because of their relations to Soviet Union. 
If it is found that the opposition to the US say 
is determined merely because of a servile depen- 
dence on Russia and does not stem.from a desire to 
promote Islam only, then we cannot and should 
not espouse warm relations with that particular 
government or regime. On the contrary we should 
not only be cautious but move to be practically in 
a state of war with such 2 govemment or regime. 
As an addendum to our recommendation we 
would like to note that it would not simply be 
enough’ for“ the Foreign Ministry of- the Islamrc 
Republic to make’ their investigations and clarifica- 
tions through diplomatic channels alone. What is 
needed would be for investigations to be made’ 
more directly, by contact with groups represenun 
people within thoge countries and with people o 
all classes in those countries themselves. It is only 
on this basis that a true picture can be formed of 
the opinions and the will, determined by people’s 


under the govermments themselves. 

Imam Khomeini, the symbol of true Islam in 
whom the ideals of the Islamic Republic are ensh- 
rined once expressed the view that official and dip- 
lomatic tours alone would. not s»ffice and that it 
was most necessary for contacts to be made with 
people, who formed the broad base among the na- 
tions of the world. 

The Islamic Republic’s Foreign Ministry should 
not be heedless of the fact that most governments 
in today’s world are divested from their nations. 
If we engage in establishing close relations with 
such governments with no thought for the will of 
the people under them, then we risk loosing the 
support of the people in these nations. And there is 
the further danger that we will finally be encircled. 
by regimes who will end up sacrificing us and true 
Islamic ideals to the base interests of the West or 
the East. 

Let us remind ourselves here of the theory 
which states that governments should be viewed 
only as a bridge of contact with the larger base 
within the nations, to remind ourselves only be- 
cause it is an imperialist theory which seeks con- 
tact with govemments that lack popular support 
and so to increase their strangiehold on the nations 
themselves. We know that in the long min that such 
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a ploy is bound to fail. But the lesson for us is that 
contact with the popular forces and the peoples of 
the nations themselves can yield us for larger divi- 
dends and success in the end. 

Iranian officials, it must be stated here, know 
no other than that of frankness and truth- 
fulness. Is it then possible to be beguiled by foreign 
diplomats who resort to the most deceptive tac- 
tics? Our foreign officials should have it in mind to 
be most cautious with such a tribe and not trust 
them wholly. 

_ We are assured that the revolutionary and com- 
mitted officials of the Foreign Ministry will never 
compromise on the principle of “No East, no 
West, Islamic Republic only,” and it will be Islam 
as a third power which will liberate the deprived 
from the grip of all imperialists. 


by HAJI SEYYED HOSSEIN MUSAVIAN 





TRAN 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL TIES WITH SHAH'S REGIME ‘EXPOSED' 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 24 Oct 81 p l 
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TRAN 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL BLASTED FOR "NON-CHALANT' ATTITUDES 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 24 Oct 81 pp 3, 2 


[Article: "Amnesty International, The So-Called Guardian of Human Rights"] 


[Text ] 


FOLLOWING THE official request of the tnerna- __. When the U.S.-oriented tyrannical reign of the 
tional Amnesty (rgarization to visit the pnsons : Shah had condemned the iranian freedom fighters 
iran: and alter the issuance of an official announce- to excessive torture and life mnprisonment, the 
ment by the Iranian Foreign Ministry concernmg Amnesty International patched up a deceptive re- 
the respective conditions to fulfill this request, the port denying brutal tortures exercised in the pr- 
iran. 


iranian government is determined to unveil the so- sons ail over Ho 
called tireless efforts rendered by the Amnesty Or executions and savage tortures were betraved to 


ganization to preserve human a 2 : the revolutionary Iranians, the Amnesty Intemnatio- 
Prior to expressing our justifiable comments on nal was obliged to read just tts distorted report. 

the “note worthy” attempts to Amnesty Interna- During the tic reign of the toppled Pah- 

tional, we would like to emphasize the fact that levi regime, Ayatollah Hussein Qhaffari was arres- 

this International Organization has always assumed ted by the security guards on charge of deliveri 

a non-chalant alent policy when confronted with a imsiduous speech regarding the cruel liste of 


the savage brutalities inflicted upon the revolutio- the Monarch. Ayatollah Qhaffan was martyred in 
nary nations by the autocratic regimes. You are prison under extreme torture and an electric drill 
hereby presented with a detailed indifferent atti- sses applied to his head. And.as'usualy-the Anpnegs. 
tude of the Amnesty Organization in confrontation OC beens bs geet indiffermnt_ attitude 


with the cruel measures adopted against the Iranian towdrdé’ the murder of 2: ‘tevolutionary 
revolutionary Moslems: naan 

On the historical day, Khordad 15th 1342, The revolutionary Moslem intellectual, 
(June. 5th 1963) the Leader of the Shi’ite Moslem Ayatollah T had been a subject to extensive 
World, Imam Khomeini, protested agamst the dis- agonies infli by the ical Pahlavi regime 


criminative law of “Capitulation” associated with and this phony advocates of human nights, the Amr 
intensified restrictions on the performance of Isla- nesty Organization, never protested against the 
mic rituals. In consequence, the devout Iranian brutalities. Furthermore, Ayatollah Sa'di was arres- 
Modems revolted against the autocrauc Pahlavi re- ted by SAVAK agents on charges of betraying the 
gime, unfortunately, 15,000 Moslems were pro-Western policies and the brutal discriminations 
massacred by the savage guards of the Shah. As us- exercised by the corrupt Pahiavi regime and he was 
ual, the Amnesty Organization remained totally later pecs ak under nged torture in jail. The 
indifferent to this brutal massacre murders. Later, Amnesty inten was dumb and mute dunng 
the Shi'ite Leader of the Moslem World, imam the despotic reign of the deposed Shah. 
Khomeini, was imprisoned prior to expulsion from Amidst the dark reign of terror supervised by 
iran. Even when Imam Khomeini was expelled the ousted monarch, the promment re 
from his country, the Amnesty International main- Ayatollah Montazeri was frequently sentenced to 
tained its quite. 
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prolonged umprisonment and long term exies but 
the Amnesty International was quile uTespective of 
the proceedings mn the suppressed country. More- 
over this Internauonal Organization revealed no 
reacuon against the admunistrauion of the sophisti- 
cated courses of “Torure Techniques” master 
minded by the sadistic Zionist agents in Iran who 
provided the savage SAVAK agents with the latest 
‘developments”’ in the suppres- 
sion of the revolutionary nations. 

After the victorious occupation of the U.S. spy 
Den by the Moslem Student Followers of the 
Imam’s Line, the Amnesty International brayed 
that the Islamic Republic of Iran has violated the 
so-called Human Rights. On Black Frnday, Sept. 
8th, 1979, the autocratic regime of the deposed 
Shah martyred at least 5,000 Moslem demonstra- 
tors who had justifiably rebelled against tyrant. 
Even then the Amnesty International neglected 
this historical massacre. 

After the triumph . of the Islamic Re- 
volution, Shah’s Prime Minister. Hoveyda, _— 
with the Head of SAVAK, Nasiri were set on tri 
according to the righteous Islamic jurisdiction. La- 
ter, on the verdict of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Court, they were executed. Right after the appli- 
cation of the Islamic verdict, the Amnesty Inter- 
national serverely protested against the justifiable 
execution of these Imperialist elements. Even the 


official test of this International advocate of 
Human Rights was blared through the world-wide 
mass media. 


The International Amnesty Organization adop- 
ted a non-chalant policy in confrontation with the 
public massacre of the Mosiem demonstrators who 
opposed the aggressive dominant power of the 
shah. However, the very same Organization was di- 
rectly involved in contriving numerous conspiracies 
in Kurdestan, Khuzestan, Baluchestan and even in 
Tehran to topple the Islamic government through 
sporadic yy turmoil m our revolutionized 
country. In the course of the political upheaval, 
instigated by the mterational conspirators, the 
out-lawed political factions murdered the sincere 
Mosiem militants who had accomplished sacrificial 
exploits for the sake of their ic country. 
These savage counter-revolutionaries actually slau- 

tered and burned the ravaged bodies of the Mos- 
em combatant whose only crime was concerned 
wih. pr ing their country’s independence, 

- Withm the @eological perspective, the-supreme 
moment..of, the. Retributive Justice-- awaite—the 
criminals in the-tong run. In this respect, wien the 
out-lawed saboteurs and murderers are set on trial 
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in accordance with the Islamic junsdiction, the In- 
ternational Amnesty laments on their mevitable 
execuuion according to the aay “decrees. Sub- 
sequenuy, the mournful members of the Amnesty 
International beg for official permission from the 
islamic t to vist the in Iran so 
as to reassure the welfare of the onprisoned sabo- 


teurs who had mstigated armed opposition against 
the Islamic Republic regime. 

in the course of a catastrophic bomb blast at 
the Islamic Republic Party Headquarters n Tehran, 
at least 72 committed companions of Imam were 
martyred. 

Still the Amnesty International prefered 
silence to protest, when the respective representa- 
tives encountered the massacre of most of the 
authoritites of the Islamic government. And again 
during the second disasterous explosion at the 
Prime Ministry Office in Tehran ent Rajai, 
the Premier Bahonar were martyred; but still the 
Amnesty International did not even bother to issue 
a brief condolence message to the mournful Iranian 
nation. 

On the Intemational level, the Amnes- 
5. pursued the policy of silence 
the sudden ap coe of the Leader of 
the Shi‘ite Moslems in n, Imam Musa Sadr. 
Moreover, the same international advocate of 
human rights, the so-called Amnesty International 
remained particularly indifferent to the unjustifia- 
ble arrest of Sheikh Koshok, the leader of a. 
ptian Moslems who frequently denounced the be li- 
gereut policies of the Zionist Israel and encouraged 
the committed Moslems to unify for the ultimate 
emancipation of 
Again on 1979, the devout leader of 3 Million 
eae in Hagan was apprehended on charges 
fe) isl ¢ revolution nality of Imam 
<hhmeinie As usual, the Amnesty International 
was totally indifferent to this event. 











‘EXPORT OF REVOLUTION' THEME CAUSES FRICTION WITH ARABS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 22 Oct 81 pp 8-9 
[Article: "Export of Revolution Remains The Aim"] 


[Text] Clues to how Ayatollah Khomeini sees his own revolution, and his determination 
to spread it through propaganda among the masses everywhere, were given in a speech 

he gave this week to the newly-returned delegation to the recent inter-parliamentary 
conference in Havana. 


He told them, "Our revolution is based upon spirituality and God and those who are 
with us are those who agree with our line of unity. We must not forget the spiritual 
line for which we rebelled, the same line of spirituality which, despite our inef- 
ficiency in publicising it, has captured the world's attention for our revolution. 


"Tt is this line of spirituality which the aggressors resent. Be aware that wherever 
the aggressors and governments are against us the people will be with us. We must 
put people and their thoughts above all else and we must think of the people, not 
governments; for people and the masses are for the truth, for they have been under 
the sovereignty of the U.S. and the USSR and they have borne the burden of oppression. 


"We have so far been zero as far as propaganda is concerned. In addition to official 
visits we must go on unofficial ones so that we may wake up the world. If we wish 

to export the revolution we must do something so that the people take the reins of 
the government into their own hands, so that the so-called third class people can 
rule. . 


"It is only during unofficial visits that you can get in touch with the ordinary man 
on the street and enlighten him about the fact that he has no burden to bear. It is 
more interesting among the people and you can carry out your propaganda better." 


Something of the naivete of the mullahs’ minds can also be gleaned from the remarks 
of Hojatoleslam Moadikhah, the Minister of Islamic Guidance, when he gave a press 
conference and mentioned the subject of exporting of the revolution on his return 
to Tehran from the pilgrimage to Mecca. There he had obviously run afoul of his 
Saudi hosts’ susceptibilities. 


He told the newsmen, "Unfortunately, after the success of the revolution some dirty 
traitorous minds have tried hard to misinterpret the export of Islamic revolution. 
Therefore some countries believe that the export of revolution means interfering in 
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the internal affairs of other countries. Once more we announce that we have no 
intention of interfering in the internal affairs of any country and the governing 
of those countries is in the hands of their peoples. 


"But we have to say that by exporting the revolution we mean to show the true Islan, 
not the Islam that they have advertised. If this recognition takes place it will be 
a source of awakening and enlightenment for everyone." 


Moadikhah then announced that pilgrims who speak Arabic or learn by language before 
next year will have priority for the next Haj. He implied that this was aimed at 
the export of the revolution. 


"We wish to see Muslims of the world shouting against their enemies, American and 
Israel," he said. "We do not think that the Haj has been performed properly, because 
if it once were so a revolution would take place in the world." 


Referring to the letter King Khaled of Saudi Arabia wrote to Khomeini protesting 
about the behaviour of many of the Iranian pilgrims in Mecca, Moadikhah, who was 

sent on the pilgrimage to investigate incidents which broke out there between Saudi 
police and security men and Iranians, said everyone knew the Iranians were not shout- 
ing ‘Allah is Great, Khomeini is Great.’ 


"Sadat made the same interpretation last year," he said. "We consider this a mis- 
interpretation of our revolutionary slogans, not a mistake." 


Clashes between Saudi police and the Iranians continued right up until the end of 
the Haj ceremonies. Tehran radio protested that several pilgrims had been injured 
in the latest clashes with the authorities. 


Saudi Arabia denied using violence against any pilgrims. It said a few had been 
expelled from Mecca and Medina for irreligious behaviour. A spokesman added that 
the exaggerated reports were propaganda being used for "domestic purposes." 
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'AILING ECONOMY' AFFLICTED BY CASH CRISIS 


London 8 DAYS in English No 39, 3 Oct 


[Text ] 


A SERIOUS CASH crisis is the latest afflic- 
tion to be visited upon Iran's ailing 
economy. With imports reaching their 
highest level since the revolution, and oil 
income stagnant, the government has 
announced a crash programme to restrict 
foreign trade. 

Imports for the first seven months of 
1°°* totalled $7.9bn. During the same 
period, monthly income from oil sales 
accumulated at a rate of just $550m. Asa 
response to the large shortfall, Iran's central 
bank has now ordered a two-week halt in 
the issuing of all letters of credit, and has 
imposed further long-term restrictions. 

Imports have been averaging $1.lbn a 
month during 1981, rising to $1.Sbn during 
June and July. The government wants to 
reduce the total requirement to some 
$900m a month, and has set a six-month 
deadline for achieving their target. 

With oil production still at a modest 
650,000 barrels a day, and no sign of an 
impending increase, the new measures are 
seen as the only mechanism which can close 
the trade gap. But like all recent attempts by 
Iran's economic planners to achieve short- 
term results, the latest efforts are certain to 
run into enormous difficulties. 

The central bank has issued two letters 
enacting its decisions. While the first bans 
all letters of credit for the period from 15 
September to 28 September, the second 
limits imports of raw materials, armaments, 
food and capital goods to a bare minimum. 
Private sector importing of finished goods 
and ‘luxuries’ is banned. 

In 1979 it was estimated that 87 per cent 
of all Iran's food requirements were 
imported. Now, after a year of war and 
extensive economic dislocation, it seems 
certain that such dependence has deepened. 
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To cut food imports, in particular, will cause 
enormous problems on the home market. 
In addition, the central bank's drive 
against imports coincides with the period 
during which consumer spending is 
expected to rise. Autumn is the time when 
Iranians traditionally prepare for their hard 
winter by stocking up with food, fuel and 
clothing. Domestic spending and imports 
would normally increase in volume. 

Even without the proposed cuts the Ira- 
nian population is under severe pressure. 
Last year’s official inflation figure of 27 per 
cent is estimated to have increased to at 
least 40 per cent. Efforts to control inflation 
and ensure regular food supplies by ration- 
ing have merely encouraged a thriving black 
market. 

In Tehran last week, one kilo of meat 
(one family's ration for a day) was on sale at 
an official price of 16 toman ($2). The black 
market price for those unwilling to queue 
was 100 toman ($12). Chicken at 26 toman 
($3.25) per kilo (official price) or 40 toman 
($5) per kilo (black market) was less expen- 
sive. But for other necessities — such as 
washing powder at 3 toman (37 cents) or 20 
toman ($2.50) on the black market per pac- 
ket — the mark-up was even higher. 

For many Iranians, it seems that the 
economy is out of control and that the gov- 
ernment is incapable of asserting its author- 
ity. A number of pressures have paralysed 
much of the country’s internal life. The war 
with Irag continues at enormous cost — the 
monthly bill for imported military supplies 
is running at some $300m, almost 60 per 
cent of oil earnings. The economic life of the 
front line province of Khuzestan has been 
thrown into chaos, with the continuing 
threat of Iraqi bombardment making resto- 
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ration work in the oil fields and industrial 
centres almost impossible. 

Such problems would tax even a well- 
established government. But repeated 
assassinations have removed almost the 
whole leadership of the Islamic Republican 
Party (IRP) while ministerial reshuffles and 
a series of elections have disrupted the usual 
channels of decision-making. Perhaps most 
seriously, the government's earlier plans for 
centralised control of trade seem to have 
ground to a halt. The present group in con- 
trol of Tehran — led by Ayatollahs Mous- 
savi Ardebili and Madavi Kami — is ideolog- 
ically committed to a rejection of central 
planning. As a result, an estimated $8bn 
worth of foreign trade remains under the 
control of certain sections of the bazaar, and 
passes freely through the black rnarket. 

For months, the government has been 
more concerned with security than with 
planning. Moreover. the measures taken 
have contributed to economic dislocation 
and falling production. Constant purges by 
the Anjoman Islami — the ‘Islamic 
societies which replaced the post-Shah 
‘revolutionary committees — have led to 
the dismissal of many workers. Manage- 
ment and technical grades have been 
attacked for being ‘overpaid’, and shopfloor 
workers for being ‘counter-revolutionary’ 
— and accused of sympathising with oppo- 
nents of the regime such as the Mujaheddin. 

With news of each major assassination, 
factory mass meetings have been called by 
the Anjoman Islami to offer prayers and 
orations for those killed. This, added to the 
shortages of spare parts and chronic break- 
downs in central administration. makes 
continuous production difficult. In Tehran, 
a close observer of the industrial scene 
commented that ‘almost no consistent work 
is being done’ in the major factories. 

The tense atmosphere in the workplaces 
and streets is indicative of deepening frust- 
ration with the regime's methods. Whether 
ordinary Iranians will accept the latest 
widespread restrictions on the import of 
their day-to-day necessities remains to be 
seen. 
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IRANIAN EXILES TEMPORARILY REASSURED BY CAIRO REGIME 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 16 Oct 81 pp 2, 3 


[Text] For Iranian exiles the events in Cairo over the past week were traumatic. 
Engulfed themselves by a wave of the same combination of mindless religious 
fanaticism and seemingly nihilistic forces in the West they watched with 

anguish as their main sympathiser was carried to his grave at a dramatic, unreal 
ceremony that stifled the agony of the compatriots he loved. 


Iranian women could identify with Mrs Sadat as she and her womenfolk appeared 
without headcover, reflecting their defiance of the anachronistic forces which 
had destroyed her husband. They could also appreciate the president's widow's 
sadness that the mass of the Egyptian people with whom her husband was so 
popular could not be allowed, because of security problems, to demonstrate their 
grief in a way Sadat himself would have liked. 


She must have known that the Western press would seize on the stark ceremony, 

and the subdued reaction of the public because their normal avenues of expression 
of their feelings were blocked to them, as a sign that few were mourning his 
death. The grotesque and callous commentaries of many of the reporters, con- 
firming all the sentiments of the late president in his criticisms of their 
methods and attitudes at press conferences in the weeks before his death, were 
strictly true to form. 


But these were the comments of the roving reporters, who spend their few days in 
every corner of the globe and pontificate mindlessly on every matter that they 
have not even begun to understand. Different were the bitter articles of people 
like David Hirst, of THE GUARDIAN, whose deep emotional involvement with the 
Palestinian cause obliterates more objective feelings on such occasions. Only 

two weeks earlier, he had written an abusive, almost threatening attack on 

Sadat which even THE GUARDIAN foreign editor, not noticeably a gentleman of 
unalloyed unbias, had had to accompany with an article by colleages James MacManus 
which resignedly refuted the worst of Hirst's outburst. 


In fact, the comments and editorials by writers like Patrick Seale and others 
with real knowledge of the Middle East were much more balanced in favour of the 
important qualities of Sadat and his contribution to breakthrough in the Middle 
East impasse. The LONDON OBSERVER, often critical of Sadat, headlined its front 
page story, "Egyptians Bury Man of Peace" and its editorial page, "His Death 
Must Not Be in Vain." 
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Seale, in an article on Islamic fundamentalism, wrote, "For the Islamic militants 
Sadat's peace gamble, seen as brave and imaginative in the West, was so much sand 
in their mouths. It has been suggested that in Egypt the fundamentalists have 
swollen to some half a million activists and sympathisers. Whether this figure 
is accurate or not, they remain a minority trend. The mass of Egyptians leave 
fanaticism out of their devotions and heartily approve of the end of the war 

with Israel." 


Reading the articles of the "Here for 24 hours" reporters on the other pages of 
the paper and in other Western journals one would have got the impression they 
knew better than Seale and other old hands on the Mid-East scene. Simon 
Winchester wrote in THE SUNDAY TIMES, in an article headed in contradiction to 
most other headlines "Sadat Buried by His Foreign Friends" "All Egypt, the 
nation in which by the time of his death he (Sadat) was no longer a hero, 
remained as steadfastly indifferent to his interment as they had to his passing 
last Tuesday." He gave the impression that Sadat's compatriots had deliberately 
stayed away from his funeral rather than being kept away for obvious security 
reasons. 


Though Winchester's piece was a typical example of the aridness of the mentality 
of so many Western reporters he did give some pleasure to Iranians by referring 
to the presence of "Reza Pahlavi, the next Shan of Iran," which seemed almost 
prophetic to them. Although there had been some fears that Sadat's departure 
might mean a change of attitude to the imperial family's presence in Cairo, 

the succession of vice-president Hosni Mubarak meant that in the short term 

at least they will be ensured of security of residence. Morocco or even Jordan 
are considered as possible alternatives in the event of any decision to leave 
Cairo for political considerations, exile sources suggested. But eventually, 

if there is no call to the young Shah to return to Iran in the event of a change 
of regime, the United States is seen as the logical place for the family to 
settle, if only because of the need for security and facilities for the younger 
children's studies. 


The now obvious realisation among Americans that Carter and his administration 
bear at least part of the responsibility for the events in Iran and the sub- 
sequent carnage means the public in the United States feels they have a moral 
obligation to the imperial family, exile sources in Paris contend. There is 
also now no mood among the general public in any Western country to make any 
decisions with the feelings of the astonishingly barbaric regime in Tehran in 
mind. 


Iranians throughout the Western world flocked to Egyptian embassies to offer 
their condolences on the death of Sadat, which to most of them was a severe 
psychological blow. Sadat's warmth towards not only the imperial family but 
all the exiles, and his honest condemnation of the Khomeyni regime's brutality 
while other world leaders kept an embarrassed silence in case their economies 
were affected by imprudent remarks, earned widespread respect for him amongst 
Iranians forced to leave their country. 
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EXECUTIONS, ARRESTS CONTINUE UNDER KHOMEYNI REGIME 


London 8 DAYS in English No 39, 3 Oct 81 pp 16-17 


[Article by Philip Marfleet: 


Shopfloor"] 


[Text ] 


INTERVIEWS and discussions with [ran- 
ian shopkeepers and workers in industry, 
teaching and the civil service have revealed 
the extent to which the fundamentalists’ 
repressive measures are affecting practi- 
cally every facet of their daily round. 

Constant purges in the country’s factories 
and offices are a source of anxiety for many 
workers. The Anjoman Islami (Islamic 
Societies) maintain an unremitting offen- 
sive against ‘counter-revoiutionaries . and 
workers are regularly searched as they 
arrive, even as they change. In Tehran fac- 
tories they are observed throughout work- 
ing hours, and in some establishments the 
fundamentalist militants have banned any 
form of discussion during working time. 

There is also a ban on the writing of 
slogans, and the fundamentalists are on the 
alert for any sign of the ‘subversive’ litera- 
ture of opposition groups like the 
Mujaheddin. Workers have been followed 
from the factories, and on at least one occa- 
sion shot in the street, after raising suspt- 
cions that they had conducted ‘illegal’ meet- 
ings. 

Factory workers 8 Days talked to have 
been particularly angered by the shopfloor 
mass meetings at which both management 
and workforce have been asked to expose 
opposition ‘collaborators. In a_ recent 
announcement the government decreed 
that all strikers are also to be viewed as 
‘counter-revolutionaries . and henceforth 
risk the death penalty. 

The purges are not limited to industry. 
Traditionally, teachers have been permitted 
to choose their area of work. but for the 
current academic year they have been allo- 
cated schools by the ministry of education, 


"Life Under Khomeini: 


which has also announced that it intends to 
employ 40,000 extra staff. Many teachers 
told 8 Days they felt this was a move to 
phase out existing staff and replace them 
with ideologically reliable supporters of the 
regime. 

Meanwhile the Islamic Republican Party 
is taking its fundamentalist principles into 
the streets in an ever-more militant form. 
Enthusiastic hezbollahis stand outside many 
supermarkets to supervise women shop- 
pers, ensuring that they enter properly 
attired. Notices tell women shoppers: 
‘Remember the Islamic headscarf . Iranians 
say that those who forget find it well-nigh 
impossible to get served. 

Many Iranians I talked to are particularly 
upset by the Revolutionary Guards’ treat- 
ment of women suspected of being oppo- 
nents of the regime. They said that on more 
than one occasion Tehrani women have 
been violently abused in the streets, and had 
their veils torn from them. 

Government employees said they have 
now been confronted with a further, almost 
unbelievable restriction. All fair-haired 
women have been instructed to dye their 
hair black or dark brown... 

Iranians who talked to 8 Days said they 
resented this supervision of personal 
appearance and the most mundane daily 
routines; they said that while they are in 
favour of an Islamic form of government, 
they do not want the present rule of the 
fundamentalist clergy. 

The recent restriction closing parks and 
forbidding mountain climbing and hill walk- 
ing (which is believed to encourage the 
assembly of dissidents) is taken by many to 
be a slightly ridiculous index of the govern- 
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The Crackdown Reaches the 


ments loss of confidence, and reflects the 
IRP’s own nervousness at the success of the 
opposition, particularly that of the 
Mujaheddin. Over the past month the 
Mujaheddin have abandoned their clandes- 
tine methods and openly challenged the 
Revolutionary Guards. 

As part of their campaign during what 
they have designated’ The Month of Blood’. 
groups of Mujaheddin have started appear- 
ing in the streets of Tehran to distribute 
anti-regime literature. In some of Tehran's 
busiest shopping centres Mujaheddin 
women, in their blue headscarves, have 
assembled suddenly to hand out lea‘lets 
denouncing the regime as ‘fascist’. Chanting 
‘Death to Khomeini, they have waited until 
Revolutionary Guards have arrived and 
then male Mujaheddin have taken these on 
in armed warfare. 

The Muyhaheddin say their shock tactics 
are designed to show that the regime is too 
weak to prevent them mobilising in the 
streets at will. Their ability to organise these 
street “events and their continued success 
in penetrating the security screen around 
top IRP members has resulted in the gov- 
ernment undertaking what one Tenran 


called °a real reign of terror." We have been 
promised street executions. and for the first 
time people are really frightened. he told 
& Days. 

Large numbers of suspected dissidents 
are rounded up every day. One visitor to the 
Evin Prison in Tehran said that its long cor- 
ridors are lined with blindfolded suspects — 
men to one side. women to the other. He 
added that rooms in the prison are filled 
with sacks of confiscated pamphlets and 
newspapers. 

Attempts to arrest Mujaheddin have led 
to serious confrontations: in a recent inci- 
dent, 500 Revolutionary Guards sur- 
rounded a Tehran house occupied by a small 
number of Mujaheddjn, and after an unsuc- 
cessful siege lasting several hours, the area 
was cleared and the house demolished by 
rocket fire. It is believed that of the eight 
Mujaheddin under seige four were killed. 
the others arrested. while six Revolutionary 
Guards died in the action. 

Iranians we spoke to said the IRP ts 
becoming increasingly isolated from an 
angry and frustrated population. There 
seems to be a widespread. though largely 
passive. support for the Mujaheddin. While 
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Opposition newspapers have long since 
failed to appear. leaflets are produced regu- 
larly.* We copy out five or six and pass them 
on. ene Mujaheddin supporter told 8 Days. 
‘This is our printing press. 

The Mujaheddin maintain the only alter- 
native news source to the_government- 
controlled media. Twice a day their radio 
station broadcasts news of opposition 
activities and calls to organise against the 
government. It has a large audience. 

Attendance at Friday prayers at Tehran 
University — the traditional assembly point 
for IRP supporters — has dwindled to some 
seven or eight thousand. In order to orches- 
trate the enormous funeral processions 
which have followed recent assassinations 
the government has bussed in mourners 
from all over Iran, claimed several Tehranis 
we spoke to. 

In these circumstances the regime's latest 
official campaign of repression was widely 
anticipated. At Friday prayers in Qom 
recently, prayer leader Ayatollah Janati 
asked that revolutionary courts ‘destroy the 
opponents of the government — to the last 
man. In Tehran. revolutionary court judge 
Hojatolesiam Mohammadi Gilani has 
recommended that rebels wounded in street 
demonstrations be ‘finished off. The offi- 
cial newspaper /slamic Republic added that 
Gilani called for: ‘The punishment deter- 
mined by the Quran, death by the worst 
means: by hanging, by amputation of the 
right arm and the left leg. 

Ayatollah Tabrizi, the prosecutor gen- 
eral. has announced that formal hearings 
against those suspected of participating in 
armed demonstrations against the regime 
will no longer be necessary. Two witnesses 
of any such action will be sufficient for a 
‘court’ to be held on the spot. Revolution- 
ary Guards will then be empowered to 
carry out executions. 

With the government turning the screw 
against any hint of organised oppostion, and 
now introducing strict measures against 
imports of even basic foodstuffs. there is 
every indications that resentment will con- 
tinue to grow. 


TERMS FOR AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL VISIT TO IRAN DECLARED 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 22 Oct 81 p l 


[Text ] 


tkrina:., ‘“srs) — The Forei- 
gn Affairs Ministry of the 
tslammc Republic of Iran issued 
a Statement regarding the cont- 
nved and artificial protests of 
the Ammnesty§ Intemational 
Organization against the Judic- 
iary of the Islannc Republic of 
Iran. 

The full text of the state- 
ment reads as follow: 

“In the Name of God, the 
Compassionate, the Meraful 

“USled international imp- 
erialism resorts to a number of 
ticks to support its murderous 
agents in our country and also 
to overthrow the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 

The prnaple theme of 
US propaganda in the past 
several months had been to 
convinw world public opinion 
that there is no stability in 
Iran. The participation of 
about 17 million people in the 
recent presidential election, the 
great victory in the Abadan 
fronts and the continuous, 
widespread involvement of 
mullions of people in the scenes 


have utterly repudiated that 
the me. 

Now the US is propagand- 
izing against the Iranian Judic- 
iary employing a new approach 
to revive the faultening count- 
errevolution. In this context 
the pretentious protests of 
Amnesty International are to 
be understood. As the great 
leader of the Islammc 
Revolution has said: “The goal 
of the uproar of this and sim- 
lar organiaations is nothing but 
to aid their masters.” 

We are certain of the 
health of this institution and 


its Divine authority which is 
clearly shown by the openness 
with which the three governm- 
ent branches of our country, 
enact their duties. We do not 
see anything wrong if the reaii- 
ties of our Islamic Socety 
are shown to the people of the 
world. Indeed imperialism tries 
its best to prevent these realit- 
ies from being presented to the 
oppressed of the world. 

the recent 
request of Ammest? Intermati- 
onal to review the judical 
process in the Islamic Republic 
of Iran in order to expose the 
deceitfuiness and real nature 
of these organizations to the 
world's people, hereby states 
the following three conditions 
for the visit of any internation- 
al mission to study and report 
on our judiciary. 

1. To eliminate any suspi- 
con about any Ziomst tenden- 
cy on the part of this organiza- 
tion, we suggest hereby that 
the organization condemn 
explictely the massacres of 
Kufr Qasem and Deir Yassin 
and those in Southem Lebanon 
carried out by the Israeli war- 
mongets to make known the 
savage conditions and tortures 
within the prisons of the 
regime occupying Qods. 

2. TO RULE OUT 
ANY SUSPICION THAT 
THIS ORGANIZATION 
IS ALIGNED WITH US 
IMPERIALISM, WE CALL 
ON THIS ORGANIZATI- 


ON TO CONDEMN US 
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MEDDLING IN’ THE 
AFFAIRS OF OTHER 
NATIONS, ESPECIALLY 
THOSE OF EGYPT, EL 
SALVADOR, AND 
SAUDI ARABIA AND 
NOT TO EVADE ITS 
HUMAN OBLIGATIONS 
UNDER THE ALIBI 
THAT THE POLITICAL 
NATURE OF THESE 
SUBJECTS PUT THEM 
OUTSIDE THE SCOPE 
OF AMNESTY INTER- 
NATIONAL’S MISSION 
AS DEFINED BY 


ITSELF. 

Certainly, the offical of 
this organization know better 
than anybody else that US 
imtervention in the affairs ef 
other nations has led to instan- 
ces of massive bloodletting 
world-wide., The September 
8th Black Friday massacre in 
which 4,000 people were gun- 
ned down by the shah’s troops 
in Shohada (formerly Zhaieh) 
Square of Tehran is one such 
instance. Who can deny that 
crimes perpetrated against polit- 
ical prstiners ite part and 
parcel of the politis and 
actions of the world powers? 
The haillowness of (Amnesty 
International's) svowedly apoli- 
tical nature is :eveaec in its 
reticence towards the most 
brutal, and the most bloodthir- 
sty regime of the world, name- 
ly the US, simply because the 








US wmgenvously claims not to 
have such prisoners. 

3.Time and again, this 
organizanon has referred to * 


‘accept international pnnapies’ 
or ‘mtemational law’ wm its 
statements. We want the organ- 
ization to clanfy expbatly 
whether the Islamic lega) princ- 
iple accepted by one bilhon 
Moslems, are counted among 
these ‘nternmatonally accepted 
pnnapies. or if these rely only 
to the pnnaples of the US and 
whatever prinaples which are 
accepted by the crmunal US 
regime. 

The Organization must 
declare whether it counts the 
pnnaples of Islamc law as 
being among those of generally 
accepted international law and 
if the people who run the 
Organizahon and its mussion 
members are famuliar with 
Islarmc law and with the elabo- 
rate training and Ume-<orsum- 
ing due process of the Islamic 
judge and counts or not? 

S- It is natural for us to 
expect any inveshigation mmussi- 
on to include at least one 
committed Moslem lawyer who 
is well grounded in Islamic 
jurisprudence and its judiaary 
We would particularly like to 
recommend scholars like Shei- 
kh Kushk in Egypt or other 


inde pendent jurisprudents 
having no leaning towards the 
US. 


& THE ORGANIZAT- 
1ON MUST PROMISE TO 


APOLOGIZE FOR MAL- 
LY TO THE GREAT 
NATION OF IRAN _ IF 
DURING THEIR TRIP 
TO IRAN THEY FIND 
THAT THE FORMER 
STATEMENTS AND 
ALLEGATIONS OF 
THEIR ORGANIZATION 


WERE UNFOUNDED. 


A spokesman for Interna- 
tional Amnesty announced 
that the organization would 
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KHOMEYNI MINISTER RUMORED AMONG ARRESTED PILGRIMS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 16 Oct 81 pp 4, 5 


[Text] The reported arrest in Mecca of Iran's minister for Islamic guidance 
Ma'edikhah, who was said to have been held as he shouted and distributed 
leaflets at the Grand Mosque, may have sparked off an angry letter by 

Saudi King Khaled to Ayatollah Khomeyni, according to some observers of the 
Iranian scene. 


The news that Ma'edikhah was among Iranians arrested for what the Saudi king 
termed ‘improper behaviour’ was given by a source close to the Iranian consulate 
in Jeddah, though the Saudis did not confirm it. Presumably he was released 

as soon as his identity was discovered, despite the obvious breach of even 
elementary protocol. 


Scores of Iranian pilgrims, who are said to include large numbers of specially 
instructed revolutionary guards and hezbollahis among their number of 70,000, 
have been arrested during the pilgrimage. Their presence has given the Saudi 
authorities a big headache and raised the possibility that Iranians will be 
barred from the Haj next year. 


According to Tehran Radio, the Saudi monarch, in his letter to Khomeyni, accused 
Iranian pilgrims of unruly and highly improper behaviour during the Haj 
ceremonies. Reportedly the Iranian pilgrims had used this religious occasion 

to make political demonstrations and shout slogans such as ‘Allahu Akbar, 
Khomeini Rahbar' (Khomeyni is great leader). To use God's designation for 
Khomeyni, the Saudi leader was reported to have written, was very improper. 


In reply Khomeyni said that everything in Islam must be aimed at achieving 
political objectives, and that the Haj ceremony was no exception *o that rule. 
Khomeyni also said that the real significance of the Haj was not in its tradi- 
tional rituals, but its use as a platform to create interest among Muslims 

in political issues of the day. 


The Grand Mosque had been used for religious and political activities in the 
time of the Prophet, Khomeyni said, and there had been a long tradi-ion of 
political activity since. 








"Why should that be an offence?" Khomeyni demanded. "Why should Saudi police 
use boots and arms to arrest pilgrims and take them to jail?" He told the 
Saudi monarch that his servants must have been giving him incorrect reports. 


Meanwhile, Majlis speaker Hashemi-Rafsanjani told deputies on Sunday that the 
pro-Khomeyni pilgrims had simply shouted slogans against Israel and the 

United States, and that they had cried, "Allahu Akbar, Khomeyni Rahbar"... 

‘Kho «ni is leader) Rafsanjani added that the message of militant Islam would 
shake tiie foundations of the Saudi royal house despite the delivery of 
U.S.-made AWACS planes. 


Many observers believe that Khomeyni and his henchmen are deliberately using 
the Haj orcisien to destabilise Saudi Arabia and its regime. 


"Khomeyui himself is not interested in such affairs as Haj or pilgrimage, except 
for its nolitical opportunities," one Iran watcher told IPS. 


"Since his return to Iran nearly three years ago Khomeyni has not yet paid a 
visit to the holy shrine in Mashad, which is revered by Iranian Shi'ites more 
than any other and which is close at hand. This shows his lack of interest in 
matters of purely religious significance. His only interest is in religion 

as politics; he sees matters of faith as means to achieve political ends." 


Another commentator said: '"Khomeyni's efforts in cynical politicisation of 
religion are reaching an absurd point. He could be forgiven if he were to use 
politics to strengthen religion, but in fact he is using religion to achieve 
his own political ends." 


Many Iranians are angry that they have not been allowed to go on the Haj 
pilgrimage this year because the regime wanted to allot all available foreign 
exchange allocated for the pilgrims for their own political mercenaries. "He 
does not let bonafide pilgrims go to Mecca, but he pays public funds to send 
mercenaries there to stir up trouble," one enraged Iranian told IPS. 


Though Khomeyni may well have created some trouble for the Saudis, at home he is 
losing more ground, Tehran sources report. He has lost credibility and respect, 


to the extent that civil servants in government offices and soldiers in the 
barracks now openly criticise him, they say. 
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WEST MISUNDERSTANDS TRUE CHARACTER OF ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 16 Oct 81 pp 5-7 


[By an Iranian writer who questions the source of the fanatics" dynamism and 
the validity of an Islamic movement ] 


[Text] How much longer will it be before the West realises the truth about 
Islamic fundamentalism and the threat it presents to the world order? That 
was the question which many Middle Easterners who do not view their own 
Muslim faith with fanaticism were asking last weekend after the assassination 
of Anwar Sadat. 


Sadat was murdered solely because he was serving Western rather than anti- 
Western interests, it is pointed out. The guiding principle of Islamic 
fundamentalism is only superficially a return to the Islam of medieval times, 
or that at present practised in countries where medieval ideas hold sway--the 
real aim is to destroy the Western world's order, its domination cf the 
Middle East in particular, and its influence throughout the rest of the world. 


The West's mistake is ‘in failing to understand the real character of Islamic 
fundamentalism, believing it is a desire to return to some spiritual paradise 
where all men were happy. It is identified with the hankerings of so many 

jaded Westerners for some more primitive, carefree way of life and some spiritual 
justification for doing away with material things. 


Nothing could be more mistaken. Islamic fundamentalism, like the socialist 
revolutions, is fired by hate. With Muslims this is the hate of colonisers 
who have followed up their physical domination of the Muslim world with 
technological and psychological domination. With the working class revolutions 
the spur was hatred of the ruling classes who had for so long oppressed them. 
Just as the socialist revolutions obliterated the bourgeois groups who made 
the domination of the ruling classes possible through their skills and 
services, so those in. the Middle East who serve the West must be wiped out to 
remove the colonisers' agents. 


The socialist revolutions drew their inspiration from Western ideas and were 


organised by planners with Western culture and minds. The first successful 
Islamic revolution, that in Iran, was partially carried out by Muslim fanatics, 
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who were able to understand the minds of the mass of Iranians and rouse the 
fanaticism that was necessary for the majority of Muslims to go into action 

in a way Western logic or simple political philosophy could not. But the 
revolution was planned by Western minds, Marxists and other leftists who, once 
they acquired the cooperation of the mullahs to reach the people, overthrew 
the Shah's system with an efficiency and speed which no solely Muslim 
opposition group could have achieved. 


The leftist Mojahedine-Khalq activists and their comrades had been hard at work 
trying to obtain public support for their fight against the Shah for many years, 
with no success at all. It was only when Khomeyni and his fanatical mullahs 

moved in that the Iranian public took any notice of the opposition. All earlier 


political movements in Iran had been confined to skirmishing among the ruling 
class. 


The efforts of Bani-Sadr, Yazdi and his so-called liberal colleagues to organise 
a Western-style socialist society in Iran never even took off and were doomed to 
failure from the day the extremist clergy decided they were going to decide the 
future of the country. They knew Iranians and their thought processes, and 
Bani-Sadr's long years away had misled him into thinking his people thought 
differently than they did. He was soon a pathetic, hopeless figure who, neither 
true Westerner nor genuine Muslim, lost his Western logic under strain and began 
to pursue suicidal policies that assured his doom. 


In Egypt, Saudi Arabia and other parts of the Middle East, and then Muslim areas 
of the Far East, similar uprisings are planned by the fanatics of the left and 
the Islamic extremists, who have proved in Iran that in the short run, their 
interests are identical. And as far as the majority of them are concerned, even 
if only some of them realise it, in the long run, too. 


For, as has happened in the West, the young people of the present Islamic world 
are looking forward ultimately to a secular society, but one free of Western 
domination. They hope it will be the non-Western world which dominates the 
West, and Western people can learn just what it is like to spend centuries as 
the underdogs, humiliated by cultural and social stagnation, shamed by the 
unthinking arrogance of the newly dominant alien culture and military strength. 
It is the deep resentment over this that gives the "Islamic revival" its real 
motivation for the young, not a desire to go back to a society regulated by 

the Qoran. 


lronically, it was the failure of the Christian West to subdue the Muslims that 
sparked off the soul searching that led to cultural renaissance in the West. 

But the Muslims, left at first to themselves, and then conquered and made the 
dependents of the infidels, were left to stagnate. The alternative to stagnation 
was adoption of Western ways and abandonment of the tenets of religion, which 
had not been replaced by more pragmatic philosophies as in the resurgent parts 

of the world. 


The tragedy was that the Qoran was merely one more politico-religious manifesto. 
Islam's early thinkers were mostly children of older cultures like the Persian 
and Greek. While the Arab occupation revived Persia's own culture the Arabs 
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had no true culture of their own. They absorbed as much as they could of others, 
but as the pressures of those superior cultures grew so the Arabs constantly 
withdrew into the proscribed world laid down by a book and a prophet who knew 
nothing of the greater world outside primitive Arabia. 


As a philosophical and even practical guide for everyday life that book, like 
the Bible and similar works, has its values. As a set of regulations for living 
it is often a preposterous anachronism. It is perhaps the prime condemnation 

of Islam as a genuine philosophy that its adherents depend almost solely on one 
book tor their inspiration and that primarily Persian and to a lesser degree 
other cultures have made up most of what is seen as Arab culture today. 


The idea that any higher entity would be concerned with how we wash ourselves 
and what we eat may seem absurd to a rational Western mind. But it is the kind 
of limitation of thinking that provides fertile ground for those who seek to 
sow hatred of opposing creeds or ways of life. And that, the enemies of the 
West have realised, is where their greatest chance today lies. 


The West's dependence on oil for its economies, its degeneracy, hastened by the 
slaughter of the cream of its manhood in wars fought by two successive generations, 
the confusion of people in Western societies, this exacerbated by second-rate 
leadership thrown up by obsolete democratic systems--all these factors have given 
those who look for a completely new order of things a great opportunity. Best 

of all, the creation of Israel in the heart of the Muslim world, with the failure 
ot the West to prevent the killing and oppression of the Palestinian Arabs, has 
made a whole generation of young Arabs anxious for vengeance. 


And these same forces know that Islam, once its fanaticism has been exhausted 

and the West has been brought to its knees, will be no match for more pragmatic 
cultural and social ideas. For the moment that fanaticism is directed to 
weakening the West, except in Afghanistan, where the West's own cynical foment ing 
of it in a futile bid to prevent inevitable change ironically only serves to 

fan the flame of the same dangerous fire throughout the Middle East. 


If Western leaders recognise these factors they will at least perhaps be able to 
make the decline of their liberal societies a less painful process for their 
citizens than it must be if they don't try to combat something they are helping 
to make inevitable. 
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TRAN 


BAZARGAN SAID TO BE IN HIDING 
London [RAN PRESS SERVICE in English 16 Oct 81 pp 7-8 


[Text] Former prime minister of the provisional government of Iran after the 
arrival of the Ayatollah Khomeyni, Mehdi Bazargan, was reported to be in hiding 
after a violent reaction to a speech he made in the Majlis pleading for an end 
to the executions of young opponents of the government. 


The Majlis session broke up in pandemonium after Bazargan's speech, in which he 
said the bloodshed and intoierance was threatening the future of the Islamic 
republic. The Speaker stopped his speech, and Islamic extremists formed 
processions to march on the Majlis in protest and demand the execution of 
Bazargan himself. 


The proceedings had been broadcast live, as usual, over Tehran Radio and the 
startled public were not surprised that the broadcast was suddenly cut without 
explanation. Back in the Majlis Speaker Hashemi-Rafsanjani angrily told 
Bazargan his speech was ill-considered and only served American interests. 


An unusually strong commentary on Bazargan's remarks from the BBC in London 
produced a riposte in the Tehran daily ETTELAAT on Sunday. 


The paper wrote that Richard Oppenheimer (who works with the BBC's eastern 
services) had analysed events in the "following manner": "In an unexpected 

speech broadcast over the government-controlled radio Mr Bazargan warned that 

a fire had been lit in Iran which threatened the people, government and religion. 
Bazargan added that not only was nobody trying to halt the events, but people 

were adding fuel to the fire. This spirit of revenge would cause everyone to lose. 
"This strong speech by Bazargan," the commentator continued, "was connected with 
the executions of hundreds of young people who were supporters of the 

Mo jahedin-e-Khalq organisation and who have been executed over the past 

three months." 


"Mr Bazargan pointed to the fact that these young boys and girls are either 
supporters or members of an organization, or neutral or impartial towards 
political movements, and for this they are sacrificed. All of them, in the 
streets and revolutionary courts, (sacrificed) because they have criticised 

the regime. Mr Bazargan said that these people are the precious wealth of this 
country and our hope for the future. 
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"Mr Bazargan was met by uproar from the other deputies, but he continued by 
criticising the fact that these people were linked with America and asking why 
their blood should be shed. It was unfortunate that by these unjust methods 
and aggression dissatisfaction was increased, more blood shed and the people 
were provoked against revolution and religion." 


ETTELAAT's comment then went on, "A two-minute speech by Mr Bazargan which led 
to disturbances in the Majlis gave fodder to the spiteful foreign broadcasters. 
Among them was the humanitarian and justice-loving Radio London. It appears 
that this radio has the full text of the speech (only a few lines were read 

in the Majlis) and can thus make full use of it. By referring to parts of 

Mr Bazargan's speech they have said the reason for the recent executions of 
terrorists was merely criticism of the government. 


"Mr Bazargan has forgotten how, during the June 20 disaster (when Beheshti and 
scores of other IRP activists died in a bomb blast) the same girls and boys cut 
otf the heads of revolutionary guards...Mr Bazargan, were not these guards 
martyred in this manner, were these not the sons of mothers and fathers who 
were not even allowed to defend themselves? Or to quote you, were they not 

the wealth of this country, too? 


"Were you not critical of these armed groups and did you not call them at one time 
the enemies of Muslims and Islam? What happened? Why did you change your mind? 
More important, why have you not voiced your opinion about this hellish organisa- 
tion, the Mojahedin, and their leaders? Are you not the people's representative? 
The people who voted for you want to know your opinion about the Mojahedin 

and their leaders. 


"It is interesting that the charred corpses of Rajai and Bahonar and the torn 
bodies of the poor, innocent 74 martyrs, particularly Beheshti, (the same person 
whom you attacked) and the scores of guards and mobilisation personnel and 
ordinary people killed throughout the country are not considered to be our 
children and the main wealth of the country like those we arrest. We discover 
explosives in their pockets and the plans of the homes of those they have chosen 
for killing." 


Meanwhile, Amnesty International decided that the deaths of 3,300 Iranians by 
execution since the revolution and a total of 1,800 in the past four months since 
the impeachment of former president Bani-Sadr constituted a milestone that could 
distract it from the hardships being suffered by opponents of regimes in 

Eastern Europe and South America. It issued a statement conceding that these 
figures were the minimum killed according to their sources and the figures could 
be higher. The organisation has telegraphed the Iranian premier asking him to 
receive a delegation from Amnesty but they have received no reply. 


The Amnesty spokesman said the organisation had also heard of the allegation that 
12-year-olds were among about 100 school pupils who had been injured in street 
violence and later killed and buried by the authorities. Mojahedin-e-Khalq 
leader Massoud Rajavi repeated the allegations to correspondents who phoned 

him in Paris, saying the reports came from sources in Tehran. The authorities 

in Iran, however, denied any children of that age had been killed. 
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The Tehran press, reporting the executions of scores more "hypocrites," as the 
Mojahedin are called, also reported dozens of incidents throughout the country 
in which revolutionary guards, other "believers and faithful to the revolution," 
and clergymen were attacked and in many cases killed. Anumber of adulterers, 


including a man and a woman in Qom, were executed along with others accused 
of sodomy and other forms of corruption. 


The Tehran regime has issued a new ultimatum to the opposition "small groups," 


telling them they must surrender and hand in their weapons within two weeks or 
face the consequences. 
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IRAN 


OPEN LETTERS CONTINUE TO DENIGRATE KHOMEYNI 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 16 Oct 81 pp 10-11 


[Text] In its issue No. 39, IPS carried a translation of a letter circulated 

in Tehran by Abbas Fazel Kordestani, a former teacher, who questioned Khomeyni's 
right to prevent Iranians like Kordestani to stand for elections. IPS has 
received a second letter circulated by Kordestani which was distributed in 
Tehran before the October 2 elections. The letter reflects as weil as anything 
general middle class opposition to the Khomeyni rule and their way of thinking. 
The letter has been printed but is not dated. 


Here is the text: 
Fellow Countrymen, Fellow Muslims and Non-Muslims, 


Once more I find myself driven to write this open letter to you. Naturally, had 
I been a member of the ruling clan I could have this letter printed in the 
newspapers or I could go on the air or TV to express my views, which must have 
been in support of Khomeyni. But lacking such facilities I have to write open 
letters hoping you will somehow find them and read them. 


In my previous open letter I simply stressed that people whose own identity 
and competence were in doubt had prevented me from standing for the elections 
on grounds of my lack of competence. I circulated the letter to draw attention 
to the situation now existing in our country. I then printed my address at 
the end of my letter. Several days later my neighbors noticed groups of plain 
clothes detectives coming over to Vossough Crossroad making discreet enquiries 
about me. So the mullahs were now sending their secret police after me. How 
exciting, I told myself. Fools they were, because I did not intend to serve as 
a sitting duck for them. I do not believe in Khomeyni's Islam, nor in his 
justice. Khomeyni is simply an outlaw, he must not and he cannot claim to 
represent law in my country. 


Now let us see how Khomeyni succeeded in getting to power. Well, he deceived 
the people; he caught them unawares. No doubt, we the Iranian people share some 
of the shame which he brought on us. But he really was the greatest imposter 

of all time. 
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Khomeyni pretended that he was simply a clergyman whose only interest in life was 
to safeguard purity of religion. We believed he was an old cleric who had risen 
in opposition to the Shah on matters of principle. We believed the Shah was 
guilty of having discarded the 1906 constitution. But we also believed that 

the Shah was a true patriot who worked hard to industrialise Iran, to put our 
country on the path of progress and to build a strong defence against our 
enemies, whose only interest was to weaken Iran so that to be able to take away 
its riches. Finally, we believed Khomeyni would come home to go to Qom to 

attend to his religious studies. 


In practice we have seen that Khomeyni was a bloodthirsty bigot whose hatred 
for Iran equalled his greed for power. He abolished our constitution, which 
we have written with our blood in 1906. He resorted to a campaign of lies 

and deceits to ruin all those fine institutions which we had created with 

so much effort and sacrifice during 70 years of constitutional rule. But 
worse, he began to establish a feeling of guilt and shame in our minds and 
hearts because we valued our sense of nationhood. The entire efforts and 
programmes of the Khomeyni Government are to force us to feel ashamed of being 
Iranian. That is where it hurts. Khomeyni is biting the hand which has fed him. 
He is either an agent or an enemy. Perhaps he is planted by the Communists 

or by the Imperialists to destroy Iran. Either way, his mission is nothing but 
destruction of Iran. 


One of his most dangerous weapons is to instill in people's minds that throughout 
the entire period between 1906 and 1979, nothing worthwhile was done in our 
country and that whoever lived during this period was either corrupt or ignorant. 
So, he and his regime concoct rules to deny social rights to anybody who achieved 
some prominence during this period. I received citations for dedicated work 

to the cause of education, so I am discredited. Had I been a lazy, cynical and 
bloodsucking bazaari or mullah I would have been termed as competent. But 
because I was a useful member of society I am disqualified. This way, all 
competent Iranians are automatically excluded from social and active life; they 
are denied the right to contribute to the progress of the country. 


Now let us look at the record of the Khomeyni regime since its first days. 
Khomeyni rode to power and the highest office of a country which had full 
employment, a thriving economy, a progressive outlook to life and a bright 
future. Our only shortcoming was the lack of freedom to express our views, 
or to go onto the streets to shout slogans against the Shah. 


But what have we now? Thanks to Khomeyni we have ruined our country, there are 
three million unemployed, we are experiencing the lowest standard of living in 
memory and we live in fear of our lives. During the time of the Shah none of 
our neighbours dared to cast an eye against us but now one of the smallest of 
our neighbours has occupied our cities, while we chant ‘Allahu Akbar, Khomeyni 
Rahbar.' Khomeyni's record is full of blood and misery for us. 





Fellow lranians: let us admit to our own grave mistake in giving a helping hand 
to the Iran haters such as Khomeyni, Bani-Sadr, Yazdi, Beheshti, Khamenei and 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani to come to Iran to ruin our country. Yes, we should have 
defended the Shah's regime even if we were fed up with his personality cult, 
because the successor (alternative) was a thousand times worse. 


Now, I accuse Khomeyni of high treason, being a foreign agent, having abused 

his religious position and of equating himself with God. He must be arrested 

and put on trial. Khomeyni has discarded the country's legal institutions, 
legal police and army. Instead, he has placed our lives and honour at the 
disposal of criminals who, masquerading as revolutionary guards, kill people, 
steal their property and sell our country to foreign powers. These fools have 
been talking of Kurds as non-Iranian. Let me tell them that we are pure blooded 
Iranians. We are first Iranians and then Muslims. We take pride in being 
[Iranians while Khomeyni is ashamed of admitting he is an Indian renegade. I 

will be around to address you again. 


"Abbas Fazel Kordestani 
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IRAN 


PUBLISHED PRICE INDEX SHOWS FLUCTUATIONS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 20 Oct 81 p 2 


[Text] According to a report from the PARS News Agency, the office of economic 
Statistics of Bank Markazi issued yesterday a brief report on the price index 
of consumers goods and services for the last summer month of this year. 


According to the PARS News Agency report, the price index of consumer goods and 
services increased by 2 percent in the urban areas of Iran during the last 
summer month of this year in comparison with the preceding month. 


During this month the prices of all fresh fruits and of some vegetables 
seasonally decreased. Also, soap prices decreased because of rationing and 
insecticide prices came down as a result of the relative increase in the 
supply side of import items. 


While the upward climb of most foodstuffs and non-consumable items also continued, 
the price index of consumer goods and services has increased, on the average, 

by 25 percent over the same period last year during the first 6 months of this 
year. 


In comparison with the same month last year, this index is registering a 22-percent 
increase. During this period, prices of fresh fruits have increased 72 percent, 
of fresh vegetables 50 percent, of various kinds of soap 154 percent, of 
insecticides 103 percent, of poultry and fish also 27 percent, of dairy products 
26 percent, of eggs 10 percent, of rice 29 percent, of lentils 113 percent, 

of bread 14 percent and of food in restaurants and public eateries 25 percent. 
As for other categories and types of items, the price index for clothing 

rose 22 percent, for rugs 40 percent, for steel beams 24 percent, for iron and 
steel pipes 32 percent, for iron doors and windows 71 percent, for cement 

14 percent, for automobiles 25 percent, for toiletries and hygienic supplies 

20 percent and for wages of construction workers 16 percent over the price index 
for the same month of last year. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


SODAIFI 'REPENTS' ON TV--Iranians were surprised by the appearance on television of 
former close Bani-Sadr aide Soudabeh Sodaifi "repenting" her sins in giving her 
support to the ex-president. She was known to be one of Bani-Sadr's most devoted 
supporters and friends feared she had given in to torture and other pressures. In 
her broadcast she said Bani-Sadr was a weak president who deserved to !e impeached 
and claimed that exile opposition leader Shahpour Bakhtiar had sent hi 12 million 
francs. French-educated Ms Sodaifi returned to Iran with Bani-Sadr and when he was 
appointed foreign minister she became a deputy minister with responsibility for re- 
lations with liberation organisations. Although a marxist she was decicated to Iran ' 
and all things Iranian, friends say. She was reported arrested after attending a 
National Front demonstration in Tehran j:3t before Bani-Sadr's escape. [London IRAN 
PRESS SERVICE in English 22 Oct 81 pp 10-12] 


MOBS DESTROY BUSES--Attacks on buses have continued in a number of Iranian cities 
during the past week. In Shiraz two children were reported to have died when a bus 
was set on fire. While a spokesman for Tehran's municipal bus company said that 14 
of 29 buses set on fire by mobs had been completely destroyed. The remainder had 
been repaired. [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 22 Oct 81 pp 10-12] 


KHALKHALI ANNOUNCES HIT SQUADS--Ayatollah Khalkhali told a foreign news agency this 
week that he had already dispatched terror squads to France to kill Shapour Bakhtiar, 
former president Bani-Sadr and Mojahedin chief Massoud Rajavi. They would strike at 
the right moment, he said. He described former premier Mehdi Bazargan as "disgusting," 
and not competent to be a member of parliament. He should be impeached, Khalkhali 
said. [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 22 Oct 81 pp 10-12] 


MAZANDARAN TV DAMAGED--Mazandaran has been without television for several days 
following an attack on the transmitting station at Sari by a gang of armed men who 
badly damaged the installations. [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 22 Oct 81 
pp 10-12] 


ATTACKS ON MOJAHEDIN CONTINUE--Tehran radio and government officials have continued 
their attacks on the Mojahedin during the past week. A radio commentator accused 

the Mojahedin of complicity with the CIA and said that Rajavi, French president 
Mitterrand, the Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdestan and Kurdish religious leader 
Shaikh Ezzedin Hossaini were all American puppets, while pretending to be against 
imperialism on the surface. Rajavi had been chosen by the CIA in preference to 
Bakhtiar, Bani-Sadr and Aryana, the radio said, describing the Mojahedin leader as 
an “American communist." He was now siding with the former Shah's generals and other 
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rightists. Yet this was the same Rajavi who had tried to persuade people at the f 
beginning of the hostages incident that the students who took the hostages were 

close to his organisation. The commentator adde¢ that an interesting fact was that 

all Iranians seemed to be hating Bani-Sadr. 


BEN BELLA PRAISES ISLAM--The Islamic revolution which swept Iran was one of the most 
important, profound, and precious events that has occurred since Islam came to the 
world, former Algerian revolutionary-turned-Muslim-zealot Ahmad Ben Bella told a 
Tehran radio correspondent in Jeddah. He said the West had been thinking Islam was 
finished and dead, but then the Iranian Islamic revolution happened and changed 
everything. Islam, he said, exercised a divine power over the masses and young 
people were flocking to Islamic movements against western corrupt practices. Ben 
Bella urged Iranians to close their ranks. He made no mention at all of Khomeini, 
whom he formerly regarded as a great revolutionary. [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in 
English 22 Oct 81 pp 10-12] 


AGREEMENT WITH FRG--The head of the Rehabilitation Organisation in Iran, Dr Kamzi, 
has announced an agreement with a West German firm for the establishment of four 
factories for making artificial limbs. [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 22 
October 81 pp 10-12] 


AIR FORCE PILOTS EXECUTED--Five air force pilots were executed and several other 
officers arrested at an air base in Iran last week. They were accused of anti-state 
activities, the press said. Manouchehr Masudi, a close aide of former president 
Bani-Sadr, was another to face the firing squads this week. The official total number 
of executions since Bani-Sadr's removal from office reached 1,405 with this latest 
batch. Amnesty International puts the figure at 1,800, and Mojahedin leader Massoud 
Rajavi says the true figure, based on his information, is nearly 3,000. [London 

IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 22 October 81 pp 10-12] 


CLAIMS TOTAL $750 MILLION--Claims totalling nearly $750 million were filed against 
Iran on the first day of registration with the U.S.-Iran tribunal at the Hague on 
Tuesday. The claims will be notified to the Iranian government and other agencies. 
Claims exceeding $250,000 can be filed with the tribunal up to 19 Jan and hearings 
will begin in the spring. Many more claims are expected, though it is known Iranian 
officials have contacted some important companies with claims directly. This may be 
because the difficult economic situation in Iran means they want to resume business 
with some of them and are willing to make private agreements. [London IRAN PRESS 
SERVICE in English 22 Oct 81 pp 10-12] 
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POPULAR ARMY, ARMED FORCES CARRY OUT JOINT OPERATION 
Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 23 Aug 81 p 7 


[Text] A combat squad of commandos from the ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib sector of the 
Popular Army carried out a joint raid on the night of 12-13 August with the 
brave heroes of our army on the Persian enemy's front lines in the Sar-e Pol-e 
Zahab sector. 


As soon as the enemy soldiers saw the men of our attacking squad they fled, as 
usual, abandoning their posts. Our men followed the plan of the mission and 
tightened their grip on the enemy, inflicting heavy losses in men and materiel 
and returning with no losses to speak of. 


The commander of one of the formations in the Sar-e Pol-e Zahab basin praised 
this bold operation. He told the IRAQI NEWS AGENCY's correspondent in the 
northern sector that the fact that the commandos of the Popular Army carried 

out this operation with their brave brethren from our armed forces and accom- 
plished this with no losses proves that our armed forces are fully able to 

carry out missions, no matter how long the war with our ignorant enemy drags on. 


He added that the participation cf our comrades in the Popular Army beside our 
heroes in the army seems to him to be vital proof of the extent of the fateful 
link in carrying out their duties and fighting missions against our defeated 
enemy. 


Fighter Mundhir Ibrahim, who led the combat squad, confirmed that the Popular 
Army soldiers carried out the duties assigned to them with precision and confi- 
dence in victory. 


With reference to the plan of action, Mundhir said that after the duties were 
distributed among the fighters according to the prescribed plan, the patrol 
crossed long stretches of enemy territory with a mixture of hills and deep 
valleys. 


He added: "After the order was given to our men to open fire on the enemy posi- 
tions after we drew near them, the enemy soldiers were thrown into confusion and 
some of them tried to flee. However, our plan of attacking their line of retreat 
inflicted heavy losses on them." 


After the mission was carried out, the force followed the prescribed plan and 
brought out all of its members. 
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INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS TOTAL ONE BILLION DINARS 
Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 29 Aug 81 p 6 


[Text] Tahir Tawfiq, a member of the Revolutionary Command Council and Minister 
of Industry and Minerals, announced that contracts for industrial projects valued 
at about 1 billion dollars have been signed during the period of the war which 
our Persian enemy has forced upon our country. 


In a statement to the IRAQI NEWS AGENCY, he said that the industrial development 
operation is proceeding according to the ministry's programs and its usual plan. 
These are being carried out in an exceptional manner, so that the percentage of 
fiscal implementation during the first half of this year showed an increase of 
117 million dinars compared to the same period last year. 


The member of the Revolutionary Covmand Council confirmed that the leadership of 
the party and the revolution at an early date focused on one of the main goals 

of the aggressive war against our country, which is to stop the development 
operation which is still proceeding along the path toward achieving a firm eco- 
nomic base on which to rest our independence on all levels. This does not please 
the major international powers, since they are afraid that the country will pro- 
gress in its development and planned programs to the point where it will be able 
to make great and rapid strides to join the ranks of the developed world. 


The minister of industry and minerals explained that our country is distinguished 
by the presence of our fighting President Saddam Husayn and harmonious leadership 
which has enabled Iraq to employ its financial resources in large development 
projects springing from national, not regional, goals, putting before it the 
future in all its dimensions. On this basis our country had anticipated aggres- 
sion planned by the international power centers which hatched an effort to ob- 
struct Iraqi progress and its steps along its developmental and scientific path. 
Thus, the Zionist attack on our nuclear installations was the second link, follow- 
ing the Persian aggression which actually began on 4 September 1980. It failed , 
to achieve the goals set for it by the world imperialist and Zionist circles, 
which brought into being the Zionist existence in che heart of the Arab nation, 
like one of their claws. 


Tahir Tawfiq, a member of the Revolutionary Command Council and Minister of Indus- 
try and Minerals, said that the picture of industrial progress in the land of 

the Euphrates is evident upon simple comparison. For example, the amount invested 
in one strategic project after the revolution is equivalent to the total accumula- 
tion of capital in the industrial sector before the Glorious 17 July Revolution. 
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Appropriations for the past year were seven times the average appropriation 
for the industrial sector during the 1965-69 Five-Year Plan. Appropriations 
for the past year were 2.197 billion dinars. Projects and plans in the field 
of electrical energy during 1980-81 were equivalent to 180 percent of those 
completed during the 50 years since electricity was introduced into the country. 


He added that industrial progress in Iraq has moved to other fields, such as 
research and development, training, and modernization and development of pro- 
duction. Of our industries in the various sectors 85 percent have been modern- 
ized, and we are moving toward modernizing all of our plants and industries 
under the slogan of accepting the challenge of the consumer. This slogan re- 
fers not only to the volume of goods offered but to giving the citizen adequate 


opportunity to choose between top-quality products which are readily available 
at a reasonable price. 


Tahir Tawfiq confirmed that our country, since it drew up its investment programs 
and budget for the current year, has been subjected to a war to defend its land, 
its waters and the future of the Arab nation against the racist Persian aggres- 
sion. Its growth by about 39 percent over the past year has proved that it is 
able to carry out its programs in the joint industrial sector. 


As to the new industrial plan, Tahir Tawfiq said: "This year we have given spe- 
cial priority to the construction and electrical power industries because of the 
importance of these two sectors in development of the various sectors. Appro- 
priations for electricity this year totaled 300 million dinars, and that figure 
may be raised. A sum slightly less than that allotted to electricity has been 
appropriated for the construction industries, with the aim of producing more 
than 35 million tons of cement and 8 billion bricks a year. 


With regard to industrial relations and joint projects between Iraq and the Arab 
countries, Tawfiq said that we would like to have better relations. Thus, we 
are ready to work toward Arab industrial integration through specialized Arab 
industrial organizations, specific Arab federations and joint Arab action, in 
addition to bilateral activity between us and other Arab countries. 


He mentioned that the country has opened Baghdad's doors to Arab industrial or- 
ganizations and specialized federations. Baghdad is now considered an important 
center of Arab industrial activity because the atmosphere there is conducive to 
this activity and many federations and specialized Arab organizations are located 
there. 


With regard to Iraqi participation in Arab organizations, Tawfiq said that the 
country is a member of the Arab Organization for Mineral Resources and has in- 
vested 20 million Kuwaiti dinars in the Arab Mining Company. Through this com- 
pany we are participating in several Arab mining projects, such as the Jordanian 
Fertilizer Industries Company, the National Company for Industrial Construction 
Materials in Arab Yemen, Jebal Sarawi Mines in Morocco, the Arab Company for 
Iron and Steel in Bahrain and the Arab Company for Anshiri (Samin) mines in 
Mauritania, with about 25 percent of the company's capital. 
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Our country is also contributing 16 percent of the capital of the Arab Company 
for Industrial Investments, which is the largest share among the member sister 
states. We have invested 24 million Bahraini dinars in the Arab Company for 
Aluminum in Bahrain, which is 20 percent of its capital. In addition, we make 
up 50 percent of the budgets of some specialized federations, such as the Arab 
Federation of Engineering Industries, the Arab Federation of Paper Industries 
and the Arab Federation of Food Industries. This is a condensed picture of our 
country’s participation in the field of Arab industrial integration, which con- 
stantly strives to become more comprehensive and advanced in order to strengthen 
the economic and industrial position of the Arab nation and Iraq. Under the 
leadership of national liberation hero President Saddam Husayn, we are moving 
toward the desired goals of unity, freedom and socialisn. 
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DETAILS OF IRRIGATION PROJECTS DISCUSSED 
Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 25 Aug 81 p 10 


[Article by Hasan al-Shaybani: "Huge Irrigation Projects To Cost More Than 100 
Million Dinars"; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Our country is now witnessing a widespread agricultural, industrial and 
cultural revival in spite of the war which is being waged against our people by 
the evil Persian enemy, in collusion with the Zionist enemy and behind them the 
forces of evil in the world. 


The revolution has given great consideration and importance to the sectors of 
irrigation and land reclamation, since the revolution has confirmed that agri- 
culture is an inexhaustible resource of the people. This is proven by the numer- 
ous projects which have been completedor are now in progress. 


The Tigris and Euphrates Organization for Irrigation Projects was created in 1978. 
Attached to it were the State Institute for Irrigation Projects and the State 
Institute for General Drainage. Joined to it later was the Department of Supple- 
mentary Irrigation, which is considered one of the leading organizations in carry- 
ing out a number of projects in this field. 


Large and Advanced Projects 


In an interview with AL-JUMHURIYAH, 'Abd-al-Wahhab ‘Abdallah Yusuf, head of the 
organization, spoke about its plan and the projects in which it is involved. 


He said: "The organization may complete work on its projects in a direct and 
basic form or may work through contracts in other fields." 


During 1980 the organization made outstanding progress in its accomplishments 
and work for the state facilities and their projects and in reevaluating the 
organization's progress from time to time for the purpose of diagnosing the hid- 
den flaws and impediments so that the parties involved in the work could over- 
come and correct them. 


The head of the organization went on to say that among the state institutes 


connected with the main office of the organization is the State Institute for 
Irrigation Projects, which is in charge of the following projects: 
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Lining the main branch of al-Ashaqi stream: 


Work on this project, which is being done directly, includes lining it with 
expandable layers to reduce filtration and water loss because of the nature 

of its gypsum soil. Part of it was lined with expandable layers 2 millimeters 
thick and the rest with 1 millimeter thickness and 12 centimeters of concrete. 
This was completed along its length of 43 kilometers. This is considered to 
be one of the projects of the development plan. 


Lining the Eastern and Western stream beds: 


The remaining part of the Eastern stream (20 kilometers) was lined with regular 
concrete to reduce water loss. Work on this was completed on 3 August 1981. 


The Western stream was lined with expandable layers for a distance of 7 kilo- 
meters because of the gypsum nature of the soil to reduce water loss. This 
work was completed in January 1980. 


As to the project for the side canal for the Hamrin railroad, the project con- 
sists of a 54 kilometer earthen dam and was completed early this year. 


Badrah-Jassan Irrigation Project 


The purpcse of the Badrah-Jassan irrigation project, with a total cost of about 
60 million dinars, is to bring fresh water from the Tigris River near the al- 
Dabuni region to the Badrah-Jassan-Zarabatiyah region for irrigation and drink- 
ing purposes. It consists of a main canal 65 kilometers long which draws off 
12.4 cubic meters a second by means of five pumping stations, operated by elec- 
tricity in view of the adverse slope of the land. The total area irrigated by 
the project will be about 165,006 [masharas]. As a result cf the decision to 
line the main canal with concrete, which made available 3.4 cubic meters a second, 
it was decided to take advantage of this to establish a state farm at al-Dabuni 
with an area of 25,000 [masharas]. All stages of the project, with the excep- 
tion of the pumping stations, have been completed. Stations 2 and 3, which are 
now under construction, should be finished during 1982, as well as two bridges 
for cars anda weir across the canal to supply water tothe state farm. Work on 
this will be completed during the first half of 1982 and includes work on irri- 
gation and drainage networks for the state farm and Jassan, irrigating 75,000 
[masharas]. The cornerstone was laid and work was begun on this project in 
April 1981. 


Al-'Amarah Irrigation Project 


The head of the organization then spoke about the al-'Amarah irrigation project. 
He said: "In view of the abundance of water for irrigation, the fertility of 
the soil and the fact that the region is overcrowded with people, especially 
farmers, it was necessary to build this project at a cost of about 13 million 
dinars for adequate weirs. The State Institute for Irrigation Projects built 
the following dams in Maysan Governorate: al-Musharrah, al-Kahla', al-Majaar 
al-Kabir, al-Majriyah, al-Batrah and al-‘Arid. In addition, there are four 
lower dams: al-Kifah, Abu Sabur, al-‘Amah and al-Salih. All have been 
completed." 
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Expanding Project for Weirs Along al-Hillah and al-Dagharah 


The Tigris and Euphrates State Organization for Irrigation Projects started 
construction on two weirs on al-Hillah and al-Dagharah Rivers as part of the 
first stage of the irrigation system project for the two rivers. It includes 
building seven weirs at a cost of 14 million dinars. The first stage, which 

is to be completed within 30 months, includes controlling the waters of the 
rivers, regulating the drawing off of the water to irrigate the agricultural 
land along the rivers, and building waterways for navigation. The capacity of 
one of the weirs is 351 cubic meters a second, and the other draws off 55 cubic 
meters a second. 


At the end of last year the organization had worked on construction of a weir 
on al-Hillah River with the capacity to drain 280 cubic meters a second. The 
other weirs, which will soon be built, will be distributed among different 
areas. 


The second stage of the project includes work to widen and expand the al-Hillah 
and al-Dagharah Rivers and build a supporting dam along the sides of the river 
for a distance of 8 kilometers to stabilize the riverbanks and beautify the 
city of al-Hillah. 


Mandali and Shaykh Lankar Irrigation Project 


The total cost of the Mandali project is 11 million dinars. The first stage 
consists of an earthen canal drawing off 6.4 cubic meters a second. The second 
stage includes irrigation and drainage networks for 40,000 [masharas]. The work 
amounts briefly to lining the main Mandali Canal with plates after the comple- 
tion of the earthworks, leveling them, overhauling the irrigation works and 
digging side canals so that the villages can make use of the water and water 
livestock. This work was completed last year. 


The Shaykh Lankar irrigation project covers 34,300 masharas irrigated in two 
stages. The first uses irrigation by natural flow, for 18,900 masharas, and the 
second stage uses pumping, for 15,400 masharas. The project consists of a main 
canal and irrigation networks with 30 sources. Work was carried out this year 
at a cost of about 6 million dinars. 
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ISRAEL 


"AL-FAJR" EDITOR ON OPPOSITION TO PAPER 


TA271901 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1700 GMT 27 Oct 81 


[From the Evening Newsreel ] 


[Text] The editor of the paper AL-FAJR, Hanna Sinyurah, says that all the 
attempts to silence his paper will fail; he will continue to make his views 

on the Palestinians heard. Furthermore, the paper will begin to appear seven 
times a week instead of six, as has been the case to date. Yesterday there was 
an attempt to set Sinyurah's car on fire. Here is our correspyundent in Judaea 
and Samaria, Arye Gus: 


I have no personal enemies, Hanna Sinyurah, the editor of AL-FAJR told me this 
evening, and so the conclusion from the attempt to set my car on fire is that 
it was an attempt at political revenge. Sinyurah, the editor in chief of the 
paper, does not hesitate to point an accusing finger at the village unions in 
Judaea and Samaria. Recently the paper AL-FAJR, which has an extremist, 
pro-PLO line, has often attacked the village unions now organizing in the 
territories, accusing them of collaboration with the [Israeli] military 
government. In the past, Sinyurah indicated, there were attempts to harm his 
paper and his editors. 


The founder of the AL-FAJR paper, Joe al-Nasr, was kidnapped and disappeared 
in 1974 and there has been no trace of him. About 1 year ago an explosive 
charge went off at the paper's doorway, this being after Israeli extremists 
sent threatening letters in Hebrew. Luckily, the workers had left the place 
a short time before the explosion. 


On the surface, this is a minor event, an attempt to set a car on fire, but 
people in Judaea and Samaria, as well as in Israel, are convinced that this 

is one of the first signs of what will in the future be called the wars of 
autonomy: the internal struggles among the Arab population in the territories 
as a reaction to the plans for an independent administration. I have been told 
that there is already ferment among the students and it is not inconceivable 
that there will be rioting in a short time. There have already been cases of 
fistfights in the territories between those in the village unions who have the 
military government's support and their opponents, PLO members. 
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PERES WANTS CONTINUED U.S. ROLE IN TALKS 
TA290720 Jerusalem POST in English 29 Oct 81 p 2 
[Report by Mark Segal] 


[Text] Following his latest meeting with Egyptian President Husni Mubarak, 
Labor Party chairman Shim'on Peres yesterday urged the government to do its 
utmost to keep the U.S. involved in the talks with Egypt. 


He was speaking to the JERUSALEM POST about the implications of what he had 
learned during his visit to Cairo on Sunday at the head of a Labor Party 
delegation which laid a wreath at Anwar al-Sadat's tomb, paid a condolence 
visit to his widow Jihan, and held a series of meetings with top Egyptian 
officials including Mubarak. 


In their hour-long talk, Mubarak repeatedly stressed the continuity of his peace 
policies. Mubarak had told Peres: "Even after April (1982) we won't become 
enemies." 


Until April 1982, the date of the Sinai withdrawal, Peres urged the government 
to pursue strategic coordination with the U.S. "not against the Soviet Union, 
but focusing on the Middle East." 


The question, Peres said, was whether the automony talks with Egypt would lead to 
actual implementation, or whether it would only be a declaration of intent. The 

opposition leader advised urgency on the government because after April, "things 

will surely get very tough." 


Israel must, above all, endeavour to keep the U.S. involved in the autonomy talks, 
"lest the exclusion of the Americans cause all pressures to be focused on 
Washington, which will be pressed to squeeze Israel on the Palestinian issue," 
Peres said. 


In his talk with Mubarak, Peres had reminded him of al-Sadat's support of the 
unity of Jerusalem, and his host said that he concurred with that view. 


CSO: 4400/36 
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ISRAEL 


APPLICATION OF JORDANIAN LAW IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES ANALYZED 
Jerusalem AL-SHA'B in Arabic 16, 17, 21, 24 Aug 81 

(Article by Attorney ‘Ali Abu Hablah] 

(16 Aug 81 p 3] 


Text) International and Jordanian Laws: What Must Be Applied and Israeli 
Changes 


The rules of international law were laid down to preserve the laws and 
pacts that pertain to individuals and governments, especially during wars. 


In international law war is still defined in terms that are not specific 
since it is defined as an armed struggle between two or more countries 
‘whose relationship is] regulated by international law. The purpose of that 
struggle is said to be that of defending the national interests of the 
Warring countries. 


1. War is an international relationship that can only develop between 
feuding sovereign states. This definition draws a distinction between wars 
and domestic disturbances and disputes and other uprisings whose outcome 
is less disastrous than the outcome of war. 


2. International law is active in the service of individuals and sees to it 
that they are not mistreated by countries that go to war and those that 
defend themselves. 


3. Countries often engage in war to realize their national interests. This 
is what distinguishes traditionai war from disciplinary military measures 
that are carried out by countries under the supervision of international 
organizations. 


It is however most common in our age to think of every case which involves 
armed conflict as war. In this regard Mr (Queens) states that the UN 
Charter expanded the meaning of war. Article Two, Paragraph Four of the 
charter stipulate 1t countries are to refrain from using force and 
threats in their rnational relations. This means that the rules of war 
apply to all the cases of broad international armed conflict. 
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Mr (Queens') opinion has been confirmed in international practice. The 
rules of war were put into practice in the fighting that took place between 
the Arab countries and the Israeli groups, even before the creation of 
Israel in 1948. These rules were also applied in Indo-China in the fighting 
that took place there between France and Vietnam. They were [also] put into 
practice in the Korean war. This is also what the 1944 Geneva Agreements 
stipulated. These agreements determined that, regardless of giving the 
rebels recognition as fighters, the minimum of these rules were to be put 
into effect in the civil war. U.S. courts also ruled that the situation 
following the Anglo-French attack on Egypt in 1956 and Egypt's resistance 
of that attack was not one of a state of war. 


(17 Aug 81 p 3) 
‘Text | The Difference between Occupation, Military Invasion and Conquest 


Now that we have defined war, we must draw a distinction between invasion, 
military occupation and conquest. General international law draws a distinc- 
tion between these cases. 


Invasion means the entry of the forces of a country at war into the terri- 
tory of the enemy. Invasion does not include establishing total control 
over this territory. 


Military occupation involves entering territory that belongs to the enemy 
and controlling that territory so that matters become settled for the 
occupier. 


Conquest is the annexation of a region belonging to one country to the 
sovereignty of another country after establishing control over it by con- 
trolling the forces of the former country. 


General international law provides the rules and regulations for military 
occupation. These ar2 based on the fact that a state's sovereign rights 

over a region are not to be transferred to the occupying country. The 
sovereignty of the former primary state remains [intact] throughout the 
period of occupation, and the sovereign rights of that state are exercised 
on its behalf by the occupying country. An occupying country may not legiti- 
mize a situation, which is the result of occupation, by means of annexing 
the region [in question]. This is not permissible as long as a declared 
state of war exists. The introduction of any changes into the laws that are 
in effect is also not permissible. 

The 1907 The Hague Agreement stipulates that the occupying country is to 
administer territory under occupation in a non-despotic manner. In under- 
taking such an administration it is naturally committed to considering 
what is in its interests, but it is also committed to considering what 

is in the interests of the occupied territory. 
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|21 Aug 81 p 3] 
[Text] Few Rules Pertaining to Occupied Territory 
A. The Effect of Occupation on Public Facilities: 


The rule is that the authorities of the country which occupied the terri- 
tory of another country are to keep the administrative and judicial organi- 
zation of the other region functioning, and they are to get the assistance 
of those organizations in meeting the services provided by public 
facilities for the population in the region. Regional courts are to con- 
tinue their work and are to issue verdicts in the name of their state just 
as if there had been no occupation. Occupation does not affect sovereignty 
over the region. Occupation authorities in exceptional cases may set up 
military ceurts that specialize in cases pertaining to actions that are 
committed against the army and against the occupation authorities. 


B. The Effect of Occupation on Individuals' Property: 


The rule that has been set in Article 46 of the 1907 The Hague Agreement 

is that of respecting an individual's property. An individual's property is 
not to be infringed upon, usurped, used or spoiled. However, there are 
exceptions to this rule. 


1. Weapons and military equipment may be confiscated. 


3. [sic] The Effect of Occupation on the Property of the State to Which 
the Region Belongs 


A. Buildings continue to be owned by the principal state. Occupation autho- 
rities are to have the right to utilize them only, while taking into consi- 
deration the rules of utilization of these buildings and provided that they 
preserve them. There are buildings that may not be touched at all by the 
occupation authorities, such as hospitals, places of worship, schools and 
museums. 


C. Special Rules of Military Occupation in the 1949 Geneva Agreements. 


1. The jurisdictions of the occupation authorities in administering the 
occupied region are to be restricted. 


Article Forty-Nine prohibited the forced transfer of individuals and groups 
from the occupied territories to the territories of the occupying country 
or to the territories of another country, whether or not that country was 
represented fin the agreements |. However, the article allows the evacuation 
of some areas for military and security considerations. 


Article Sixty-Four stipulates that residerts of the occupied land may not 

be forced to serve in the forces of the occupying country. Occupation autho- 
rities are to take the necessary measures to respect the lives of the 
region's residents, their family honor, their rights, their property and 
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their beliefs. Occupation authorities may not take the measures that are 
necessary to protect public order. They are to use, as much as that is pos- 
sible, the laws that are in effect in the occupied region. 


Article Sixty-Four of the Geneva agreement keeps the penal code of the 
occupied lands in effect. 


[24 Aug 81 p 3] 
Text! Jordanian Law and the Amendments Introduced into It 


In the past installments we reviewed the definition of war and the distinc- 
tion between invasion, occupation and conquest. In the course of this [dis- 
cussion] we dealt with the rules of international law to which we resort 
during wars. We also indicated in the course of this discussion the iden- 
tity of the law that must be in effect for the occupied areas. According to 
international law, the occupied territories are subject to the sovereignty 
ot the primary state. Consequently, legislation that wes in effect before 
the occupation is to be applied to the facilities of the occupied region, 
and to the property and the individuals of the primary state. 


That is, the laws that must be in effect in occupied areas in accordance 
with the rules of international law are the rules and regulations of 
Jordanian law in sum and in its parts. Occupation authorities may not 
change, delete or amend any of the rules or regulations of laws that were 
in effect before the occupation. 


However, when we go back to recall the identity of the changes thrust onto 
jordanian law by the Israeli authorities since they occupied the West Bank 

y means of decrees and orders issued by the authorities of the Israeli 
Detense Army, the tremendous differences between what was in effect then — 
and what is in effect now becomes evidert. The desire of Israeli authorities 
to change and amend the laws to make them consistent with their goals 
becomes evident. 


4 


oS 


Several amendments regarding private and public movable and immovable 
property have been introduced. We will indicate those specifically. [They 
are|: military order no 59 and the amendments to it; military order no 

172 which was issued in 1967; other amendments such as military order no 
25; military order no 854 dealing with education; and military order no 

825 amending Article 83. These amendments will ultimately alter Jordanian 
laws to make them primarily consistent with the interests of the government 
so that they can ultimately bring all public and private institutions [in 
the occupied country] under the control of the occupation authorities. 
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ISRAEL 


SHARON DISCUSSES U.S. ARMS FOR IRAQ 
TA281858 Jerusalem Domestic Service in English 1800 GMT 28 Oct 81 


i\Text] As the U.S. Senate begins its debate on the sale of AWACS radar planes 
to the Saudis, Defense Minister Sharon has sharply attacked the proposed deal. 
Sharon also disclosed that the United States is sending arms to Iraq. Mark Lavi 


Sharon said that the AWACS are a major danger to Israel, because not only can 

it detect all of Israel's planes and helicopters in the air, it can even see 

them while they are still on the runway. Sharon speaking at the settlement 

of Allon Shevut before a mission of Keren Hayesod, united Israel appeals leaders, 
said the AWACS is part of a bigger problem: that of the supply of sophisticated 
American arms to the Arab countries. Then he made this disclosure: 


[Begin Sharon recording] United States is supplying weapons to Iraq. Who could 
have imagined that United States would supply weapons to Iraq. So they do it 
under a cover, so they don’t supply directly. They supply it through the Saudis 
and through the Jordanians, but they have been supplying artillery and ammunition 
and shells to the Saudis for months and months now and the fact that they are 
supplying these dangerous weapons to the Arab world, sophisticated, puts us in « 
very difficult situation. I mean, we understand that United States must supply 
weapons to the Arabs. We understand that. The question is, why that should be 
the most sophisticated weapons. [end recording] 


[Lavi] Defense Minister Sharon said he hopes the peace agreement will last 
forever, but, on a realistic plane, if it lasts 10 years it will be an achieve- 
ment; if it lasts 20 years, it will be a tremendous achievement and 40 years-~-a 
dream. Then the defense minister listed four red-line items, circumstances which 
Israel would not tolerate. First, Israel would not allow an Arab country to 
produce or possess atomic weapons. This general rule is the meaning of Israel's 
attack on the Iraqi nuclear reactor in June. Sharon went on: 


[Begin Sharon recording] If, for instance, one day, the Egyptians will move 
their troops into the demilitarizei zone and it will be a violation, that is 
something that we will not be able to accept. If the Iraqis will move their 
troops into Jordan or to Syria, Israel will not be able to accept and we will 
find ourselves in war immediately, because we are not going to endanger our 
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future. If Syria will move toward the southern part of Lebanon, we will not 
be able to accept it and we will find ourselves in war immediately. [end 


recordin g | 


[Lavi] Defense Minister Sharon said the Palestinian terrorists have already 
tried attacking Israel through the Sinai and he expects them to make attempts 
on all of Israel's borders except the north, where they will try to keep the 
cease-fire. Sharon appealed to his audience, Jewish leaders from Europe and 
Latin America, as well as South Africa, for more political support. When 
israel struggles, he said, you must raise your voices and put pressure on 
your governments. 


CSO: 4400/36 
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ISRAEL 


ARMORED COMMANDER INTERVIEWED ON ARMAMENTS, TACTICS 
TA281932 Tel Aviv IDF Radio in Hebrew 1510 GMT 27 Oct 81 


[Interview with armoured corps commander Maj Gen Amnon Reshef by military 
correspondent Sha'ul Stav on 27 October; place not given] 


[Text] [Question] Major General Reshef, an increasingly strengthened enemy 
armor is facing the Israeli armored corp. The Syrians, the Iraqis and the 
Libyans have units of T-72 tanks while the Jordanians are going to be equipped 
with modern British chieftain tanks. How is the IDF armored corps prepared 

in view of this armament? 


[Answer] The Arab armies are being equipped with the best tanks existing in 
both the Eastern and Western worlds. Naturally, then, due to the economic 
resources possessed by the Arab armies we will be unable to equip ourselves 

with similar quantities, sometimes not even with a similar quality. Therefore, 
we should base our armored system on a certain amount of quality tanks equal 

to and sometimes surpassing the quality of the most modern tanks--such as the 
Merkava tank. The major part of the armored corp's fleet will be based on tanks 
produced in the 1950's, 1960's and 1970's. We will improve a considerable number 
of these tanks so as to make them competitive with the most modern tanks possessed 
by the Arab armies. As a result, the combination of quality trnks manned by 
Israeli teams will be able to cope with any threat directed at us. 


[Question] How does the cut in defense budget affect the armored corps? What harm 
does it cause? 


[Answer] It is reasonable to assume that the blows dealt will be in three 
spheres: development, armament and training. As for training, several cuts 
have been introduced in the training system in recent years and I cannot 
conceive of any further cuts. As for development--we will have to cancel 
several programs and spread others over a larger number of years. The same 
holds true for armaments. We wil.. have to closely examine the armament program, 
spread it over more years and even cancel part of it. 


[Question] The last question refers to the future battlefield. Ome of the 
threats to the armored corps in a future war will be the assault helicopters. 
It is known that the eastern front armies have equipped themselves with such 
helicopters. How do you view the danger posed to the armored corp by this new 
tool? 
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[Answer] As noted, the assault helicopter constitutes a relatively new threat 
to the armored corps in the future battlefield and we view this accordingly. 
One should view the challenge not on an individual level but rather ona 
divisional level, an integrated fight by various theoretical probability of 

a battle between a tank and a helicopter, the assault helicopter has a number 
of advantages. However, you should have a comprehensive view of things, of 

a battlefield which is massive and mobile, a battlefield which has both 

a rear and a front. I think that in the entirety of the battlefield solutions 
lie in an integrated battle against assault helicopters. We are training 


for this integrated battle. 
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"AKKO ARAB RESIDENTS FEEL HOUSING, ECONOMIC PRESSURES 


Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 20-26 Sep 81 pp 8-9 


[Article by Awad Abdul Fattah] 


ACRE— The 13,000 Arab 
residents of this “mixed Arab- 
Jewish town” on the northern 
coast of Palestine are facing an 
acute housing crisis. The com- 
bined effect of Israeli govern- 
ment and local municipal neg- 
lect, the specific policy of try- 
ing to force Arabs out of town 
and the high natural rate of pop- 
ulation increase has resulted in 
a situation where most locals 
live in overcrowded and un- 
sanitary conditions. 


[Text ] 


There is only one solution 
offered by the authorities: e- 
vacuation of the Arab Palestin- 
ian residents from Acre’s Old Ci- 
ty. People who leave are sent to 
Makr — about 20 km. away— 
where 20 apartment blocks have 


been built on land previously 
taken over by the state of Is 
racel as “absentee property.” 


In Acre’s Old City, families 
of five to nine members live 
in decrepit, damp homes. Some 
have only one room of about 15 
square meters which one Wes 
tern journalist recently called 
“worse than most of the refugee 
shelters in the West Bank.” 


Tens of young couples live 
at their parents’ houses and ma- 


ny others. cannot marry be- 
cause they have no place to 
live. Hassan Ateyyat, a sanita- 
tion worker has been squatting 
with his wife and five children, 
in an old, half-ruined synagogue 
since 1974 after he had to 
leave his mother’s house. Since 
then he has been pressuring the 


municipality to find a house 


“They would never treat Jews 
like this. They come from all o- 
ver the world and are given 
houses immediately without 


conditions,” he told Al Fajr. 


Deliberate Evacuation 


About 100 families are now 


original homes in the old city, 
after selling them to Amidar 
the Ministry of Housing cor- 
poration, and seeing them sealed 
up. The leases on these new 
apartments afte renewable every 
ten months, with payment in 
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advance. Tenants are subjected 
to eviction and constant moves. 
Families in the Jewish section of 
town told Al Fajr that they 
have moved between four and 
six times since quitting the old 
city. They complain of the 
worry and tensions at not know- 
ing whether they wiil still be 
in the same house in ten months 
time. Furniture and other per- 


sonal belongings get damaged by 
the constant moving. 


Mahmoud Abu Shanab, a 
representative of the Democratic 
Front for Peace and Equality 
in’ the Acre municipality since 
1973 told Ai Fajr that the 
main plan of the Israeli autho- 
rities is to Judaize the town by 
evacuating the Arabs from the 
Old City, and transforming it into 
a tourist centre. “It is one of the 
aims of Zionism,” Mahmoud 
Abu Shanab says. The new 
housing project near Makr and 
the neglect services in the Old 
City is part of the Israeli plan to 
make an ‘Arab-free’ city. 


There is strong popular 
resistance to the evacuation 
plans. Only about 500 people 
have been forced out. The rest 
are determined to stay in Acre. 


Those who are refusing to 
move are demanding either to 














have their old houses restored or 
to rent apartments in the new 
town. 


Orabi Ouf, one of those who 
moved to Makr returned to 
Acre. He told Al Fajr “The Is- 
raelis sponsored the project 
without consulting local people 
and without allowing them 
to object or agree. Orabi did not 
go to Makr because he wanted 
to, but because after his mar- 
riage. he had no _ alternative. 


Housing Shortage 


Some people have been 
trying for years to get new 
places in Acre. They have been 
showing up at the Amidar office 
twice a week without success. 
The man in charge of the 
state’s housing company in Acre 
refused to talk to A! Fajr about 
the conditions of the housing 
in Acre or the problem the 
residents face at his office. 


A survey conducted in 1975 
by Rakah revealed that there 
were 150 empty housing units 
in the new city. When Mahmoud 
Abu Shanab asked the munici- 
pality to settle Arabs there, he 
was told, it would be considered. 
Since thenr nothing has been 
done and Amidar continues to 
insist that there are not enough 
housing units Abu Shanab 
recalls that in 1978 the head of 
the municipality said there were 
thousands of vacant apartments 
awaiting Jewish immigrants 
“This is a racist attitude,” com)- 


mented Abu Shanab. Many 
nouses in tne OiG ana new 


towns have been sealed up since 
the 1975 survey by Amidar 
which refuses to give them to 
those in need. There are also 
tens of the vacant housing units 
in Wolfson quarter in new 
Acre, where the Arabs have 
constituted the majority of 
residents. 


Wolfson Quarter 


The first Arabs moved into 
the quarter, which consists of 
several three-storey blocks, in 
1965. Before that it was a 
purely Jewish block. 


In 1965, housesin the old 
city collapsed killing one man, 
Several neighboring houses star- 
ted to subsid- after the cave-in. 
In the aftermath of the disaster, 
Rakah led a demonsiration in 
which hundreds of local Pales 
tinians marched to the munici- 
pality headquarters demanding’ 
“human housing.”” The demons 
tration was attacked by the 
police and scores of people. 
were arrested. These incidents 
triggered en ongoing publicity: 
campaign against conditions in‘ 
Acre. 


Finally, after conditions in 
Acre for Palestinians had been 
discussed in the Knesset, the 
Israeli authorities gave in and 
13 families whose houses were 
collapsing moved into the 
Wolfson Quarter. Since then, 
under pressure from local people 
the council has permitted over 
80 more Palestinian families 
into tie quarter. The quarter 
which could have been a mixed 
zone, has witnessed a continued 
outpouring of Isvaeli Jewish in- 
habitants. “Most of the Jewish 
families here are giving up the 
quarter out of racist feelings,” 
said Maysara Al-Sayyed, an 
activist in Abna’ al Balad 
in ‘Acre whose family ‘was 
one of the earliest residents 
of the quarter. 

Acre’s Arab population 
faces a double-pronged oppres 
sion. On the one hand they are 
given inadequate and poorly 
organised services. On the 
other, the Islamic waqf --histori- 
cally a major source of funds for 
has been undermined and vir- 
tually given to Zionist agencies 
by Israeli-appointed trustees. 


93 


Most Palestinians currently 
resident in Aciw we not the 
original citizens of the city. 
They are refugees from villages 
forced out of their houses 
during the first Palestine war 
in 1948. About a third of them 
lived between the Haifa Bay 
and Acre. They were “tempora- 
rily” evacuated by the Zionist 
military forces in 1948 to Acre 
under the pretext of “protect- 
ing them from military manoeu- 
vers.” Today large industrial and 
housing projects have been set 
up on their land. The Paiestin- 
ians got no compensation. 


The 13,000 Palestinians in 
Acre get very definite ‘‘second- 
class citizen” treatment at the 
hands of the Israeli dominated 
town council Mahmoud Abu 
Shanab, a Democratic Fron for 
Feace and Equality councillor 
on the Acre municipality told 
Al Fajr that the council has 
consistently and deliberately 
voted through discriminatozy 


budgets Thus, services for 
Palestinian are _— definitely 
inferior. 


Traditionally, services to 
the Arab community would be 
provided by the funds for the 
Islamic wogf. Waqf property, 
bequeathed to the Muslim com- 
munity for specific purposes, 
was held in trust for God by 
wagf committees which would 
distribute funds for special 
cultural and welfare purposes. 
Mahmoud Abu Shanab told 
Al Fajr that,“in fact we don’t 
know exactly how much waqf 
property there is” because the 
Israeli authorities keep it secret. 
It is known, however, that the 
wagf holds tens of shops in 


the Old City; about 350 dunums 
of land sin the _nor- 
thern outskirts of Acre. Today 
housing units and other civil 
establishments such as a very 
modern house for the aged, 








have been set up (for the Jewish 
residents), there are another 
350 dunums in Abu Atbi also 
grabbed by the Israelis, 300 
dunums by Napoleon’s Hill, 
east of the city — the site of 
Zionist immigrant housing pro- 
jects. At the city entrance, there 
are another 10 dunums used as a 
parking lot and Barkley’s Bank. 


Independent estimates of 
the value of the above men- 
tioned property runs to mil 
lions of shekels) The Arab 
community sees virtually none 
of the cash. 


Traditionally the wag/ is 
managed by trustees named 
when the deed was drawn up. 
Committees appointed by qadis 
(religious judges) and Shari'a 
Courts. After 1948 wag/ affairs 
were handed over to the new 
Israeli ‘Religious Ministry’ which 
then hand picked its own 
representatives. 


Waqf’s Workings 


Mahmoud Abu Shanab 
told Al Fajr that all seven 
members of the wagqf are 
‘suspect.’ “One is a Histadrut 
clerk, another a government 
income tax official, a third 
is a clerk in an Israeli court. 


There have been attempts 
to regain control of the com- 
munity’s property. Boulus 
Boulus, new resident in Bi’na 
was involved in an early attempt. 
He told Al Fajr that in 1956 
Palestinians from Haifa and 
Acre appealed in the court for 
the release of wagf property 
to an elected committee of 
‘honest’ officials. In 1958 a 
conference of Muslims and 
Christians, held in Acre, called 
for the ‘liberation of waq/ 
property.” Their call fell on 
deaf ears. 


The actual workings of 
the Islamic wegf committee and 
its deals with the ‘Acre Develop- 
ment Company’ and Amidar — a 
Zionist housing corporation, are 
shrouded in mystery. Repeated 
attempts to discover what the 
committee is doing have been 
thwarted. It is known, however, 
that the committee has signed 
over large tracts of land to the 
development company on 99 
year leases. 


The only job the commit- 
tee is publicly seen to execute 
is to collect rent of some of the 
shops; paying the salary of one 
of their colleagues, and spending 
part of the fees on the mosque 
and a handful of needy people. 


The “Acre Development 
Company’ gets a 40 percent fee 
fee whenever the tenant of a 
store leases his shop. Tenants are 
rumored to pay IS 50 every 
month to the company. A shop 
owner, Aziz Hbiesh, commen: 
ted, “it is ironic that despite 
the income from wag/ property, 
nothing has been done to solve 
the acute housing problem of 
Arab residents (see adjacent 
article).” 


The Situation of 
Education 


Arab schools in Acre are 
also in need of support. 
The two elementary schools 
have not changed since the 
time of the British mandate. 
One of them consists of scat- 
tered rooms’ in _ outdated 
buildings In 1978, a wall 
of one of the two schools 
collapsed, but fortunately no 
student was injured. Instead of 
changing the whole building the 
municipality just rebuilt the 
wall and students continued to 
study there.There are also two 
high schools in Acre for 
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Palestinian students. Outside the 
Old City, AlShamila, and 
another inside. 


Al-Shamila school, which 
has an industrial training branch, 
lacks sufficient machines 


and tools. According to some 
stuaciits all machines in the 
school are cast-offs from Jewish 
schools. Student Khalid 
Mahmoud told 4/ Fajr that the 
students sometimes move to the 
Acre Jewish schools to complete 
their studies on machines and 
equipment which their school 
doesn’t have. 


Mahmoud Abu Shanab 
pointed out to Ai Fajr that 
there are 2600 Jewish students 
in Acre in 105 classes: ie. each 
class averages 24 students. In the 
Arab schools, he says , 970 
Arab students have 32 class 
rooms; an_ each average of 32 
students per class. 


After persistent demands 
for new schools, Acre’s_ pre- 
dominantly Jewish municipality, 
agreed to build an Arab primary 
school outside the Old City 
in 1973. When the first part 
was completed Arab students 
moved in. After four r:onths, 
the municipality transfered them 
to their old school in the 
Old City and : :placed them with 
Jewish students To subdue 
the anger of the locals, the 
municipality built further rooms 
on to the old school. They are 
described by parents as unfit 
for study. 


There is no kindergarten 
for the children of the Old City, 
no municipal sports club or 
modern youth centre. There is 
only one sports club which was 
set up 15 years ago at the 
personal initiative of a group 
of young people who finance 
their activities through 
donations. 











Health 


Most of the lanes of the 
Old City are dirty and full 
of garbage. The excuse that 
the municipality gives for the 
neglect is that there are no 
modern machines that can go 
there to clean the lanes and 
the streets of the Old City. In 
Jerusalem's Old City such 
machines exist, however. 


Acre residents constantly 
point out the irony of their 
poor state while at the same 
time the Islamic wealth of the 
city has been looted. One 
citizen said “How it can be 
that an alien company controls 
the property of our community 
and monopolizes its income? 
The company doesn’t share 
one percent of the income.” 


There are still rearguard 
actions to try to get back wagf 
property, however. Mahmoud 
Abu Shanab told Al Fajr that 
recently there have been seve- 
ral attempts to form an elected 
committee of trustees that 
would represent the majority of 
the Arab locals and “shame” 
the appointees into action. Thus 
far he says, all efforts have been 
foiled by the Israeli 
authorities. Today Arab locals 
are demanding free elections 
to the committee, and the 
complete release of all waq/f 
property to the control of 
Moslems. There is determina- 
tion io use the income for 
funding social and educational 
institutions in Acre— _ institu- 
tions badly neglected by the 
Israelis. 


cso: 4400/37 
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ISRAEL 


HIGH COURT JUDGE INTERVIEWED ON OCCUPATION POLICY 
Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 20-26 Sep 81 pp 10-11 


[Text] Q. Judge Cohen, you have been looked to by some Arabs as a ‘liberal’ dur- 
ing your tenure on the bench of the Israeli High Court. On reflection, what would 
you consider the most politically significant cases that you have personally dealt 
with regarding the Arab population? Or those where you had a strong dissently op- 
inion? 


A. My strongest dissenting opinion was possibly the case of the expulsion of the 
mayors, very shortly before my retirement. 


Q. What about the al-Ard case (the Palestinian political movement in the 1960's 
which was banned)? 


A. That was the most important from the point of view of constitutional law. It 
was a case where the election committee of the Knesset did not admit a list of 
candidates of al-Ard because their program was to destroy the state of Israel. 

I dissented on the grounds that in order to disqualify a list of candidates from 
running for the Knesset, they have to have a law. As there was no law forbidding 
it, I held that anybody has the right to run for the Knesset, even if he wants to 
destroy the state of Israel. 


Q. What about the Tamir law, that was passed last year which states no one can 
publicly support the PLO or to show sympathies... 


A. That's a law making some acts of subversion criminal offenses... 
Q. No, this is a law against the public expression of sympathies for the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. It was criticized as being a violation of free speech 


because it is only a restriction on the public pronouncement of sympathy. 


A. Well, the Israeli legislature is entitled to restrict freedom of speech, too. 
We do not, as the US does, have a first amendment. 


Abolish Defense Regulations 
Q. Jews demonstrated against the British Mandate's Defense (Emergency) Regulations 


after 1945, which is now the basis for security orders in the occupied territories. 
What is your opinion of these regulations now? 
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A. They are a very bad piece of legislation, give much too wide powers to the 
military commanders. And they should be abolished. 


Q. What is the criteria by which military orders are judged to be legal or illegal? 


A. The law under which they are made. If they are made under the Defense (Emer- 
gency) Regulations, then they must be looked to, to see if the commander exceeded 
his powers or not. 


The military commander has also made very many orders under Jordanian law. 


Q. When the criteria is called "security" and the Defense (Emergency) Regulations, 
for example, are used as a basis for the order, what criteria is there for judg- 
ing whether it is bona fide security or not, even by the Israeli definition? 


A. What do you mean criteria? We had one case before the court where the court 
was not staisfied that the military commander had acted for reasons of security 
although he so stated. The court held that the security considerations were only 
a pretext for his real motives. That was one single case where the order of the 
military governor was made invalid--Elon Moreh. 


Q. The criteria is not the same as if the Knesset were legislating then. The 
military government is making laws, and amendments to laws, by a different cri- 
teria. 


A. The military government cannot make any laws exceeding its powers, like a min- 
ister, for example, who is by law of the Knesset entitled to make rules or regula- 
tions. The court will inquire as to whether he exceeded his powers or not. 


The Knesset can never exceed its powers because its powers are unlimited. It is 
sovereign. The military commander is not. 


Q. In the preface to The Rule of Law in the Administered Areas, you said that 
the High Court acts as a restraint on the actions of the military government. In 
what cases, other than Elon Moreh, have they acted as a restraint. 


A. Many cases. In the first case that came before us immediately after the 1967 
war was the confiscation of a motor car from a private citizen. The court held 
that the military commander had not acted in good faith. Not all important cases 
make headlines. 


In the Golan 

Q. In the Golan Heights what is the basis of the over 350 military orders that 
have been issued? The Hague and Geneva conventions, Israel says, are not appli- 
cable to the West Bank because Jordanian sovereignty is ‘in question.” 


A. But in fact they are applied. 


Q. They are applied--acording to the Israelis. In the Golan, there is no question 
of Syrian sovereignty... 
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A. What do you mean, 'there is no question of Syrian sovereignty?’ There is 
exactly the same question as in the West Bank: The Syrians claim sovereignty to 
them exactly as the Jordanians claim sovereignty to the West Bank. 

Q. Do the Israelis claim sovereignty to the Golan Heights? 


A. Yes, but their title is not yet established. For the time being, the Golan 
Heights are under military occupancy only. 


Q. So the Golan Heights is part of ‘Eretz Israel?' 

A. Yes, part of Eretz Israel, but not part of mandatory Israel. For the time be- 
ing. There is now a very strong movement that to apply the law of Israel to the 
Golan Heights means to annex the Golan Heights to Israel. But this has not yet 
been done. 

Q. What law now applies to the Golan? 

A. Syrian law. 


Q. And where can one obtain a set of Israeli military order issued for the Golan 
Heights? 


A. I don't think there are any! 
Q. There are over 350 military orders for the Golan. 


A. Yes? Well, you write a letter to the military commander and he'll send them 
to you. 


Q. One of the chief complaints is that in the West Bank military orders are not 
distributed. 


A. Yes, that is one of the main complaints of Mr. Shehadeh (in West Bank and the 
Rule of Law). We reply to that in my book. 


Q. You say that the orders are distributed in Arabic and Hebrew for a designated 
list... 


A. The problem is that the shops, the booksellers, refuse to sell then. 
Punishing Towns 


Q. Do you feel that there are instances of collective punishment being carried 
out in the occupied territories? 


A. Well, in instances where it is carried out it is very bad but the military au- 
thorities deny it. 


Q. Do you think it is carried out? 
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A. I don't know. I would never subscribe to any such allegations unless I had 
proof of it. 


Q. So you don't think that house destructions, for example... 


A. This is not collective punishment. Collective punishment means to punish a 
whole village for something which one of the villagers has committed. Well, we 
had this sort of thing under the British in Palestine here. 


Collective punishment was ordered and it was carried out but we abolished it as 
soon as the Israeli state was established. 


Collective Punishment 


Q. What about extended curfews that are carried out, that isn't collective punish- 
ment ? 


A. It is not a punishment. It is a pure security measure in order to find out 
who the people are who are concealing themselves. 


Q. In el-Bireh, for example, there was an incident of a stoning of a settlement 
bus. The main street in el-Bireh was closed for 10 days. In addition, no one 
from el-Bireh was permitted to cross the bridge into Jordan for a two-week period. 
I would call that collective punishment. Would you? 


A. You can call it that. You can call it any name you want to. But it is not 
technically collective punishment at all. All these security measures, to my mind 
very much exaggerated and unnecessary but they are weapons to maintain public se- 
curity. 


Q. What is the difference, then, between a security measure and collective pun- 
ishment? 


A. Punishment is the reaction to a criminal offense in order to punish the wrong- 
doer. Blowing up a house may be a punishment. They say it is also a security mea- 
sure. I am ready to concede to you that this is also a punishment but they do not 
blow up houses collectively. They blow up houses only where some offenses have 
been committed. 


Q. And closing the bridge to certain villages? 


A. This is a pure security measure. They do not want people to cross because 
they suspect them of crossing with some arms. They suspect them rightly or wrongly 
but this is another question. 


Q. Do you think this might be an over-reaction...that the stoning of a settlement 
bus should stop a whole town from being able to cross into Jordan? 


A. Presumably that is not the only incident but I grant that people may be over- 
reacting. 
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Q. Also this occurred in Beit Sahur. Their development projects were stopped 
on order of the military government after a women's day rally, attended by West 
Bank mayors. This is clearly not a security measure. 


A. This is not a punishment. But it is a question of semantics, really. 


Q. In your preface to the book The Rule of Law in the Administered Areas, you say 
that the West Bank and the Rule cf Law "can in no way be accepted as a correct 
statement wither of the facts or of the law." Yet the book does not detail any 
mistakes in the Shehadeh book? 


A. Well, our main purpose and I insisted on this, was not to enter into any dis- 
cussions with Mr. Shehadeh and to point out "here you are mistaken and there you 
are mistaken.’ Our purpose was to give the legal background to every act which 
the military authorities have colluded in the exercise of their powers. 


Our efforts were to show that all these exercises are allowed under international 
law. So it doesn't so much matter if this was done or that was done, our main con- 
cern was that what is done is being done legally. 


Q. Do you think the difference between the two books might be a positive or a 
negative interpretation of the whole occupation? 


A. Well, that lies at the root of it. Not that my interpretation of the occupa- 
tion is positive--far from it. Of course, our point of view is that the adminis- 
tration, bad as it may be, is perfectly legal, whereas his point of departure is 
that the military occupation is utterly illegal. 


Q. What are the limits to the military government and does security ever override 
these limits? 


A. I think the limits are public security. However it says in the Hague Conven- 
tions 'public order’ is important. 


Q. Who decides if security overrides the limits that should be imposed on the 
military government? 


A. The court. 
Peasant Society vs. the Courts 


Q. This brings up another question, of land confiscations. Farmers in the West 
Bank have had their land for centuries, many, many of them without any documenta- 
tion of ownership. In order to present any land confiscation case to the High 
Court, of course, they must be considered bona fide owners, under Israeli-made 
criteria. Land can be declared state land if this ownership is questionable, that 
is, not documented. The farmers have no right of appeal in these land confisca- 
tions, which could potentially extend to over half of the land in the West Bank. 
Palestinian society was a peasant society. Not many people ran to courts for land 
deeds. 
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A. There is no difference whatsoever between the Israeli and Jordanian adminis- 
trations in this respect. This land would be taken away from them by the Jor- 
danians in exactly the same way as it is taken away now. Anyone who has no title, 
is not entitled to the land. 


Q. Do you think this puts an unfair burden of proof on the farmers? 

A. A man who has cultivated his land for the proscriptive period which under Jor- 
danian law is 15 years can obtain title to it. He just has to prove it, they can- 
not prove it. They haven't done so. 

Q. It is an expensive process to prove it. 


A. They cannot prove it; It's not true. 


Q. What is your opinion of the legal status of the settlements, that all settle- 
ments that have been created to date are for reasons of security? 


A. This is a question I'm prepared to go into and find out. Wherever a settlement 
is established on land owned by the settlers or placed at their disposal by the 
rightful owners, the settlement is perfectly legal. 

Q. What is your opinion about the autonomous structures created by settlers: 
courts and regional councils? Are they under the military government or the Is- 
raeli government? 

A. It is doubtful whether the courts are legal or not. But otherwise any man, 
any group of people can organize themselves into associations, whether they call 
them councils or groups of villages. 

Q. What law applies to them? 

A. Jordanian. 

Q. Does the High Court have any authority over the settlers? 

A. Territorial, no. The High Court has jurisdiction over the military comman- 
ders in persona. Settlers are not government officials. It is illegal to extend 
Israeli law to the West Bank. 

What Is Security? 


Q. Could you compare the extent of civil liberties inside Israel's 1948 borders 
with that of the territories it occupies? 


A. The West Bank is under military occupation. This in itself connotes already 
a very far-reaching limitation of civil rights. 


Q. So you would say that freedoms of speech and assembly are violated-—but under 
the law? 
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A. Of course, they have to be restricted. This is a territory which is adminis- 
tered by a government that is hostile, or considered hostile, to the population. 


Q. What are the rights of the people in the West Bank? 

A. They have aJ.l the personal rights which anyone else has but these personal 
rights are subject to security requirements. And there lies the tragedy. Se- 
curity requirements are paramount. 

Q. Already the High Court has said that the military government has used the pre- 
text of security in creating the Elon Moreh settlement for other reasons. Resi- 
dents of the West Bank say that this happens very, very frequently. 

A. That is right. 

Q. -+hat would you suggest they do about it? 

A. Go to court. Not that they will s:cceed, but the very fact the court is sit- 
ting is a most restraining influence on the military authorities. You can take 
that from me. They fear nothing more than the High Court. 

Right to Strike 

Q. Could you describe the right to strike under military occupation? 

A. I held in the case of the intervention of the military governor in a strike 
at Bethlehem hospital, that they was beyond security, beyond the powers of the 


military governor to interfere. 


Q. Is the same true in this year's break-up of the government schools’ teachers’ 
strike? 


A. If they had gone to court, I would have held they had no right to intervene. 


Q. Is it a security issue to censor editorials in the Arabic press? Is this really 
a security issue? 


A. Of course, it is a security issue. It can be sedition. But you can overdue 
it. If something is « ritten and distributed to the population at large, the au- 
thorities should make sure they contain no seditious matter. 

Q. What do you mean by sedition? 

A. For example, inciting to hatred. 

How To Resist 


Q. Do you think people under occupation have the right to resist that occupation? 


A. Legally, yes. They can resist with legal means, not with terror. 
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Q. But after Camp David when Palestinians used peaceful means to protest the ac- 
cords--leafletting, demonstrations--there were mass arrests... 


A. It depends on what's written on the leaflet. And I don't think there were 
ever peaceful demonstrations in the West Bank. 


Q. The police use different means to disperse a demonstration of, say, Neturei 
Karta in Jerusalem and Beduin in the Naqab, where border police use firearms. The 
Beduin have been the victim of excesses. 


A. They may not use weapons, it is a criminal offense if they do. 


Q. Do you think gunfire should be used to disperse a demonstration at Bir Zeit 
or Bethlehem Universities? 


A. If I were military commander, you can be sure no. But the difference between 
the West Bank and Israel, is that there you may, on orders of the military governor 
but here you may not. Here it is a criminal offense. 


Q. Would you give advice to the Palestinians on the West Bank to resist the occu-~ 
pation? 


A. Yes, they should get rid of it, but they do not do anything to get rid of it. 


cso: 4400/37 
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GAZANS VOICE OP*NIONS ON AUTONOMY 


Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 11-17 Oct 81 p 8 


Text } 


ISRAEL 


Attempts have been made by the Israeli authorities to overcome the Palestinian nationalist 
opposition to enforcement of Camp David-style ‘autonomy’ on the occupied territories. The 
Israeli authorities, and their partner, the Egyptian regime, have been working to create ‘names’ 
that would participate in the ‘autonomy ‘conspiracy. 


In addition, the Israeli authorities have been pursuing a plan to enforce ‘autonomy’ on 
the residents, represented in Gaza by restrictions on civil employees’ salaries, and the announ- 
cement that Egypt is soliciting officers for a 2,000 man police force, among other measures. 
But the Palestinians in Gaza, where :t has been said ‘autonomy’ would be instituted before that 
in the West Bank, continue te Drociaim their rejection of the ‘autonomy’ plans. 


Intervicws conducted during the 2ast month, translated from Al Fajr (Arabic daily) 


Woman post-secondary student 
Bureij camp 


Gaza and the West Bank 
are Palestinian. ‘Autonomy’ se- 
parates them. The PLO is our 
representative by choice; we 
do not want someone chosen 
by Israel 


_ 
Haider Abdel Shafi 
Head, Red Crescent Society 


‘Autonomy’ will not pass 
wittout the consent of the Pa- 
lestinian people, and as long 
as tie Palestinians reject ‘auto- 
nor y’ all the steps taken by the 
Israc i authorities in that direc- 
tion are a waste of time...Even 
the ‘names’ that the Israeli 
authorities have created ana 
raised to tl e position of ‘leaders’ 
do .0t possess the majority’s 
consent to participate in such 
atteinpts.. The weakness of 
the nationalist movement is a 
resut of the restrictions that 
the Israeli authorities put on 





all kinds of public acitivities 
and institutions, in addition to 
pushing certain local groups 
to confront the nationalist in- 
stitutions... The attempt to 
divide the Palestinian people has 
failed and it is the duty of all 
the Palestinians to confront 
the ‘autonomy’ conspiracy. 
a 
Zuhair Rayyes 
Lawyer and Magazine Publisher 


I believe that the term 
‘autonomy’ doesr.’t apply to our 
situation since we are not part 
of Israel In other words, the 
‘autonomy’ principle ignores the 
fact that the West Bank and 
Gaza are under occupation... 
The Israeli authorities claim 
that ‘autonomy’ would lead to 
achieving our national goals, but 
this is a strange way to do that; 
the right way is by complete 
Israeli withdrawal from the oc- 
cupied territories..The Israeli 
authorities’ attempt to liqui- 
date the Palestinian problem by 
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giving Lmited powers to some 
‘figures’ in the occupied terri- 
tories -vhile they keep their 
control over the ain positions 
is ‘autonomy’ rule. 

* 


Daoud al-Sayegh 
Administrator, Red Crescent 


Society 


The Palestinians in Gaza 
and everywhere else recognize 
that the Camp David agreement 
does not give the Palestinian 
people any of their right 


Saleh Zaqout 


The occupation authorities 
have ‘arranged’ the situation dy 
preventing any nationalist insti- 
tution from flourishing in an 
effort to show that there is 
no organized opposition to ‘au- 
tonomy’... When the Camp 
David agreement was signed, -he 
authorities tried to create a gap 
between the people of Gaza 
They allowed a public meeting 











to take place at the YMCA, 
but this conference condemned 
the treaty so the authorities 
were induced to rely on a few 
unpopular local figures... [m- 
posing ‘autonomy on the ‘Vest 
Bank ind Gaza woulc make the 
Palestinian problem more com- 
Diicated, for the occupation 
would stay but with a different 


face. 


& 
Abdel Latif Abaid 
UNRWA schoolteacher, 
Shatta camp 


The media should carry 
its responsibility in the fight 
against ‘autonomy’... The autho- 
rities’ attempt to impose ‘auto- 
nomy’ through their collabora- 
tors who will not be able to 
stand against the will of the 
Palestinian people for a long 
time. The Palestinians insist 
on their just rights among which 
is the nght for an independent 
state. 

Yacoub Mehdi 
Gaza merchant 


The Camp David cham- 
pions are trying to use education 
as a pressure instrument on us 
to accept ‘autonomy’... The 
Egyptian regime has refused to 
permit our students to enrol 
in Egyptian universities. Sadat 
has demanded to meet with 
nationalist figures in Gaza to 
discuss this issue, but they have 
refused to meet because they 
know he would try to pressure 
them to accept ‘autonomy’. 
On the other hand, the Israeli 
authorities have been increasing 
the pressures on local residents 
to make them accept ‘auto- 
nomy’, such as increasing taxes 
to an unbearable level. Despite 
all the pressures, the Palestinian 
people continue to reject ‘auto- 
nomy’ and consider it an enemy 
to our people’s national goals... 
The role of the nationalist press 
is to explain the dangers of 
‘autonomy’ if it were to pass. 


Yusra Barbari 
Ittihad al-Nisai 
Women’s Union 


The Palestinian people 
have rejected ‘autonomy’ and 
even though the Palestinian 
people have been subject to dis 
crimination of all kinds, they 
continue to reject such attempts. 


Ibrahim Abu Duga 
Secretary, Gaza Bar Association 


Since the Palestinians were 
not represented in the Camp 
David agreement, or subsequent 
agreements, and since the Pales- 
tinjans are the most important 
party to the Middle East pro- 
blem, nobody has the right to 
impose any ‘solution’ on the 
problem of the Palestinians... 
Any just solution of the Pales- 
tinian problem should take into 
consideration the rights and 
national aims of the Palestinian 
people which are in harmony 
with the decisions of inter- 
national organizations. 


Faris al-Ghoul 
Mukhtar, Shatta Camp 


Any plan that does not 
give us our national and legal 
rights will be rejected. Our 
goal is to live freely and peace- 
fully like ali the nations of the 
worid in our own state. 


Abdel Wahaab Ghanem 
Mukhtar 


As long as I live without 
a national identity, I will reject 
all plans that fail to give me 
my national rights. 


Atiyeh Abeid 
Government school teacher 


The ‘autonomy’ scheme is 


a plan to liquidate the Pales 
tinian problem and to conso- 
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lidate the occupation... The Pa- 
lestinian people have rejected 
this scheme for they realize 
that it contradicts their na 
tional aspirations.. (Sadat) 
will try to direct another con- 
spiracy against the Palestinians 
by opening the door for Pales- 
tinians to emigrate and work in 
the Sinai. 


Salman al-Astal 
Mayor, Khan Yunis 


The Palestinian people 
have unanimously rejected the 
Camp David accord and its 
outcome for it is in contra- 
diction with our national aspi- 
rations...The Israeli authorities 
have been trying to suppress 
news of the role of the nationa- 
list institutions, but those insti- 
tutions continue to offer their 
services and reflect popular 
stands on all issues. 


Issam Abu Dua. 
Legal advisor, Khan Yunis 
mu 


Nobody can ignore the 
fact that there is a legal repre- 
sentative for the Palestinian 
people. The Palestinian problem 
should be dealt with in accor- 
dance with this fact. 


2 
Ziad Sha‘ath 
Rafeh municipal councillor 


It is not possible to have 
two leaderships for one people. 
There is only one legal and 
natural representative for the 
Palestinian people, and we fully 
support this representative... The 
rejection of the Camp David ac- 
cords is unanimous, and notody 
can force any scheme on the 
Palestinian people. 


e 
Abdallah Abu Jazar 
Rafah municipality legal advisor 


The Camp David accords 





and subsequent related agree- 
ments do not meet any o: the 
demands of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 


Odeh Abu Adreh 
Mukhtar, Rafah 


The Israeli occupation is a 
colonialist «one. Therefore, the 
‘autonomy’ scheme is an at- 
tempt to consolidate the occupa- 
tion and then annex the occu- 
pied territories. 


& 


Muhamad Zain el-Din 
Medical committee, 
Red Crescent Society 


The Palestinian people 
have expressed their views on 
the Camp David accords by re- 
peated denunciations. This stand 
stems from our conviction that 
this treaty does not achieve the 
least of our legal and natural 
rights... Sadat, Israel, and the 
US intend to implement the 
‘autonomy’ scheme by relying 
on a few unpopular figures. 
They try to present ‘autonomy’ 
as the only way to solve the eco- 
nomic troubles the residents 
face but in fact the economic grip 
on the residents would increase 
because Israel’s goal is to eva- 
cuate the Palestinians through 
increased economic pressures... 
The nationalist movement has 
been subject to increased 
Israeli pressures by several means 
like restricting public meetings 
and raising the status of colle 
borators... 


* 
Shaikh ismail al-Sawefiri 
Lawyer 


We reject the Camp David 
accords and ail the Sadat-Is 
raeli agreements that followed... 
We are strvggling for our natio- 
nal and legal rights to have our 
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own identity. The Camp David 
agreement does not give us the 
least of our rights 

* 


Shehadeh Hamid 
Mukhtar 


Our people have expressed 
their rejection of the Camp 
David agreement in a popular 
conference held in the YMCA 


Camp David agreement and the 
‘autonomy’ scheme do not serve 
our national interest, rather they 
would result in liquidating the 
Palestinian problem...Any at- 
tempt to force ‘autonomy’ on 
us would be faced by strong 
opposition from the Palestinian 
people. 
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LINK BETWEEN AUTONOMY, SINAI WITHDRAWAL DEMANDED 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 16 Oct 81 p 6 


[Article by Moshe Sharon] 


[Text } 


ANWAR SADAT was ritually ex- 
ecuted. His assassins — in the clas- 
sic, |2th-century meaning of the 
word — prepared themselves for 
the former president’s murder like 
priests preparing for a ritual. 

The day before. we are told, they 
fasted, and on the morning of the 
murder they performed the ntual 
washing as though they were enter- 
ing a state of preparation for prayer. 
For they knew that they might die, 
and they were preparing themselves 
10 enter paradise. They must have 
heen sure that they were performing 
a mission that would grant them im- 
mediate shahada. or martyrdom. 

These facts are well known not 
only to those acquainted with the 
ideology of the radical Islamic 
group at-Takfir wa-al-Hijra but also 
to Sadat's heir and his associates. 
This fact cannot but influence their 
behaviour in the future. It also has a 
much wider meaning tn the context 
of the general Middle East scene. 

The ritual execution of the presi- 
dent, very similar to the famous as- 
sassination operations in the Middle 
Ages, is a bloody reminder to Arab 
politicians in gereral about what 
strict Moslems consider to be their 
duty when an Islamic principle is at 
stake. 


In this case, peace with the 
Jewish infidel — at the expense of 
the Moslem community and con- 
trary to the most elementary 
teachings of Islam — is regarded as 
a major sin, the perpetrator of 
which cannot but expect to die. 


I HAVE NEVER had any doubts 
that the peace treaty with Israel was 
a brilliant part of a master-plan that 
aimed at stripping Israel completely 
of all its strategic gains in the Six 
Day War and so making it an easier 
target, both militarily and political- 
ly. 
Sadat made it very clear through 
his various spokesmen that Egypt's 
first major goal was to get Israel out 
of Sina. This territorial gain, which 
Egypt was unable to achieve even 
with all the military advantages in 
1973, was naturally very important 
for the late president: He under- 
stood that Egypt's position in the 
Middle East — indeed, in the world 
— would be quite different if, in- 
stead of having Israeli forces on the 
Suez Canal, the Egyptian army was 
but a few kilometres from the hearts 
of both Eilat and-Akaba, and within 
a few hours drive from Beersheba. 

He understood, too. that an 
Israeli presence in Sinai was a major 


strategic asset for the West and that 
Israel without Sinai was a burden. 
And he knew that peace with Israel 
was the shortest route to the 
American arsenals and the 
American purse. 

Yet he was not so sure about the 
internal Arab and Islamic fronts. 
The opposition on all these fronts 
was greater than he had anticipated, 
vet he must have hoped that when 
his plan became apparent, the op- 
position would then understand his 
wise strategy and support him. 
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AS FAR AS the Arab world is con- 
cerned, it was only a matter of time. 
Egyptian Foreign Minister Kamal 
Hassan Ali, said a short time before 
Sadat’s murder that after the whole 
of Sinai was back in Egyptian hands, 
Egypt's relations with the Arab 
world would be rapidly restored to 


normal. 
Only a few journalists and 


politicans in Israel gave this state- 
ment the attention it deserved. Only 
a few connected it with the efforts 
the Egyptians were making not to 
arouse any suspicions in Israel, or to 
endanger the completion of ithe 
withdrawal from the rest of Sinai. 

At every official meeting with 
Israelis, the Egyptians sought reas- 
surance that the withdrawal would 
be completed in time. Meanwhile, 
they continued soothing Israeli con- 
cerns about the fate of the peace 
treaty after April 1982. 

They were ready to concede within 
the framework of “normalization” 
on minor matters, but they 
deliberately did not move forward 
with the autonomy talks, which they 
had kept on ice for almost a year. 

The Egyptians will have a use for 
these autonomy negotiations after 
April 1982. The plan envisaged by 
the late president was simple: after 
1982, when Israel returns to its 1967 
borders in the south, Egypt will 
them put the cards on the 
“autonomy” table. Nobody can 
then say that Israel did not know the 
Egyptian position — that “full” 
uutonomy is the transitional phase 
befere Israel's total withdrawal 





room Judea, Samaria and Gaza and 
the establishment of a Palestinian 
state. 

Israel will not be able to accept 
this Egyptian interpretation. And at 
that point, Egypt — which has 
always stressed the link between the 
meace treaty und autonomy — © ill 
veel free to freeze the whole Camp 
David agreement pending the ac- 
ceptance of Egypt's interpretation 
of the treaty and the autonom) 
plan 

Within days, cooperation with the 
Arab world will be back to normal 
and Egypt will be able to resume its 
position at the head of most of the 
Arab world. 

Sadat needed only another six 
months. during which he was 
orepared to swallow anything from 
che Israeli side, b cause the reward 
was great. Yet, if he did correctly 
evaluate the intensity of the Arab 
opposition, he did not adequately 
evaluate the strength of the Islamic 
opposition. 


IN EUROPE, most of the jour- 
xalists and politicians pointed an ac- 
cusing finger at Israel after the as- 
sassination. They claimed that if 
Israel] had accepted the Egyptian 
demands over Judea and Samaria. 
Sadat would not have been killed. 

We now know that even if Sadat 
had secured Israel's withdrawal to 
the 1967 borders on all fronts, he 
would nevertheless have been in the 
same mortal danger. for he had sul! 
offended Islamic ideology. 

Making peace. with the Jews — 
which means accepting them as 
equals and recognizing their 
sovereignty over an area which 1s 
regarded as both Arab and Islamic 
— is asin. It involves the unjustified 
ending of jihad. when vital Islamic 
interests are harmed. 

Moreover, such a peace agrec- 
ment with the infidels could have 
only one meaning for the Moslem 
opposition, whether in Egypt or 
elsewhere: a permanent humiliation 
of Islam. 

As far as the Moslem 
Brotherhood and the more radical 
Islamic societies in Egypt are con- 
cerned, the signing of the peace 
treaty with the Jews — at 4 ume 
when they have political in- 
dependence, rule over Moslems and 
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occupy Islamic territories and holy 
places — is a major sin which can- 
not be justified. . 

The resurgent Islamic movement 
of repemance in Egypt viewed the 
late president's political maneuvers 
as a clear deviation from the right 
path. In their eyes — and they are 
many and powerful — Sadat had 
joined those who have been respon- 
sible for the decadence which has 
hefallen Islam. As such he had 
become a prime target for elimina- 
tion in the name of Islamic revival. a 
process which involves returning to 
the sources and reimstituting pure 
Isjamue law and practice in the true 
sense of the word. 


SADAT WAS well aware of the 
deep Islamic feelings in the Egyp- 
tan secrets, and particularly of the 
movement. of repentance, which 
had been steadily growing among 
the more educated sections of the 


population. 
-- Moreover, he himself was among 
the major architects of this Islamic 
revival, a movement he had en- 
couraged and helped. It was under 
his rule that Islamic education was 
expanded at all leveis in school and 
it was under his rule that the sharia 
(Islamic law) was made by spectai 
decree to be the main source of 
state legislation. 

It was Sadat who coined political 
and military achievements in 
Islamic terms. And it was not just 
coincidental that the code name for 
the October war was Badr — the 
name of the place where Moham- 
med had his first major victory over 
his infidel opponents in 624 CE. 

In the face of the violent Islamic 
reactions to the peace move, Sadat 
sought the backing of the respec- 
table Islamic establishment, 
represented by the University of al- 
Azhar. 

The responsa of the doctors of ai- 
Azhar — a major source of Islamic 
learning — justified the peace as a 
legitimate tactical maneuver. Yet, 
there was no question that it could 
not deviate from the spirit of the 
law. 

The responsa clearly pointed out, 
therefore, that the peace process 
could not be permanent and that 
the responsibility for taking such an 
extraordinary movc to end the state 
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of war with the infidels lay solely on 
the shoulders of Sadat as “the com- 
mander of an Islamic front.” 

The more radical Moslem circles 
never accepted these intellectual 
exercises. Adhering to ‘he aspira- 
tion of purifying Isiam, the late 
Mohammed Anwar as-Sadat was 
their prime target. 


SADAT'S HEIRS have been irying 
to minimize both the scope and the 
significance of the Islamic opposi- 
tion. They will do anything to withs- 
tand the pressure in the few months 
until April 1982. but ii is Goubifui 
whether thev will succeed. Already. 
President Mubarak has declared 
that Egypt's political aims are un- 
changed: a Palestimian siate. in- 
cluding East Jerusalem. Anc when. 
Mubarak says Egyptian policy wili 
not change he is absolutely nght 
Egyptian policy during Sagat 
presidency was Sased on the princi- 
ole of pushing Israel, with the help 
of the peace treaty. back to the 1967 
lines at feast, and this policy wil! 
continue with vigour after April 
next year. 

There is only ore thing Israel can 
do in this situation: to link a full 
agreement on the autonomy to the 
completion of the withdrawal! from 
Sinai. Without such an agreement, 
which will secure Israel's interests, 
in Judea, Samaria and Gaza. there 
should be no continuation of the 
withdrawal from the strategie air- 
bases in Sinai and the rest of the, 
peninsula. 

If Isracl completes the 
withdrawal without such an agree-, 
ment, Egypt. America and Eurone 
will fall like vultures on this 
country, applying pressure on it to, 
giVE UP ily Most vital position, 

The author is a senior lecturer in 
the history of the Islamic Peoples at 
the Hebrew University 














PROMISE SEEN IN SAUDI PEACE INITIATIVE 
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[Article by Mordechai Abir: 


[Text ] 


IT HAS BEEN reported that West 
Germany may follow France and 
declare its support for the Saudi 
“peace plan’’ of August 1981. 
Washington still appears to be loyal 
to the Camp David accords, but 
senior administration officials have 
welcomed Prince Fahd's peace in- 
itiative as “a radical departure from 
Riyadh’s traditional stance- con- 
cerning Israel.” 

This, and Washington's deter- 
mination to proceed with the sale of 
AWACS to Saudi Arabia, are symp- 
tomatic of the new realpolitik which 
is guiding the Middle East policy of 
the Reagan administration. 

Riyadh's contribution to the 
stabilization of the oil market is 
highly cppreciated by the West. 
Moreover, its petrodolilar reserves, 
rapidly approaching $150b., and its 
immense development plans are 
generating substantial activity in the 
world economy. Thus, even if 
OPEC is losing its stranglebold over 
the oil market and conservation and 
diversification efforts. of the Inter- 
national Energy Agency (IEA) are 
accelerating the process, Saudi 
Arabia is regarded an ally rather 
than a foe. 

In fact, its cooperation is con- 
sidered critical to Western interests 
until alternative sources of energy 
replace Middle East oil, and the 
stability of its regime is cf great con- 
cern to Washington. 

Ironically, the attack on the 
Grand Mosque in Mecca at the end 
of 1979, estimated by many to be 


"Riyadh's Radical Departure"] 


the beginning of the end. of the 
Saudi house, actually strengthened 
Riyadh’s government. The ruling 
classes quickly closed ranks and 
mercilessly supressed the opposi- 
tion of the Sunni fundamentalists on 


the right and of the Arab rasicals on 
the left. 

The Carter doctrine of 1980 and 
Washington's determination 
thereafter to protect Western in- 
terests in the Gulf not only 
redeemed America's credibility, but 
also bolstered Riyadh’s self- 
confidence. Infighting in the radical 
Arab camp, moreover, eroded its 
power and strengthened, Riyadh’s 
position. 

Saudi Arabia, it is believed, was 
even responsible indirectly for the 
difficulties faced by the Syrian 
government and the increasing ten- 
sion between Damascus and 
Baghdad. 


BY MID-1980 it was already. ap- 
parent that the Saudi regime had 
weathered the storm. It was in- 
itiating policy in OPEC and in the 
Arab camp rather than following 
that of the radicals. It covertly sup- 
ported American efforts to 
strengthen their defence infrastruc- 
ture in the Indian Ocean and their 
proposed plan for a eine 
Arab defence pact. 

This process culminated in 
September 1980 with the Iran-iraq 
war. No longer inhibited by its two 
large radical neighbours, Riyadh in- 
vited American presence on its ter- 
ritory (AWACS) and was in- 
strumental in establishing the Coun- 
cil for Gulf Cooperation, which is in 
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reality a mutual defence pact of the 
Arab Gulf countries, excluding 
Iraq, in complete violation of the 
charter of the Arab League. 


Notwithstanding its opposition to 
the Camp David agreement, Riyadh 
began to improve its relations with 
Cairo and espoused the US. inten- 
tion to revive the defunct Cairo- 

Riyadh’s new power and self- 
confidence were demonstrated dur- 
ing the first stages of the Syrian mis- 
sile crisis in April 1981 when Riyadh 
and its allies withdrew their finan- 
Cial support from the Arab interven- 
tion force in Lebanon. Saudi 
Arabia's willingness to cooperate 
with the mission of U.S. special en- 
voy Phillip Habib concerning this 
crisis and its later willingness to br- 
ing about a ceasefire between the 
PLO and Israel were a clear indica- 
tion that Riyadh assumed a new role 
in the Arab camp. 

Prince Fahd’s eight point plan for 
the settlement of the Arab-israeli 
conflict (August 1981) incorporated 
all the maximal demands from 
Israel and completely ignored its 
defence requirements. It did not 
mention Israel by name, nor did it 
imply recognition by Riyadh if it 
was to accept the Pax Arabica. 

In reality, the same proposals 
were previously discussed with 
Western statesmen and were found 
unacceptable by Israel. 
ANALYSTS IN ISRAEL and 
abroad attributed the Fahd in- 
itiative solely to Riyadh’s wish to 
facilitate the sale of the AWACS 
and to undermine the Camp David 
Accords. American and European 
officials claimed, however, that the 
Saudi proposal was a symptom of 





Riyadh’s increasing self-confidence 
and power, influenced by its special 
relations with Washington and fear 
of the outcome of another Arab- 
Israel war. 

The fact that Prince Fahd openly 
proposed a settlement of the con- 
flict with Israel, whatever the condi- 
tions, implied a willingness to 
recognize Israel and was a clear 
departure from Riyadh’s traditional 
policy. . 

Even if all this is true, it is clear 
that Riyadh’s ability to negotiate 
with Jerusalem is conditional! on its 
power and stability. Indeed, despite 
its resilience in the ‘ast two years, 
the archaic Saudi regime still faces 
the cardinal problems created by 
the modernization of a backward 
society and by the immense asym- 
metries, which plague most of the 
Arab oil countries. 

Yet, can Israel ignore the fact 
that, whatever its intention, the 
Saudi proposal is definitely a depar- 
ture from Riyadh’s previous rejec- 
tion of Israel’s existence? Can it af- 
ford to miss an opportunity to in- 
volve Riyadh, a pillar of the Arab-. 
Islamic world, in talks concerning. 
the settlement of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict? 

Moreover, U.S. Defence 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger 
recently declared America’s deter- 
mination to protect the Saudi 
regime against enemies within and 
without. Not to mention Riyadh's 
endeavours to gain the support of 
the new Saudi elite, even if it refuses 
to share power. 


OBV’OUSLY, Saudi Arabia's max- 
imalist demands are unacceptable 
to Israel. But Jerusalem's policy 
concerning the territories and the 
Palestinians is just as objectionable 
to the Arabs. Both could be con- 
sidered, therefore, opening gambits 
for negotiations. 

If Riyadh is sincere, this could 
prove to be & dramatic 
breakthrough im Arab-Israeli rela- 
tions. But if it is not, its bluff will be 
called and Israel's relations with 
Washington and its image in the 
eyes of American public opinion 
will be improved. 
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Jerusalem's delight with Reagan's 
statement that Israel isan important 
strategic asset for America was 
somewhat premature. It overlooked 
the fact that, guided by hard-line 
realpolitik, the new administration 
has other, possibly more important, 
strategic assets in the region. 

It is already clear that the protec- 
tion of Saudi Arabia's regime and its 
oil has become Washington's first 
priority. Even Israel- is asked fp 
overlook. its long-range defence 
considerations in order to protest 
the West's short-range interests. 
This is why Washington is deter- 
mined to sell the AWACS to Riyadh 
despite Israel's objections and the 
opposition at home. 

For this reason — and even more 
because the Saudi initiative may 
provide a key to a more meaningful 
peace with the Arabs — Israe! must 
carefully examine the possibility 
that Riyadh may have changed its 
traditional stance concerning the 
— of the Arab-Israeli con- 

ict. ' : 
‘ The author is professor of Middle 
Eastern Studies at the Hebrew Univer- 
sity. 
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ARAB EDUCATION LAG REPORTED 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in 


[Article by Benny Morris] 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


About half the teachers employed 
in Israel's Arab minority elementary 
schools six years ago were un- 
qualified and 6 to 8 per cent of the 
fourth-to-sixth graders were unable 
to read Arabic properly. = 


These are among the main 
findings, published last week, of the 
first comprehensive study of the 
Israeli Arab elementary school 
system. Conducted by three 
Hebrew University Education 
School researchers, Dr. Yosef 
Bashi, Dr. Sorel Kahan and Dr. 
Danie! Davis, the study, based 
largely on field work, question- 
naires and statistics, conducted ‘in- 
1974/78 and covered 69 schools with 
4,683 fourth-, sixth- and eighth- 
graders. 


The researchers suggest that the 
main reason for the low achieve- 
ments in the Arab school system at 
the time of the study was the enor- 
mous rate at which it has grown 
since the establishment of the state, 
almost triple that of the growth in 
Jewish school. It also points to dis- 
parities in services between Jewish 
and Arab schools. 


In looking at the achievements of 
Arab primary school pupils, the 
researchers studied results in 
Arabic language, nature (science), 
geography, arithmetic and Hebrew 
language, and compared them, 
where possible, with those of the 
pupils in the Jewish school system. 
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The researchers found that about 
8 per cent of the fourth-graders in 
Arab schools and some 6 per cent of 
the sixth-graders could not read 
fluently. 


The study also found that about 
one third of the fourth-graders were 
unable to add four numbers (of two 
or three digits), which was I5 per 
cent higher than the failure rate 
among their Jewish peers. 

The researchers concluded that 
the success rate among the Mosiem 
Arab pupils in general arithmetic 
was comparable to the success rate 
among Jewish pupils of Sephardi 
origin. Although the level of the 
Druse and Christian students was 
higher than that of their Moslem 
peers, it was still substantially lower 
than that of Ashkenazi Jews. 


Simce 1967, Arab primary-school 
pupils from third grade on have 
been learning Hebrew as a “first 
foreign language,” for three hours a 
week (four, since 1973). It was 
found that a significant number of 
fourth-, sixch- and cighth-grade 
Arab pupils made basic gram- 
matical mistakes und had trouble 
uriderstanding the simplest Hebrew 
texts. 

In their 48$-page study, the 
researchers point out that the Arab 
primary-school system, with its 
103,000 supils, 272 schools and 
some 5,000 teachers, grew between 
1960 and 1975 by about 198 per 
cent, compared with a 60 per cent 
growth in the Jewish school system. 
While Israel's Arab minority grew 
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between 1949 and 1975 by 300 per 
cent, the number of Arab pupils at- 
tending primary schools grew in the 
same period by 1,300 per cent. 

The study points to major dis- 
parities in teaching levels and 
Facilities between Arab and Jewish 
schools. 

They explain the low quality of 
the teaching staff (52 ver cent of the 
teachers were unqualified in 1974) 
us well as the basic deficiencies in 
school buildings, services and 
equipment as largely stemming 
from the enormous growth in the 
Arab school system. 

The researchers found that Arab 
classrooms averaged 31.2 pupils per 
classroom compared with 26:6 in 
the Jewish schools. Only 44 per cent 
of Arab schools had a medical. 
nurse on the staff, compared with 95 
per cent of the Jewish schools. 


The researchers also appeared to 
agree with the criticism that the 
Arab school curriculum lacked suf- 
ficient (or, in some cases, any) con- 


tent “relevant to the culture and 


heritage of the Arab people” while, 
at the same time, including subjects 
“in a relatively large quantity” with 
Jewish cultural content. 
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[Editorial] 


[Text ] 
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THE MOVEMENT to stop the withdrawal from Sinai is intensifying 
its efforts to bring more people into Yamit, and the near-by settle- 
ments. 

This movement is spearheaded by the Tehiya Party and Gush 
Emunim, but it is not confined to these groups. For there are sundry 
individuals, within and outside some of the large political bodies, who 
= with the goal, even more so after the death of Anwar 

adat. 

Tehiya and Gush Emunim do not hide their incentions. Some of 
their leaders have taken up residence in Yamit and other settlements 
— and in the case of Talmei Yosef they have squatted in the houses 
of the settlers who earlier evacuated the site at government behest. 

The holiday season has now given them an added opportunity to 
demonstrate their resolve and the extent of their support. Sym- 
pathizers have been encouraged to spend Simhat Tora in Yamit and 
presumably the aim is for some of them to stay on. 

The government has apparently decided to adopt a hands off 
policy for the time being. Even in the case of the illegal squatters at 
Talmei Yosef the government has been reluctant to invoke the law. 

Obviously Prime Minister Begin would find it embarrassing to be 
obliged to resort to force to remove Jewish settlers or squatters from 
the area. This would only serve to dramatize their cause. — 

Thus, largely at the urgings of Defence Minister Ariel Sharon, the 
government is watching and waiting. The final date for withdrawal in 
April 1982 is unchanged. Before that time the legitimate settlers in 
the area will have to leave, and while there are still snags in the com- 
pensation process and great pockets of indignation among the set- 
tlers, there is more reason now to believe that this transfer will be 
conducted smoothly. 

Meanwhile, the army will arrive in greater force to prepare for the 
final withdrawal procedures and the Egyptians too will make their 
presence felt. 

Then. reasons Mr. Sharon, will be the appropriate time to take 
whatever action is necessary to assure that the area is handed over 
according to the agreements. Any attempts to pry the Tehiya or Gush 
people loose before that would only play into their hands and cause 
unnecessary complications. 

There are those, of course, perhaps even inside the government, 
who fear that allowing the numbers of the anti-withdrawal group to 
grow in the Yamit area could lead to more violent confrontations 
when the time for withdrawal is at hand. Better stem the tide now, 
they argue, than allow it to develop the momentum for a major clash 
in a few months. 

Since it is the army which in the end must bear the responsibility, 
the defence minister's position must be respected. But it carries a 
risk, and if the judgment is wrong, April 1982 will be a difficult time 
indeed. 
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MUSLIMS OPPOSE YAFO MOSQUE PROJECT 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 23 Oct 81 p 2 


(Article by Michal Yudelman] 


(Text ] 


CSO: 


TEL AVIV. — A committee headed by k:dis 
from the triangle and the Galilee and by Knes- 
set Member Mohammed Watad (Labour) wis 
set_ up yesterday to counter plans to turn the 
Hassan Bek mosque here into a tourist and 
commercial centre. 

The committee has already sent cables to 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin. the 
Religious Affairs Ministry and the Interior 
Ministry protesting the Tel Aviv municipality's 
intention to allow private entrepreneurs to take 
over the mosque site. 

Other members of the Mosiem community in 
Jaffa threatened to appeal to the UN, the Egyp- 
tian Embassy and other Arab states to exert 


signed between the old Wakf and Peres was 
obtained illegally. 

The present Wakf asked a court to cancel 
the validity of the contract 11 months ago. A 
verdict is still awaited. 

Interior Ministry spokesman Yitzhak Agasi 
said yesterday that reconstruction of the mos- 
que was still a long way off. At this stage it has 
just passed the local planning committee and 
has not yet reached the district committee or 
the interior minister for approval, he said. 

Interior Ministry.sources said that Interior 
Minister Yosef Burg does not look favourably 
upon the prospect of turning the mosque into 
an ‘‘amusement and tourist attraction.” [t was 


pressure on Israel not to tamper with the mos- 
que. 

Political circles expressed concern that the 
Hassan Bek controversy could not have broken 
Out at a worse time — just when the autonomy 
talks are beginning at the Tel Aviv Hyatt Hotel 
— across the road from the mosque. 

Abed Kabub, chairman of the Waki 
(Moslem religious trust) in Jaffa, has called 
upon all Israeli Arabs to assemble at the mos- 
que two weeks from today to raise funds for the 
holy site’s renovation. 

“The city’s plan looks beautiful on paper, but 
what it really means is that they'll destroy the 
mosque, leaving a tiny space for prayer, und the 
rest they will turn into the private business 
centre of Gershon Peres,” Kabub said yester- 
day. 

Gershon “Gigi Peres is the brother of 
Labour Party chairman Shimon Peres. 

The mosque site was leased to contractor 
Peres some six years ago by the previous 
Wakf, which was later dispersed due to ir- 
regularities and corruption charges. Kubub. 
who began serving on the new Wakf three 
and a half years ago, claims that the contract 
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ulso learned that the Ministry for Religious Al- 
fairs would probably oppose the plans for the 
mosque. 

Tel Aviv Mayor Shlomo Lahat said yesterday 
that the Hassan Bek mosque has been deserted 
for some 30 years, and serves as a centre for 
drug dealers and a garbage dump. 

He said the city would not do anything to 
compromise the holy character of the site, and 
the the mosque’s renovation and reconstruction 
will make it a more respectable place. “We 
treat the mosque with more care and respect 
than do the Moslems,” he said. 

Asked about the validity of the contract with 
Peres, Lahat said that as far as the municipality 
is concerned, Peres has legal control of the site 
at present, and that the city must deal with his 
request to build on the site. 

City engineer Shmuel Penn said that the 
Original mosque area was only 60 square metres 


of the overall structure, which was the villa of 


Hassan Bek. Penn said that the mosque space 
will be reconstructed. In addition, a domed. 
250-square-metre hall will be added to be used 
by the municipality for public purposes. Also, a 
bazaar with shops selling souvenirs, books and 
religious articles will be added, all in oriental 
design in keeping with the original structure's 
design. 
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ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF PALESTINIAN STATE PREDICTED 
Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 5 Oct 81 p 6 


[Report on interview with Ephraim Ahiram by Macabee Dean, 
"Economics And a Palestinian State"] 


[Text] TEL AVIV. — “Thinking about the their own duty on everything that 


unthinkable" is sometimes engaged 
in at the Interdisciplinary Centre for 
Technological Forecasting at Tel 
Aviv University. Members 
sometimes think about what would 
be the economic consequences of 
the emergence of a Palestinian state 
in the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. 

Dr. Ephraim Ahiram, $4, head of 
the centre's economic section has 
given the ‘“‘unthinkable’ con- 
siderable thought. 

** First of all” he stresses, “I don't 
want to comment on the question 
whether establishing such a state is 
desirable or not. That is a political 
matter. I'm only willing to comment 
on possible repercussions such a 
state would have on the economic 
relations between Israel and what 
are at present the administered 
areas.” 

However, Ahiram does assume 
that this new country would not be 
in a state of open war with Israel. It 
might undoubtedly be under the 
influence of other Arab countries, 
specifically that of Jordan, and the 
present “open borders’ policy 
might be discontinued. 

“The first thing the Palestinians 
would probably do — you have to 
remember that we futurists deal 
only with suppositions, and that we 
have more than one scenario for 
each possible development — 
would be to set up their own 
customs zone. They would charge 


entered the country, and find ways 
to regulate everything that was ex- 
ported.” 

At present, Israel has a kind of 
custom's union with the ad- 
ministered areas. And the duties on 
incoming goods in Israe! as well as 
in the areas are high, among the 
highest in the world. There is no 
reason why the Palestinians should 
continue to pay this high duty, and 
they might either form @ custom's 
union with Jordan, or set up their 
own unit, with low duties. 

The end result will be a great 
temptation to smuggle goods across 
the border to Israel. And due to the 
nature of the border, there is little 


chance of preventing large-scale. 


smuggling without actually sealing 

off the border, Ahiram says. 
Worse yet, he continues, the 

smuggling must lead to another type of 


“union,” that of two underworlds. 
The crooks of Israel and those of 
the Palestinian state, will join hands. 
Dr. Ahiram recalls the American- 
Canadian border during Prohibition 
in the U.S.,- and the huge un- 
derworid which developed in the 
US. 

The second major effect of such a 
new state will be that on the labour 
force. “Although the approximately 
70,000 Arabs who cross into Israel 
every day to work constitute only 6 
or 7 per cent of the Israeli labour 
force, they are about 35 per cent of 
that of the West Bank and Gaza. If 
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date and place not given: 


these workers for some reason were 
not allowed to cross over daily, 
several sections of the Israeli 
economy would feel the effect 
strongly,” Ahiram says. These ‘in- 
clude the building trades, not -only 
due to the sudden shortage of 
hands, but also due to the fact that 
Israel imports considerable quan- 
tities of cement blocks, cut stone 
and marble from the West Bank, he 
adds. 

Another Israeli industry hard hit 
would be the iabour-intensive parts 
of the textile industry, where con- 
siderable numbers of Arabs are 
employed. Moreover, many small 
workshops in the West Bank and 
Gaza-do textile sub-contracting for 
Israeli firms. 

A third area affected will be 
agriculture, where the Arabs do 
much of the hard physical work. 
They also work in other industries, 
producing grapefruit sections for 
the canning industries, and they also 
do a lot of urban sanitation work — 
cleaning streets, (especially on 
Saturdays and holidays.) 

“If there is a sudden drop in such 
Gastarbeiter (the German word for 
foreign workers, mainly from 
Turkey, Greece and Yugoslavia), 
who do the dirty work for the 
Germans, Israel will be hard hit and 

there will be an immediate slow- 
down in Output in all these areas."’ 

The immediate solution, Ahiram 
feels, would be to import 
Gastarbeiter from Turkey and 











Greece, and perhaps even from 
Egypt. “But this will create con- 
siderable social probiems.” 

The major long-range solution, 
Dr. Ahiram says, will be to make 
those industries more capita!- 
intensive, employing the most up- 
to-date technology. He rules out the 
alternative solution, that Israeli 
Jews, or even Israeli Arabs, would 
again agree to do hard physical 
work. “Some might agree, but the 
salaries they would demand, would 
be enormous. Technology might be 
cheaper.” 

At any rate, the researcher feels 
that Israel will be able to weather 
the storm if it gradually loses 6 to 7 
ser cent of its labour force. If this 
happens suddenly the situation will 
be difficult, but not catastrophic. 

But what will happen to the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, if suddenly 
one-third of their labour force is 
thrown out of work? “And it will 
not only be one third; for those peo- 
ole working in Israel generate jobs 
for about another 20 per cent or 
more. Thus, half of all the Palesti- 
nians would be jobless. 

“Some of these potential jobless 
may have saved their money and be 
able to return to their farms. Some 
might find work in Arab countries, 
in Jordan or even in the Persian 
Gulf states. But in the latter 
countries, the Palestinians are con- 
sidered ‘foreigners’ and not es- 
pecially welcomed. 

“The danger is that these jobless 
may be exploited by their rulers for 
political purposes and turned 
against Israel. But inflamirg the 
passions of these workers can be a 


double-edged sword. They might 
turn against their rulers and create 
unrest in the unstable Middle East. 
The Arab rulers have more to fear 
from such unrest than the Israelis,” 
Ahiram says. 


Stopping trade between Israel 
and the Palestinian state will also 
cause problems, but Ahiram feels 
that these are not very grave. Israel 
will no longer import cement blocks 
for instance, but these can be made 
in Israel. However, the shortage of 
cut stones and marble will be felt. 

As for exports, Ahiram believes 
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that Israel could actually benefit in 
some respects. “At present, we pay 
out scarce foreign currency to buy 
sugar, oil, and flour which we 
provide to the West Bank. We gain 
nothing by doing this. However, 
Israel also exports to the Palesti- 
nians a considerable amount of low- 
grade textiles, cloth, plumbing in- 
stallations which would be difficult 
to sell elsewhere. Thus, if this Arab 
market is closed, it will be difficult, 
if not impossible, to find alternative 
markets.” Israel will also lose its 
market for cement. 

Of enormous importance is the 
exploitation of the water resources, 
especially in regard to the West 
Bank, less so in regard to Gaza. 

“We both tap the same above- 
ground 2nd underground water 
resources: The underground water 
resources can be tapped in most 
cases either in Israel or in the West 
Bank,” Ahiram says. 


The problem is that Israel has ex- 
ploited these resources to the hilt; 
the Arabs on the West Bank have 
not made much use of these 
resources. Although Israel has an 
excellent claim under international 
law to these underground resources, 
it will be very difficult to enforce 
this claim, if the Arabs on the West 
Bank decide to begin to pump 
significantly more quantities of 
water than they do today. 

The end result will be the deple- 
tion of these underground reser- 
voirs, and their gradual replenish- 
ment not by sweet rain water, but by 
saline water from the Mediterra- 
nean. And since Israel lies much 
closer to the Mediterranean than 
the West Bank, the wells in Israel 
will turn salty at an enormous rate 
which will eventually spell disaste’ 
for both Israel and the West Bank 
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MESHEL PLANS FOR HISTADRUT DISCUSSED 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 9 Oct 81 p 13 


[Text ] 


HISTADRUT  Secretary-Genera! 
Yeroham Meshel is confident that if 
his reform programme is adopted in 
the coming four years, not only will 
Likud talk of its inevitable take- 
over of the giant Labour Federation 
be shown to be so much bDlarney. 
but the Labour Movement will be 
strengthened and his successor will 
ride to victory with an even bigger 
majority than he himself enjoys. 

in his busy office on the fifth floor 
of the Histadrut Executive, Meshel 
was happy that he was starting his 
third term with increased support 
from the membership. He would 
not accept defeatist chatter about 
the Histadrut elections having in- 
dicated a decline in Labour votes. 
He referred to the increased 
percentage that had accrued to his 
faction despite the factors operating 
against Labour. Polling had zot 
taken place on a holiday for once, 
and for the first time Histadrut 
voters had cast their ballots near 
their homes and not at work. When 
| mentioned the sizeable ratio of 
abstentions, Meshel interjected 
with: “Who can tell which party lost 
them? It's anybody's guess.” The 
actual results were what mattered, 
he stressed. 

The Histadrut veteran feit he had 
won a renewed mandate from the 
members to pursue a programme of 
organizational reform aimed at 
bringing the rank-and-file closer to 
the Federation. 

As he spoke of that programme's 
expected influence on voting at the 
next Histadrut polls in 1985, I asked 
whether he would be a candidate 
for the secretary-generalship again. 
“Definitely not, this is my last 


term,” he proclaimed, beaming with 
pleasure. 

“During the election campaign, 
peopie kept coming up to me at fac- 
tory meetings and saying, “You 
don't really mean it, you're going to 
become a cabinet minister’. | never 
thought of doing such a thing for 
one moment. I am now entering my 
third and last term in a fighting 
moovy, inteat on pursuing my reform 
plans. I intend laying the ground 
during the next four ycars for my 
successor. 

“And I won't let anyone or 
anything persuade me otherwise. | 
shall go at the end of this term, and 
do my best tc helo the one ho will 


follow me.” 


Unable to control my curiosity, I 


blurted out: “Are you preparing 


anyone in particular?” 

“I will take pride in having 
someone who grew up inside the 
Histadrut,” he replied, mysterious- 


ly. “I can only say it won't be: 
someone brought in from the out- | 
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won't let them get away with it,” he 
replied. 

Having been struck by the look of 
gratification on the face of Deputy 
Premier David Levy, head of the 
Histadrut Likud faction, when his 
supporters almost wrecked the con- 
vention, I asked Meshel if he 
thought Levy had orchestrated the 
rioting. 

“Certainly, he is the one respon- 
sible,” came the quick answer. 
“Levy did nothing to stop it.” 

Meshel differentiated between 
Likud politicians and those 
Histadrut members who had voted 
for the Likud. Contrary to Likud 
atrocity propaganda, no one was 
thinking in terms of punishing their 
voters by dismissing them or any 
such nonsense, he said. Likud works 
committee members would be 
asked to take part in the new 
Histadrut educational programme 
like all other trade union cadres. 

_Meshel stressed that he regards 
himself as secretary-genera! of ail 


side, but & map. who has been living Histadrut members. 
n. 


‘ihe life of the.Rederatio 
Would there be surprises? 
**No, no surprises,’* 

emphasized. 


Pa 


he 


RECALLING the recent TV broad- 
casts from the Histadrut Conven- 
tion and later from the Histadrut 
Executive, showing Likud delegates 
storming the rostrum and using 
strong-arm tactics to distrust the 
proceedings, I asked Meshel 
whether he sensed that the 
Histadrut was under siege. 

_ “No, I do not see it as a state of 
siege. True, there is an organized at- 
tempt by the Likud faction to pur- 





| He mocked Likud attempts to 
play down the Labour majority in 


the Histadrut. “If their majority of 


| 0:8-per cent in the Knesset elections 


is sufficient to enable them to con- 
duct a fateful discussion on strategic 
policy with the Americans without 
even bothering to tell half the K nes- 
set about it, they cannot use the 
argument that the rules of majority 
and minority do not hold in the 
Histadrut. According to David Levy 
and other Likud spokesmen, there 
is a difference between the two. In 
the Knesset, they say, they have the 
legitimate majority, while in the 
Histadrut we have what he terms ‘a 


sue obstructionist tactics, but we steamroller majority (rov doress),’ 
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Meshel said heatedly. 











HOW DOES he intend coping with 
the coordinated Likud disorder? 

“4s chairman I will have to be em- 
powered to expel from meetings any 
delegate who tries to disrupt the 
proceedings, or tries by force to 
take over the microphone. It is my 
impression that this is a clearly 
worked out Likud plan to under- 
mine our deliberations. | must 
emphasize that in my view a 
democratic system that does not 
take measures to protect itself will 
be destroyed. As much as I dislike 
the idea, I will have to enforce order 
by calling in the ushers to control 
those who cause a disruption. If we 
can have orderly debates there will 
be no need of them.” 

The Histadrut chief deplores the 
way the Likud’s riotous behaviour is 
wrecking his organization's image: 
“All people see on their TV sets 
are brawls and screams from the 
Histadrut, and then the camera 
focuses on Meshel banging his gavel 
and calling for order.” 

What particularly upsets him is 
the influence this conduct has had 
on the country’s youth. His |2-year- 
old grandson Shai was terribly upset 
by the TV reports and the Likud- 
inspired riots at the convention. 
Shai had accompanied his grand- 
father to the convention, and as the 
Likud bullyboys started bashing the 
Alignment delegates, he turned 
despairingly to Meshel: “Saha, you 
are their secretary, aren't you? Is 
that how Aaverim behave?” 

Meshel had endeavoured to ex- 

plain the violence away as irrele- 
vant, but the youngster remained 
unconvinced: “You can't allow 
comrades to behave in such a nasty 
manner to one another.” 
~ Meshel has carried a sense of in- 
sult with. him since the canventioa, 
and it has been reinforced by all the 
letters he has received from all parts 
of the country deploring what hap- 
pened. 

“I have tried to explain to the 
Likud people the damage they are 
doing to the Histadrut, and some of 
them agreed with me in private, but 
as a faction they get their orders 
from Levy to pursue wrecking tac- 
tics. Well, we won't let them destroy 
what we have built up over the 
years. 


“When I called on Histadrut 
members to rally to the flag, I really 
meant it. For I discern a real threat 
to our democracy, and not only in 
the Histadrut, in the organized bid 
to use violence to obstruct the 
adoption of resolutions by our 
elected bodies.” 

Meshel was pleased that at least 
one Likud leader, Communications 
Minister Mordechai Zipori, had 
written to him to apologize — for 
calling the Histadrut “one big 
Mafia,” and accusing Meshel of 
“living it up in his penthouse.” The 
latter charge had particularly 
pained the veteran trade union 
leader, who takes pride in his old- 
fashioned, modest life-style. 


THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
then outlined the new courses of ex- 
pansion the Federation intended 
taking. He stressed that the resolu- 
tion adopted at the convention 
would be allowed to remain mere 
resolutions. This was particularly 
the case with the proposal to issue 
every oné of the million-plus 
Histadrut members with a share in 
Hevrat Ovdim, the Histadrut 
holding company. A card bearing 
the member's name and photo 
would entitle him or her to dis- 
counts at all Histadrut firms and 
agencies, and give the rank-and-file 
a feeling of having a stake i the 
Labour economy. 

Fecusing on the issue that was 
used by the Likud to almost break 
up the convention (the proposal to 
set up regional labour councils 
embracing kibbutzim, moshavim, 
development towns and Arab vil- 
lages), Meshel explained that the 
idea behind it had been to bring 
about coexistence and under- 
standing between the three sectors. 

He would not press it through if it 
would only be a mechanical act — it 
had to come from the people. “If 
theseisdack of understanding-end a 
sense of alienation between the 
members of kibbutzim and people 
in development towns, especially 
those working in kibbutz-owned 
regional plants, then it is a failure of 
Israeli society as a whole. We in the 
Histadrut are trying to do 
something about it,” he declared, 
claiming that Zionism after all was a 
continuing effort to unify the peo- 
ple. 
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Naturally, he will not try to oblige 
Arab members to abandon their dis- 
tinct identity, and he favours the ef- 
forts of various communal groups to 
revive their particularistic heritage 
(such as the Mimouna), but on con- 
dition that they all manage to come 
together to create common patterns 
of life. 

The Histadrut leadership is now 
concentrating on including the 
kibbutz-owned regional plants in 
worker-management anc profit- 
sharing schemes that have proved 
successful elsewhere in the Labour 
economy. The operative word 
henceforth will be partnership — the 
partnership of employed staff from 
development towns in running these 
firms. And it would be a rule that 
these workers wili also have a 
chance to be promoted to executive 
positions, which until now have 
been the preserve of kibbutzniks. 

All that they had suggested was 
the creation of a greater local 
partnership in rural areas so as to 
eliminate any sense of alienation. 


However the Likud’s fierce opposi- 
tion to the scheme “causes me to 
wonder whether it wants to 
perpetuate this alienation, perhaps 
in the hope that it can make capital 
out of the antagonism at election 
time. Well, we won't let them, 
because what we have in mind is a 
true Zionist act,” he declared. 

“I doubt whether David Levy 
ever read Lenin's writings, but | am 
certain that Menachem Begin is 
familiar with them, especially when 
he set out the Bolshevik credo: ‘The 
worse things get, the better it is for 


us. 


THE NORMALLY SOBER 
Histadrut chief got quite excited 
when discussing his scheme for in- 
tegrating rural and urban Histadrut 
operations. An attempt would be 
made to bring the people in 
development towns closer to kib- 
butzniks, through socializing and 
joint cultural activities. In urban 
districts the scheme would involve 
an innovative organizational com- 
plexity: it is intended to integrate all 
Histadrut operations under one 
roof. This would bring the local 
branches_of Bank Hapoalim, ‘he 
Histadrut pension funds and\in- 
surance firms, Kupat Holim dispen- 
saries, Na'amat wothen and child 








welfare and social work, Noar Oved 
youth activities, Mish’an social 
welfare agency work, Hapoel sports 
clubs and so forth into one in- 
tegrated framework. 

Parallel with this would be the 
greater involvement of Histadrut 
economic agencies in community 
work. Bank Hapoalim had already 
taken the lead, Meshel advised me, 
speaking of his vision of the local 
bank manager getting involved in 
the social problems of the 
neighbourhood. Emphasis would be 
on encouraging local leadership, 
and people would no longer be 
brought from the outside to run 
these Histadrut agencies. As a first 
step, he had altered the name of the 
Histadrut unit that would be in 
charge of this scheme — from 
Department for Neighbourhoods to 
Department for Integration of 
Community Activities. The change 
of name had been adopted at the 
behest of groups of neighbourhood 
leaders who had advised him that it 
would enhance the department's 
work and the self-image of those in- 
voived in it. ; 

The Labour Federation would 
also embark on an ideological of- 
fensive. “Our members must be 
brought to see the Histadrut not 
only through the prism of its trade 


‘union activities, through wage 


talks and cost-of-living 
allowance agreements,”’ he de- 
clared. His eyes lit up when he 


talked of the mass educational drive 


he was poised to launch through a 
network of workers’ colleges, which 
would offer ideological insights plus 
managerial training. “The talented 
blue collar worker in Histadrut 
firms won't any longer have to feel 
that he can never make it up the 
managerial ladder. I am pleased to 
report that managers in the Labour 
sector have accepted this scheme 
with much enthusiasm. In addition 
to this the Histadrut will expand and 
deepen its educational work among 
committees.” 

He is also planning a college to be 
attended by Arab and Jewish 
workers, where each community 
would learn from the other. He is 
alert to the problem of com- 
municating with the younger 
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generation of highly-qualified 
technologists among Histadrut 
members. “We have been rather 
old-fashioned in our contacts with 
them.” 

When I quoted the Likud faction 

head who had promised Meshel, 
“We'll take over in eight years’ 
time,” he replied scoffingly: “You 
know the saying that since the 
destruction of the Temple the gift of 
prophecy has been limited to babes 
and fools.’ More seriously, he 
repeated he was convinced that if 
the Histadrut got down to 
implementing the reforms, the 
Likud would be on the retreat in 
four years’ time. 
MESHEL NOTED that the issue of 
communal tension had not figured 
in the Histadrut elections; it only 
entered the Knesset campaign when 
Begin ignited the spark. In the 
Histadrut there has been communal 
integration for some time (his 
deputy, Israel Kessar, was born in 
the Yemen; and the majority of the 
82 Labour Council secretaries (all 
but two of them came from the 
Alignment) are from the Oriental 
communities). 

Indeed, one of the ideas behind 
his promotion and on-the-job 
managerial training scheme for 
Histadrut personnel was to bring 
about communal integration. 

However, the promising trade 
unionists of Oriental origin he knew 
would not allow themselves to be 
picked for jobs simply because of 
their origin. Yet, he pointed out sar- 
castically, “Begin causes communal 
antagonism, and look at all his re- 
cent government and state company 
appointment — Ashkenazim.” 


THAT BROUGHT us to the 


premier’s unwarranted attack on 
the Kibbutz Movement in his Rosh 
Hashana broadcast. Meshel deeply 
regretted that Israel's sixth prime 
minister should be the first to dis- 
miss the sterling role played by this 
pioneering element in the nation's 
history. ““He mocked Manara — has 
he ever been there? Does he know 
how harsh their living conditions 
have been? How much they have 
suffered from shelling? How they 
defend our border? Begin failed in 
national leadership, especially on 
Rosh Hashana, when we were ex- 
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pecting unifying words from the 
head of our government.” 

Does he fear what the Likud 
government has in store for the 
Histadrut? 

Meshel is aware of plans to hit at 
the organized bodies of the Labour 
Movement, but he is convinced that 
the third Likud finance minister, 
Yoram Aridor, will sooner or later 
end up like his two predecessors. 

Meshel is disappointed that the 
prime minister had chosen not to 
follow up his promise — given prior 
to his American visit — to call in the 
Histadrut for a thorough discussion 
of the country’s economic and 
social situation. 

Begin had responded with that 
promise following a Histadrut 
memorandum, sent to him on his re- 
election, seeking a dialogue with the 
government. Instead of taking the 
initiative, the government had been 
“hitch-hiking” on all agreements, 
including the seasonal cost-of-living 
payment schemes, reached between 
the Histadrut and the private sector, 
led by the Manufacturers Associa- 


tion. 

Meshel found it deplorable that 
the government was trying to dodge 
its duty, for example in the field of 
employment, choosing instead to 
put the onus on the Histadrut sector 
to provide work in certain parts of 
the country. 

“It has to be clear to the govern- 
ment that it cannot abandon its 
obligations to the citizens of this 
country. The- Histadrut refuses to 
solve labour disputes caused by the 
government, and will not fill the 
role of information officer and 
policeman for the government,” the 
Secretary-General declared 
categorically. 





ARIDOR'S ECONOMIC POLICIES CRITICIZES 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 6 Oct 81 p 16 


{Text ] 


THE 8.1 per cent rise in September's consumer price index announ- 
ced yesterday has burst the bubble of Finance Minister Yoram 
Aridor’s attempts to repress inflation. October's price inflation is 
likely to be similar, if not even higher, and nothing much different 
can be expected for. November. 

We are, in short, back to where we were last year, before Mr. 
Aridor grasped the helm of the economy. This despite his steadfast 
and solemn persistence in calling his policies “proper,” “supply-side 
oriented,” “balanced,” and by such-like labels of sham respectability 
which were understood by few and believed by even fewer. 

Nonetheless, Mr. Aridor's policies have kept most people tem- 
porarily quite happy, however cynical they may have been about the 
chances of the dearly bought pecuniary bliss being long-lasting. 

The short-lived satisfaction with Mr. Aridor’s activities — which 
did have the long-term result of winning the Knesset elections in 
June — had a very solid foundation. The Bank of Israel's report on 
economic developments in recent months shows that, as a result of 
nominal wage increases and the massive subsidization of consumer 
goods, real wages in the first half of 1981 went up by 11.5 per cent, 
with a corresponding rise in private consumption. 

It is safe to assume that the mini-boom which Mr. Aridor 
engineered (but which did not reduce unemployment or revive in- 
vestment) has made those whose income does not derive from wages, 
particularly those who live off the vast and growing grey or black 
economy, even happier than wage-earners. 

The latter should soon $c the first to realize that their happiness 
was short-lived. September's price inflation has already wiped out 
most of the cost-of-living allowance they are due to receive with their 
October salary. By the end of the year, all the gains in real wages 
showered upon them since early 1981 are likely to have evaporated. 

A policy designed to repress inflation, as a transitional stage in an 
overall programme of stabilization, has sense to it. In fact, it is dif- 
ficult to conceive of a stabilization policy that does not include the ar- 
tificial repression of inflation, as a prelude, unless one would choose 
the Margaret Thatcher way of mass unemployment. 

However, such a policy makes sense only if it is part of an overall, 
comprehensive and long-term programme. This Mr. Aridor has 
never had, and still does not have. He seems to have staked his all on 
one, and only one, factor in the inflationary process — that of expec- 
tations. True to an ideology that believes in the power of words, he 
seems to have thought that if only he could push inflation on a 
downward course for a time, it would go on falling by its own 
momentum. ’ 
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ISRAEL 








That is much too simple a view of reality. When the repression of 
inflation is designed so as to boost consumption and vastly swell the 
public's liquid assets, any effect that such a policy may have on ex- 
pectations is wasted. 

Mr. Aridor is now confronted with a hard choice, his horizon of 
possible solutions being necessarily limited by political constraints 
and socio-economic philosophy. He ean try, obstinately, to vindicate 
his policy by continuing to subsidize consumption and prevent social 
unrest in the development towns, so important to his party, by selec- 
tively bailing out ailing enterprises. But even to keep inflation at the 
September rate, he would have to go on injecting cash into the 
economy at the rate of some [S2b.-IS3b. a month. The Treasury's ac- 
tions in recent weeks show that even the finance minister has come to 
realize that he cannot do that. 

His main alternative is to revert, in harsher or milder manner, to 
the tight-fisted policies of his predecessor, Yigael Hurvitz. The im- 
mediate results of such a reversal of direction would be more, not 
less, price inflation —this time induced on the cost side — and more 
unempioyment. The attempt to evade this choice between the 
economically. unfeasible and the politically embarrassing will 
probably end up with a few more months of simply trying to muddle 
through. : 

That, no doubt, can always work for a time. But it is expensive and 
it leads nowhere. Right now it looks as if the Likud government, after 
three finance ministers in its first term, with the first having failed in 
an exercise of half-baked liberalism, the second having thrown in the 
towel after losing a fight for fiscal irypality. and the third having gone 
back to interventionism, must look for a fourth finance minister and 
a fourth economic outlook. But there do not seem to be enough fac- 
tions for that anymore. 


CSO: 4400/38 
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EMIGRATION PATTERN OF ARAB COMMUNITY DISCUSSED 


ISRAEL 


Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST MAGAZINE in English 25 Sep 81 pp 6-7 


[Article by David Richardson: 


(Text } 


THE LONG faces that greeted the 
election of Salvador Allende as the 
first Communist president of Chile 
in 1970 were found not only in the 
chanceries and copper markets of 
the world. Eight thousand miles 
away in the West Bank, Allende’s 
nationalization of banks and the 
social and economic chaos that 
plagued his regime caused severe 
discomfort by upsetting an ¢s- 
tablished pattern of financial aid. 

“For the first time ever we were 
sending remittances to our people 
in Chile,” recalls Farah al-Araj, the 
mayor of the small Christian town 
of Beit Jalla a few kilometres south 
of Jerusalem. 

The mayor, whose calling card 
gives his name as “‘al-Ara) 
(Larach)”, pronounced “laraj” in 
Spanish, estimates that today only 
10 per cent of the native population 
of his town and of neighbouring 
Bethlehem remain — the rest have 
emigrated. 


EMIGRATION, particularly of 
Christians, has been going on for at 
least three generations in Palestine. 
Today there is hardly an Arab fami- 
ly that does not have at least one 
close member abroad — either in 
the Americas or in one of the sur- 
rounding Arab states. 

The highly visible building boom 
in the territories, the expensive cars 
and the busy summer tounst season 
are all explained by the vast 
numbers of former residents who 
now live abroad. send money back 
to “the old country” and oc- 
casionally visit. 


'"Well-Worn Paths"] 


PALESTINIAN emigration, par- 
ticularly during the period of Israeli 
administration, is an issue im vitably 
laced with politics and emotion. 
The objective academic and 
statistical difficulties of defining an 
emigrant (as opposed to a refugee 
or a resident temporarily abroad). 
combined with the sensibilities of 
two peoples claiming rights to the 
same land, are exploited by those 
whose interest it is to minimize or 
exaggerate the dimensions of the is- 
sue. 

A senior military government of- 
ficial recently went out of his way to 
warn that comparing the number of 
residents who had left the territories 
to those who had entered wa the 
areas’ main thoroughfares, the 
Jordan bridges, was “totally mis- 
leading."’ Such figures could not 
reflect how many were abroad for 
study, or for business or other 
reasons, he insisted. 

However, government statisti- 
cians feel that these figures can be 
regarded at least as gross indicators 
of how many people have left the 
area. Between the end of 1968 and 
1980, 3,277,000 residents of the 
West Bank and Gaza left via the 
bridges while 3,148,500 returned: in 
these admittedly “gross” terms, 
128,500 people have left the area 
permanently. , 

Ardent Palestinian nationalists 
see emigration as a conscious policy 
adopted but not announced by the 
Israel government and implemented 
on every level of life by the military 
government. 
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“After all, they do not make too 
much effort to make us stay,” was 
the wry observation of Dr. Bakr 
Abu Kishk of the Bir Zeit Univer- 
sity Research Centre. 

“Nothing is really done to pre- 
vent Rabbi Meir Kahane (who ad- 
vocates the forceful expulsion of the 
Arab population of Eretz Yisrael) 
from preaching his particular solu- 
tion to the Palestinian problem,” 
said a young student at the univer- 
sity just a few months before final 
exams, after which he was off to join 


his brother who has been living in 
Boston for eight years. 

Only last Friday the joint 
Jordanian-PLO committee in Am- 
man announced that it would pay 
second salaries to people employed 
by the military government after 
1967, “in order to prevent their 
emigration.” 


PEOPLE have been leaving the 
eastern seaboard_of the Mediterra- 
nean since the time of the Turks. 
The final decades of the Ottoman 
Empire saw severe poverty and 
persecution in the outlying 
provinces as the central administra- 
tion decayed. 

In the case of Beit Jalla the first 
wave of emigration from the town 
followed the massacre of 35 of its in- 
habitants by the Egyptian Ibrahim 
Pasha in 1854. a 

‘One didn’t need passports 
then,” Farah al-Araj remembers his 
father telling him. “The Turkish 
birth certificate was sufficient and 
eight to 12 gold coins bought a pas- 
sage from Jaffa to America.” 








The Chnstians of Southern Judea 
chose Central and South America 
oecause the Catholic Church 
provided at least one element of 
familiarity in the New Worid, while 
they also enjoyed an educational 
advantage over the mixture of In- 
dians who made up the native pop- 
ulation. 

On arrival they were dubbed 
“Turcos’” because of the Turkish 
papers they held, and the name re- 
mains today although for some it 
has a derogatory connotation — not 
unlike “Mick™ or ““Yid.” 

According to al-Araj, 30,000 of 
his townsmen are now settled in 
Chile, and a similar number are 
scattered in Peru, Ecuador, Colom- 
bia, Honduras, El Salvador (which 
they are now fleeing) and Mexico. 

“There is not a single island in the 
Caribbean or state in Central or 
South America that does not have a 
family from Bethlehem or Beit Jal- 
la,” claims Elias Frei, mayor of 
Bethlehem. 

Strangely, emigration from the 


other Chnstian town in the area, 
Beit Sahour, has generally been 
eastwards to the neighbouring Arab 
countnes; also fewer people have 
left Beit Sahour than the neighbour- 
ing towns, and many of the 
emigrants eventually return. 


WITH A TINGE of superiority. 
people in Bethlehem and Beit Jalla 
refer tothe different tribal origins of 
the various populations and point to 
the stronger influence of the 
(Catholic) Church in their towns, 
which are dotted with imposing 
churches and religious institutions. 

Ramallah. once the largest Chnis- 
tian town in the West Bank, came 
under stronger Protestant and 
Anglican influence than the triangle 
of villages south of Jerusalem, and 
its voung people have in general 
moved to North America — par- 
ticularly Chicago and the Midwest. 
[In Chicago, there are entire city 
blocks compnising the homes and 
retail or wholesale businesses of 
people who trace their origins back 
'o what is sentimentally described 
as “the bride of Palestine.” 


THE MAJOR trends of emigration 
from the Samarian towns of 
Kalkilya, Tulkarm, Jenin and 


Nablus have been to the east. to the 
Gulf States and to Trans-Jordan. 
This is particularily true of the 
families of Nablus, so much so that 
local chronicler Ihsan el-Nimer cal- 
led his book on the area The History 
of the Region of Nablus and Sait. 

Nablus families have established 
deep ties on the East Bank, and may 
de found in the highest ranks of the 
Hashemite Kingdom's establish- 
ment. Suleiman Nabulsi was leader 
of the Jordanian opposition two 
decades ago, and Ahmed Toukan, 
fram another prominent Nablus 
clan, served at various posts in King 
Hussein's inner circle, including a 
brief term as prime minister of 
Jordan. His daughter, the late 
Queen Alia, was married to Hus- 
sein. 


EMIGRATION from Hebron was 


perhaps most noticeably influenced 
by the turbulent politics of the past 
40 years. At first. people from “‘al- 
Khalil,” as it is known, moved 
across the Negev and the Sinai to 
Cairo where they established the 
famous Cairo market, the Khan al- 
Khalili, or market of the 
Hebronites. 

After the creation of Israei in 
1948 they found their traditional 
path of emigration blocked from the 
south and the west, so they moved 
north to Jerusalem aad began 
replacing the large families who had 
controlled commercial life in the 
city before they fled in 1948. Today 
most of the merchants along Salah 
a-Din Street in East Jerusalem are 
originally from Hebron. Hebronites 
are also to be found in Jericho; 
more recently, they have been mak- 
ing their way across the Jordan to 
Amman and the Gulf States. 

Emigration from Jerusalem, 
whose population has always .been 
the best educated and most exposed 
to European influences, was to Am- 
man and London, a pattern which is 
maintained today. 


THE ARMENIAN community in 
Jerusalem, which in 1950 numbered 
some 17,000, is now down to 2,500, 
according to Albert Aghazarian, 
who teaches at Bir Zeit University. 

Migration from Gaza, particular- 
ly since 1948, has always been 
significantly less than from the West 
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Bank. Gazans are generally not as 
well educated, and have not come 
into as much contact with Euro- 
peans. In 1948 they became 
stateless persons, depending on 
reluctantly granted Egyptian papers 
if they needed to travel. The Jorda- 
nian annexation of the West Bank 
made movement far easier for those 
living there, even if they were 
refugees. 


ONCE ESTABLISHED, emigra- 
tion seems to develop a dynamic of 
its own. While the poverty and lack 
of physical safety that originally in- 
duced people to leave can be 
reversed, the ties of young people 


— particuiarly to the old country and 
its social patterns — are eroded by 
the stories, dreams and possibility of 
another future. 

The stability that accompanied 
the British occupation of Palestine 
from 1917 slowed, but did not halt, 
the flow of young men from Jaffa 
and Haifa. 

The Great Depression of the ‘30s 
saw emigration increase again, and 
although this was offset to some ex- 
tent by the expansion of the 
economy which Zionist investment 
brought with it, the establishment of 
industry, large-scale agriculture and 
growth of the British bases worked 
further to loosen the ties of young 
people to their villages. 

“In a conservative, patriarchal 
society the most significant move is 
from the village to the city, which 
breaks established ties,” noted a 
veteran scholar of the Palestinians. 
“There is no movement from village 
to village and in that setting 
Jerusalem is almost as far away as 
Baghdad for a resident of a small 
Palestinian village.” 

Abdel Khader el-Ismail, an elder- 
ly resident of Siiwad, recently told 
me that he used to work at the Haifa 
refineries prior to 1948, coming 
back to his village at first once a 
month and then eventually once 
every three months. 

A refugee from the Ramie area 
who now lives ir the Jelazoun camp 
recalls how labourers used to camp 
in the environs of the huge British 
base at Sarafand. 

The unrest which preceded and 
accompanied the birth of the Jewish 
state again saw an increase in 











emigration (as distinct from the un- 
olanned flight of refugees), par- 
icularly of the wealthier and better 
educated families. 

“Most researchers agree, however. 
‘hat the largest wave of emigration 
followed the Jordamian annexation 
of the West Bank in April 1950. For 
political reasons the Hashemite 
regime withheld funds for economic 
development from the West Bank 
and this, combined with the influx 
of refugees, produced severe un- 
employment which persisted until 
1967. A Jordanian census of 196! 
showed that 62,900 Jordanian 
ciuzens were abroad during that 
rear — $0,300 of them were from 
the West Bank. 

Many of the refugees were 
housed in camps surrounding the 
Christian towns in the West Bank 
and the composition of these towns 
hegan to change. Farah al-Aray says 
that 2,000 Moslem families have set- 
sled in his town of 6,000 since 1948; 
he anticipates that in 20 years they 
will comprise half its population. 


STUDIES produced by the Palesti- 
mans themselves indicate that 
287.000 people left the West Bank 
between 1948 and 1967. most of 
them opting for the East Bank of 
the Jordan and the Gulf States. 
Since they were rarely granted 
citizenship by the Arab states in 
which they worked, and because 
they had Jordamian passports, many 
eventually returned to Jordan “via 
the back door” as it were, thus 
boosting their numbers in that 
country. In 1952, Palestinians made 
up 31 percent of the Jordanian pop- 
ulation; today they comprise wel: 
yver 70 per cent and Amman is said 
to be 80 per cent Palestinian. 

The boom in the Israeli economy 
that followed the 1967 war slowed 
Palestinian emigration — not to be 
confused with the immediate flow 
of refugees prompted by the war — 
as industry and agriculture ab- 
sorbed the cheap and semi-skilled 
labour the Palestinians could offer. 

However, as the boom slowed, 

Citi ation (1gures again swung up- 
wards. Hussein's ruthless eradica- 
tion of tne PLO in his country dur- 
ing the “Black September” of 1970 
saw people leaving the West Bank 
for the U.S. and South Amenica via 
Lod Airport. 


Abdel Karim Semara, a 
sociologist who works as a journalist 
in East Jerusalem and who has 
made a study of the migration of his 
people, was told by travel agents in 
the capital that until 1973 almost 
9,000 people a year left the West 
Bank this way. 

As inflation and recession bit 
deeper into the Israel economy, and 
the economies of Jordan and the 
Gulf States began to enjoy the 
benefits of substantial oil revenues, 
emigration increased even more. 
The establishment and expansion of 
universities on the West Bank did 
no more than delay the emigration 
of young people who found on 
graduating that there were few op- 
portunities for academics in the ter- 
ritories. 


ANY DISCUSSION of emigration 
inevitably returns to the problem of 
defining when a person is an 
emigrant. Many of the young peo- 
ple who leave regard their absence 
as temporary and say they do not 
consider themselves emigrants. 

According to the military govern- 
ment, verv few of those who leave 
declare that they are emigrating 
permanently. Passport control of- 
ficials at the Allenby Bridge con- 
firm this, noting that must who do 
are women who have married 
citizens of other countries. 

The vast majority of people leave 
on exit visas — green cards issued 
by the military government. The 
green cards are valid for a max- 
imum period of 36 months, after 
which they have to be renewed 
either by relatives in the territories 
or, less commonly, at an Israeli con- 
sulate abroad. 

Males, particularly those between 
16 and 25, may not return during a 
period of six months, which may be 
extended. Military officials main- 
tain that this is designed to hinde; 
communications between the ter- 
rorist organizations and their 
operatives inside the territories. 


ATTEMPTING to arrive at some 
estimate of the extent of emigration 
from the territories, one is con- 
founded by the problems of defini- 
tion, the unsuitability of the 
available statistics and the political 
sensitivities of most of those who 
are able to provide information and 
interpretation. 
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Emigration from the West Bank 
during the Jordanian period was 
regarded, obviously as no more than 
internal migration of the Jordanian 
population. It has only been since 
the Israeli occupation in 1967 that 
the movement of people from the 
West Bank has taken on political 
overtones and popularly at least is 
often lumped together with the is- 
sue of the Palestinian refugees. 

Researchers resort to extrapola- 
tions based on the Jordanian census 
conducted during the Fifties and 
Sixties, the Israeli census conducted 
in the aftermath of the 1967 war, the 


movement of residents in and out of 


the country, and employment 
statistics. 

Dr. Abu Kishk, an Israel Arab 
and former employee of the 


Agriculture Ministry who has 


chosen to settle in the West Bank, 
says that in 1970, 89 per cent of the 


male population between 25 and 30 


were employed either locally or in- 
side Israel. In 1979 this figure drop- 
ped to 76 per cent. The only ex- 
planation that can be offered is 


emigration, he maintains. 
Others are far more lune st 
were in their place nor would |,” he 


Says, going on to estimate that, 


emigration from the area runs at 


over 30,000 per annum. “ 


Demographic experts at the 
Central Bureau of Statistics confirm 
that the West Bank loses a signifi- 
cant proportion but not all of its 
natural increase through emigra- 
tion. In 1978 for instance the pop- 
ulation of the West Bank was es- 
timated to be 681,200 on the basis of 
sophisticated demographic models 
and showed an increase of 10,300 
over the previous year. But 
recorded births during the same 
period were 20,500 indicating that 
more than 10,000 peopie had left 
the area. In general the government 
demographers find that these 
figures coincide closely with the 
gross indicators of emigration based 
on the’ movement of residents 





throught the bndges and other ports 
of the country. 

Military government officials 
confirm that there is emigration but 
are unable if not unwilling to say 
what its dimensions are. Last year 
alone 24,152 more people ieft the 
West Bank than entered it. And 
while this figure cannot be regarded 
as an accurate reflection of emigra- 
tion during that year, when com- 
pared with figures for previous 
years, it becomes clear that there 
has been a steady increase. In 1975, 
2,573 more people left the area and 
the average outflow for these past 
six years is 14,500 per year. 

During the same period, natural 
increase in the West Bank averaged 
above 30,000 per annum; and since 
1968 50,000 individuals have been 
allowed to enter the West Bank un- 
der the reunification of families ar- 
rangement. (Only 5,500 have been 
allowed into Gaza during the same 
period.) 

Emigration from the West Bank 
has traditionally been the business 
of young and generally single men. 
But according to al-Aray and several 
others, families are now also among 
those who pack up and leave. For 
instance, there are merchants who 
resent the gradually imposed Israeli 
taxation that is being extended to 
the territories. In Jericho alcne 
three relatively well-established 
husinessmen recently closed down 
their establishments and moved 
abroad. 


ZIONISM has always had a 
somewhat ambiguous attitude 
towards the question of Palestinian 
emigration, passively welcoming it 
as perhaps the only solution to the 
conflict between two peoples 
demanding the same land, while 
refraining (for both moral and 
pragmatic reasons) from actively 
pursuing it as a policy. a 

Even such humanist and socialist 
thinkers as Berl Katznelson con- 
cluded that coexistence was impos- 
sible and that in the long run an “ex- 
change of populations” was the only 
feasible solution. “Better a distant 
neighbour than an enemy close by, 
he wrote. 

Of course there were also streams 
of Zionist ideology like that of 
Hashomer Hatzair in the 1930s and 


Martin Buber’s Brit Shalom which 
favoured absolute parity between 
Arab and Jew in a bi-national state. 
But generally it seems it was more a 
case of “closing one’s eyes and hop- 
ing it (the problem] or they [the 
Arabs] would just go away.” 

Shortly after the Six Day War 
there was ad ent in the Prime 
Minister’s Office which established 
offices in Gaza and even in 
Nazareth to help local Arabs 
emigrate, says a former civil ser- 
vant. Several busioads of people 
from Gaza were turned back at the 
Allenby Bridge by the Jordanians, 
and the department was closed — 
apparently for fear of international 
repercussions. 


Since then, there have been per- 
sistent reports of private efforts by 
Israelis who have bought property 
from Palestinians and then helped 
them leave the country. a 

The most prominent case was 
that of Gad Greiver, the Gedera 
travel agent who claimed that he 
and a group of associates “had emp- 
tied six Arab villages in the West 
Bank and helped settle the inhabi- 
tants in Brazil."’ The claim was dis- 
missed by government spokesmen. 

A young student at Yeshivat Mer- 
caz Harav, the Gush Emunim 
spiritual centre in Jerusalem, 
recently told me that he and some 
friends had helped Arab families 
leave homes they had sold to Jews 
in the heart of the Moslem Quarter 
in the Old City. 

Sensitivity to the question of 
emigration has grown along with the 
development of Palestinian 
nationalism. Abu Kishk says that 
there is an increasingly negative 
image attaching to those who leave 
the area, “bui it does not have the 
traitorous connotations of the 
Hebrew term yerida.” Most people 

concur, noting that the economic 
factors that lie at the root of most 
emigration are just too real to be ig- 
nored. 

Nevertheless, a recent meeting of 
educators in the West Bank debated 
the issue of increasing funds for un- 
iversity education because 
“academic degrees are passports to 
emigration.” 


THE EMIGRANTS themselves 
also have an influence on those who 
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have remained behind. Every sum- 
mer thousands of visitors from the 
Middle East, Europe and the 
Americas visit relatives in the West 
Bank on three-month visitors’ per- 
mits. These people end up per- 
suading some of the native popula- 
tion to leave with them. And the 
practice of coming here to find a 
bride is still common, although with 
the rapid emancipation of Palesti- 
nian women “arranged marriages” 
are on the decline. 

Men with names like “Abu 


Carlos” and “Abu Juan” m Beit Jai- 
ia regret that their grandchildren do 
not speak Arabic: and in Beituniva 
and Dir Dibwan near Ramaiiah 
there are children from North 
Amenca who were sent here to 
study Arabic and absorb the history 
and customs of their people. 

Bir Zeit, imitating universities on 
the other side of the Green Line. 
encourages students to come from 
abroad for short programmes 
designed to enhance their 
awareness of their origins. 


APART FROM the host of obvious 
demographic implications, Palesti- 
nian emigration is also-developing 
significant political dimensions, not 
Only internationally but for those 
who remain behind as weil. 

The diminution of the Christian 
community (from 10 per cent in the 
‘60s to some 4 per cent today) with 
their prefessional, commercial and 
administrative skills, and the 
emigration of young graduates from 
the region's universities leave the 
West Bank poorer and lacking in 
the skills that even an 
“autonomous” region would need. 
Land ownership is changing and 
there is an accelerating flight of 
capital as businessmen seek greater 
profits elsewhere. 

The growth of a Palestinian 
diaspora in the Middle East and 
elsewhere has also had the paradox- 
ical effect of simultaneously 
weakening and strengthening the 
Palestinian national movement. 

The Palestinians and their skills 
comprise an essential element of the 
economies of many of the Guif 
States but they are resented as 
Strangers and regarded as a 
destabilizing factor. The salaries 
they carn are tapped for private and 








sublic projects in the terntories and 
-he other aspects of the “national 
struggie.” 

\t the same time their increasing 
wealth and the roots they establish 
— particularly in Central and South 
\merica — produce an “us and 
them” mentality. “Most of them 
yay no more than lip-service to the 
Palestinian cause,’ was the embit- 
tered observation of a local 
nationalist. They have also begun 
referring to themselves as “of 
Palestinian extraction and not 
Palestinians.” 

First and second generation 
Palestinians are rapidly becoming 
politically influential in their 
adopted homes. Many of the news- 
papers in the Arab world are 
staffed by Palestimian journalists. 

Palestinians publish rabidly anti- 
communist newspapers in Hon- 
duras, while the sons of Palestinian 
emigrants are to be found at the 
forefront of the communist backed 
revolutions in Nicaragua, El 
Salvador and the Dominican 
Republic. 

Politicians in the Central and 
South American states on which 
Israel counts in the hostile inter- 
ational arena have indicated to 
Israeli diplomats that they have to 
begin to take into account the feel- 
ings of local Palestinian com- 
munities. 

In many respects Palestinian 
emigration is a mirror image of 
Jewish migration and Israeli 
“yerida.”’ Whatever emerges on the 
other side of the Green Line — be it 
an independent state, part of a 
federated Jordan or a neverto-end 
autonomous part of Eretz Yisrael, 
the flight of the Christians and the 
emigration of the young and the 
skilled must remain a matter of con- 
cern to Israel. For coexistence, in 
the final analysis, depends on the 
quality of the people who desire 
it. oC 
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WEST BANK GRAPE INDUSTRY THREATENED 


Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 11-17 Oct 81 p 10 


[Article by Awad Abdel Fattah] 


{Text } 
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planation was that the approp- 
riation was intended to reduce 


and prevent “smuggling” of fruit 
from the occupied territories 
into areas within the “Green 
Line."” During the summer sea 
son, farmers and merchants 


ties to transport goods into 
Israeli marketa As a rewuit, Is- 
raeli farmers claimed, great 
surpluses of fruits caused losses 
of millions of shekels to them. 
Since then, the Palestinian far- 
mers, especially those of Heb- 
ron, have been forced to send 
their grapes to Jordan, to the 
Ramallah wine-factory and to 
the central Nablus market. Prices 
plummeted, the highest price 
being not more than IS 3 per 
kilo 

Before 1967, the grape 
producers of the occupied terri- 
tories exported their grapes to 
Jordan and to other Arab states. 
Because of the Gulf war, Iraq 
is not taking grapes now, and 
Jordan which has developed its 
own industry, aleo wants to 
protect its own market. Now 
Jordan is «a transit station 
through which Palestinians ex- 
port thetr grapes to Saudi Arabia 
and the Gulf. 

Direct Action 


ISRAEL 


erected road biocks at Israel’s 
borders and turned back Arab 
trucks. Some drivers were told 
that if they returned the vigi- 
lantes would pour gasoline over 
their goods Abdel Rahman 
Sultor, one of the biggest 
faxymers in Hebron, was told, at 
a kibbutz roadblock near Ramie, 
that they would set his truck on 
fire if he came back. 


only just covers costs. In Israel 
today’s price is around IS 9-10 
per kilo. 


Abdel Hamed from Heb- 
ron told A/ Fajr that he is going 
to lose thousands of dinars 
this year. Mahmoud Jaber, 
another ‘armer, has been offered 
JD 25.000 for his crop. Before 
the military ban he was negotiat- 
ing a price of JD 44,000. 





As 1 solution to the 
crisis ‘armers are producing 
much more Jibs (grape molasses) 
— a ‘raditional ,but not yet uni- 
versally available, sweet. Ramal- 
lah’; wine industry cannot ab- 


sorb much more of the grapes 
than they already do. 


While no producer talks of 
a ‘“death-blow” to the industry, 
the latest Israeli move, coming 
in the contect of increasing 
manipulation of the occupied 
territories market must make 
many producers think seriously 
before investing in next year’s 
production costs. Badran Jaber, 
a house-arrestee who works as & 
correspondent for PPS as well 
as growing grapes, told A! Fajr 
that an “independent market 
under an independent autho- 
ritv” is the only long-term solu- 
tion. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


YAMIT EVACUATION--In a ministerial consultation chaired by the prime minister 

it was agreed that the evacuation of the Yamit strip would take place close 

to the transfer of the area to Egypt in April 1982. Our political correspondent 
reports that this was proposed by Defense Minister Ari'el Sharon and the 
proposal was adopted by the prime minister and his fellow ministers. In the 
meeting, Deputy Prime Minister Simha Ehrlich said that the government should 

not try to take over one building after the other in the Yamit strip and reach 

a situation where fighting takes place over one house and another, as was the 
case in the battle over Leningrad in World War II, as Ehrlich phrased it. 

It is better to hold off the evaluation until the area is handed over to Egypt 


and then to conduct a one-time evacuation. [Text] [TA290533 Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in Hebrew 0500 GMT 29 Oct 81] 


DRUCKMAN RESIGNAT ION--The deputy religious affairs minister, Hayim Druckman, 
this evening sent a letter of resignation to religious affairs minister, 

Dr Burg. Our party affairs correspondent Amnon Nadav notes that this in fact 
puts an end to the recent efforts made by faction leaders in the NRP to find 
a compromise to prevent the resignation. [Excerpt] [TA291801 Jerusalem 
Domestic Service in Hebrew 1700 GMT 29 Oct 81] 


ABNA'-AL-BALAD ORGANIZES CAMP--Abna al-Balad in Lydda announced this week that 

they will be organising the town's first voluntary work camp between September 24 
and 29. During the camp volunteers will clean up Lydda's Christian cemetery, 

clean and fence the Moslems’ cemetery, and fence one of the town's shrines. 

Shrines commemorating wilis (holy men) have been destroyed by the "Lod (the He- 
brew name for Lydda) and Ramle Development Company." Although court ordered the 
company to rebuild the shrine, nothing has been done abcut it. Ina leaflet 
announcing the camp Abna‘al Balad pointed out that there are many other projects 
which need to be tackled in the town. They wrote that although the Christian ceme- 
tery has been partially cleared, there are still many things to do. The Moslem's 
cemetery, the leaflet said, has almost become a dump. In announcing the camp 
Abna'al Balad said that it will be the first step towards developing the town. They 
are quick to point out that they don't mean the same kind of development as the 
Development Company who, say representatives of the movement, "have concentrated 
on erasing any evidence on Arab presence in the town." Muhammed Burghal, secre- 
tary of Abna'al Balad in Lydda, told AL FAJR, that they will welcome volunteers 
from other parts of Palestine or abroad and will need about 300 to complete the 
projects. [Text] [Jerusalem AL-FAJR in English 13-19 Sep 81 p 5] 
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NEW SOLEL BONE AFFILIATES--Beersheba (Itim) .--The Histadrut-owned Solel Boneh build- 
ing company is due to open an office in Egypt. The Egyptian government has already 
authorized “he operations of the Egyptian Solel Boneh affiliate, company managers 
said in a recent meeting in Arad. Solel Boneh is also due to form another affi- 
liate company in Nigeria. The foreign operations branch of Solel Boneh now has a 
turnover of $550 million a year and operates in 14 countries. [Text] [Jerusalem 
THE JERUSALEM POST in English 6 Oct 81 p 2] 


LABOR PARTY BUREAU ELECTIONS--For the first time since the establishment of the 
state, two members of the minorities have been elected to the Labor Party's 
bureau. In last night's elections in Nazareth for the Arab district of the 
party, Shawqi Khuri, head of the Fassuta Local Council, was chosen. [fn 
Nahariya, where elections were held for the Druze District, Yusif (Qara) 

of Daliyat al-Karmel was elected. The head of the party's Arab department, 
Ra'anan Kohen, said that Jamil (Shalhouf) of Haifa would be co-opted to the 
party's internal court, and that from now on Arabs and Druze would be elected 
to all labour's governing bodies. [Text] [TA290722 Jerusalem POST in English 

29 Oct 81 p 2) 


HOUSING MINISTRY TO E. JERUSALEM--The offices of the Housing Ministry are 
expected to be moved to new premises in East Jerusalem within a month. A 

QOL YISRA'EL reporter says that other cabinet ministers have expressed the 

wish to transfer their ministries to the new complex, including the ministers 

of energy, industry and commerce and Ya'aqov Meridor, who is in charge of the 
economic ministries. At present, only minister without portfolio Yitzhaq Moda'i 
has taken up office in East Jerusalem. [Text] [TA281859 Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in English 1800 GMT 28 Oct 81] 


ELECTRIC GRID--The municipality yesterday condemned what it called the pressure 
put on West Bank villages by the military government to refrain from joining 
the electric grid sponsored by the municipality. The large generator bought by 
the municipality with aid from external Arab sources has been competing lately 
with the Israeli grid, which supplies most of the West Bank. Several villages 
in the Nabulus area have recently hooked up to the Nabulus grid. The competing 
grid reportedly was established to prevent villages from being dependent on 
Israeli supplied electricity. [Text] [TA290721 Jerusalem POST in English 

29 Oct 81 p 3] 
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CROWN PRINCE EXPLAINS HUSAYN'S PEACE PLAN 
London 8 DAYS in English No 39, 3 Oct 81 pp 3-5 


[Article by John Leroux: 


[Text ] 


‘WITH POLARISATION, the identity of 


the Middle East is at stake. But we must. 


absolutely preserve that identity by trying 
to restore a full consensus at the November 
Arab summit in Morocco.’ 

Coming from such a moderate and pro- 
western Arab leader as Jordan's 34-year- 
old Crown Prince Hassan, King Hussein's 
brother and economic supremo, those 
words show the depth of Arab resentment 
over the new US-Israeli strategic coopera- 
tion. And strong hints last week that Saudi 
Arabia was resisting fresh US attempts to 
win Riyadh’s commitment to a military 
agrecment, in order to ease the safe passage 
of the Awacs deal through Congress, only 
added to the growing strain. 

There are now 45,000 Americans in 
Saudi Arabia — as many as lived in Iran 
under the Shah but this time among a popu- 
lation only one-seventh the size. The figure 
includes 1,000 military advisers. 

‘With the Baghdad pact and Cento 
experiences behind us, there is a sense of 
deja vu. Why should we re-invite the same 
concept again? It will fail for the third time, 
Crown Prince Hassan told 8 Days in an 
exclusive interview in Amman. (The Bagh- 
dad Pact was signed in 1955 between Iraq, 
Iran, Turkey, Pakistan, the US and Great 
Britain. After Iraq withdrew in 1959, it was 
replaced by the Central Treaty Organisa- 
tion (Cento), which remained in existence 
until 1979.) 

Indeed, ‘polarisation’ is not merely a dip- 
lomatic choice of words to rebuff the 
American sidetracking of the central issue 
of Palestine, but helps to underscore the 
mounting fear of a final fragmenting of the 
Arab world following the Isracli-Egyptian 
peace treaty. 


"Hassan's New Peace Plan"] 





PME concern is underlined by the debate 
now going On within the PLO. On one side 
stand the hard line militant organisations 
which are adamantly against any call for 
Arab solidarity. For instance, Ali Eshak, 
spokesman for the Palestine Liberation 
Front (PLF), told 8 Days in Beirut: *We 
favour a sorting-out process at this stage, an 
operation by which the US pressure will 
eventually force everyone to take a clear- 
cut side.’ Reflecting the way thoughts are 
turning among members of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine 


(PFLP), the left wing of the PLO, Eshak 
added that his group is ‘calling instead for a 
material alliance with the socialist bloc.’ 
‘For instance,” said Eshak, ‘Syria has not yet 
taken a clear position against a complete 
American scttlement plan, but we hope that 
this process of polarisation will help 
Damascus to take that decision.’ This was a 
clear reference to current strains in 
Palestinian-Syrian relations in Lebanon. 

Yet Al Fatah thinks otherwise. As a top- 
level official put it to 8 Days: ‘Why should 
we sanction a polarisation process? It's 
much better keeping Saudi Arabia in the 
hot seat to work for us. Whatever might be 
said about the kingdom, it does carry 
increasing weight both in regional and 
internaiional diplomacy. This is why we 
didn’t denounce Crown Prince Fahd's 
peace plan when it was announced in 
August. Sure, the plan doesn’t even meet 
Our minimum goals, but it would have been 
reckless to say no and antagonise the whole 
of Saudi Arabia. 

‘The US-Israeli strategic cooperation 
doesn't really affect the regional military 
balance as such,’ added the spokesman. ‘Its 
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significance is really two-fold. On the one — -To the Arab public, says the crown 
hand, it shatters the illusion nourished by prince, ‘the only other power that can 
the so-called moderate states that a distinc- counter-balance such an Israeli-perceived 
tion should be drawn bety cen America: Western/Israeli axis is. ominously. the 


ee ee ee 


and Israeli foreign policies. In the wake OB '§oyiet Union.’ 


the Israeli raid on Iraq's nuclear reactors in 
June, it has become clear that both are inti- 
mately linked’ 

But the other far-reaching aspect — 
which transcends the imminent Israeli inva- 
sion of South Lebanon in the view of the 
spokesman is that Palestinians and the 
frontline states have ceased to be the exclu- 
sive targets for Israel. “Now everybody is in 
the same boat, he feels. “This is why Sheikh 
Zayed, president of the United Arab Emi- 
rates, iS alicady committed to set up dip- 
lomatic relations with Moscow — he told us 
so -— while the ruler of Kuwait, Sheikh 
Jaber, embarked on a tour of Bulgaria, 
Romania and Hungary last month~ 

Crown Prince Hassan shares a similar 
view. “The US-Israchi agreement ts not a 
question of Isracl saying to the West: “I 
want to be deputy sheriff.” Instead, what 
the present Israc!) leadership wants ts to 
further ity ends by using violence. The 
whole idea back in the US may be to contain 
Isracl by using its military capability for the 
western nations’ end. But it would be 
highly dangerous, Hassan continued, ‘to 
see the West withdraw from the area in 
favour of Israel with the latter's continued 
pohey of violence, which only serves ‘9 
force greater radicalism. Look at the recent 
trilatcral treaty signed between South 
Yemen. Ethiopia and Libya. The competi- 
tion between Fastand West is already in the 
making. 

Plans for strategie cooperation between 


se and America didn't really come as a 
urprise to Hassan. Since April, he has been 
carefully studying the proposal for a new 
Isracli national security package as outlined 
by a number of sources, including Shai 
Feldman, a researcher associated with the 
Tel Aviv University Centre for Strategic 
Studies. The package offered four elements 
to ‘compensate’ Israel for a withdrawal 
from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip: "A 
new role for Israel in the western alliance 
system, security arrangements in the West 
Bank for the post-withdrawal era, an inter- 
national economic effort to maximise both 
West Bank economic development and its 
interdependence with the economies of 
Isracl and the more pro-western Arab 
states, and an explicit nuclear deterrence 
posture. 
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What Jordan suggests the Arab leaders 
should adopt is a five-point approach 
framed last April by King Hussein for con- 
sideration at the forthcoming Arab Sum- 
mit: 

@ The Gulf will be declared a ‘neutral 
zone’ by the superpowers, with iron-clad 
guarantees of non-interference 

@ The defence of the Gulf will be Icft to 
the states of the region. This will not only 
avoid polarisation of the region into hostile 
camps or blocs, but will discourage surro- 
gates of the superpowers from ‘qucering the 
pitch’, as it were 

@The Gulf states, in their turn, will 
guarantee an uninterrupted oil supply to all 
customers 

@To avoid the possibility of an oil 
embargo or the use of oil as a strategic 
economic weapon, the superpowers — and 
particularly the US — will concentrate their 
undoubted power and influence to ensure 


an early and honourable settlement of the 
Palestine problem ; 
@ Finally, the Gulf states should be 
encouraged to join a collective security 
arrangement which would call for assistance 
from a super or ‘medium’ power, if the need 
SO arose. 

Crown Prince Hassan feels that a solution 
to the Palestine problem, which could lead 
to Gulf cooperation with the West in ensur- 
ing the safety of the oilfields and of the sea 
passage from and to the Gulf. could be 
achieved by reconvening a Geneva-type 
conferen.. with Palestinian participation, 
by formally ending the Camp David process 
in April 1982 with the Israeii evacuation of 
the Sinai, by curtailing the superpowers 
arms race and by helping Washington to 
bridge a ‘widening credibility gap. 
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LIBYA, LEBANON FRONT RAPPROCHEMENT DISCUSSED 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 10 Oct 81 pp 9-10 


[Text] Last Saturday, prominent leaders of the Lebanese Front alliance attended 
an evening of songs, dances and poetry--a cultural soirée--at the theatre of the 
Casino du Liban, in Maameltein, near Jounieh. The event in itself would have 
hardly been worth mentioning in the press--except in the social pages--had the 
group which performed not been Libyan. 


The event made headlines and front pages and prompted Lebanese Front president Ca- 
mille Chamoun, who attended the evening along with Lebanese Forces’ commander 
Bechir Gemayel, to declare that no political conclusions were to be drawn from the 
fact. 


But political conclusions were drawn and the main one was that to put a Libyan team 
on stage in a region under Lebanese Front control must have taken quite a lot of 
behind-the-scenes efforts and talks. 


It all started over a month ago, when Libyan leader Colonel Moammar Qadhafi an- 
nounced that he had an initiative for the settlement of the Lebanese crisis. Where- 
upon the Lebanese Front invited him to come and see for himself the reality of the 
Lebanese situation. 


Contacts between the two sides were conducted through the Libyan representative 
in Beirut, Abdel Kader Ghougqa. 


Questions were bound to be raised for Libya is an ally of Syria and also a member 
of the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front which is headed by Syria. For this 
reason, observers stated that the Libyan intervention on the Lebanese scene must 
necessarily have taken place in coordination with Syria. 


The contacts between the Lebanese Front and Libya were a source of concern, how- 
ever, to the members of the quadripartite Arab Follow-up Committee particularly 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. They wondered whether the Libyan move was not the prelude 
to a freezing of the AFC. 


Indirect contacts between Libya and the Lebanese Front began several months ago 
but it was not until Libyan leader Colonel Moammar Qadhafi's recent visit to 
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Damascus that the contacts took a more serious turn. Observers believe the Libyan 
leader explained what he had in mind for Lebanon to Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad and received the latter's approval. 


Since that visit, the Libyan representative to Beirut, Mr Ghouqga has met with 
Lebanese Forces commander Bechir Gemayel three times and with Lebanese Front presi- 
dent Camille Chamoun two times. Talks centered on the Libyan initiative for Leba- 
non whose details have remained undisclosed. 


If certain sides fear that the Libyan initiative may come at the expense of the 
other Arab efforts that are being done for the settlement of the Lebanese crisis, 
other sides believe there are no grounds for such fears, for the following reasons: 


1) the fact that before establishing contacts with Libya, the Lebanese Front had 
first consulted the other main sides concerned with the situation in Lebanon. 

On the other hand, contacts between the Front and Libya help settle the thorny is- 
sue of collaboration with Israel. 


2) the fact that the Lebanese Front has clearly asserted that if any direct con- 
tacts and relations are to be established with any exterior side, it will insist 
the Lebanese State be a partner in the matter so that it may reap the benefits. 


3) the fact that there is hardly any hope of success for any unilateral and in- 
dividual initiate in Lebanon, Libyan or otherwise. 
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ARCHBISHOP KHOURI SCORES HADDAD, PRAISES PALESTINIANS 


London 8 DAYS in English No 39, 3 Oct 81 p 21 


[Article by Philip Marflett: 


[Text ] 


BULOS KHOURI, Greek Orthodox arch- 
bishop of all South Lebanon, is a leading 
representative of Lebanon's 500,000- 
strong Catholic and Orthodox Christian 
communities and an outspoken critic of 
both the Lebanese right and Israel. As 
Israeli planes again attacked the port city of 
Sidon, Archbishop Khouri explained the 
ideas which have made him a controversial 
figure in Lebanon. 

‘Much of my see is now under the control 
of Saad Haddad. But thousands have ieft 
“his” area, and now like me they live in 
self-imposed exile. | would not dissuade any 
of them from following my example. I chose 
this kind of life because I am against fasc- 
ism. 

‘Haddad likes to pretend that he repres- 
ents us Christians in the south of Lebanon, 
but nothing is further from the truth. He 
represents only Israel — which has given 
him guns and money. ] do not intend by my 
presence in** his” area to give any credibility 
at all to the idea that he is a “Christian 
leader’. I refuse to help this man to appear 
legitimate. 

‘The capital of my see was Marjayoun. 
Now it is Haddad’s capital. But great num- 
bers of us have left, «nd now we live in 
places like Sidon. It is true that we live like 
paupers, but better to do this than live 
under Israel's control and allow ourselves to 
be the instrument of Begin. 

‘As part of our protest I have withdrawn 
all but two of our priests from Marjayoun. 
Those remain only to christen the children 
and to officiate at weddings and burials. 


"Lebanon's Bishop Hits at Haddad"] 


Our whole administration has been trans- 
ferred here.’ 

Khouri is 85 years old, and carries all the 
authority of the patriarch. But he speaks of 
earthly matters in an intensely informed 
and passionate way. ‘As long ago as 1919 I 
preached my first sermon calling for all 
Arabs to unite against zionism. Not because 
I have any feelings against Jewish people, 
but because this zionist movement was 
always connected with the interests of the 
powerful countries of the West. It has never 
been in the interests of the Arab people. 

‘Iam sorry to have totell you that even 60 
years ago I was right. Talking to Israel today 


is quite useless. I admire the determination 
of the Palestinians — without their intrans- 
igence all the Arab states would be {kneeling 
before Israel. And to kneel and pray is not 
enough. 

‘This may surprise you — because I am an 
old man and an archbishop — but I must tell 
you that it is necessary always to struggle.’ 

With his support for the Palestinians and 
for the overwhelmingly-Muslim Lebanese 
National Movement, Khouri has become an 
enormously popular figure in Sidon. He 
delighted a demonstration in the city by 
announcing that ‘Christians are Palesti- 
nians. He explains that all Christians 
should support the Palestinian cause 
because the Palestinians have led the fight 
against a regime in Israel which he believes 
to be ‘fundamentally evil’. 

‘After a lifetime of watching events I am 
brought to the conclusion that the inten- 
tions of the western countries — especially 
the United States — are quite cynical. They 
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want power in the area, they want oil, and 
damn those of us who get in the way. 
‘The Americans and their friends in Israc} 
also think that we are fools. How dare Philip 
Habib ask the Syrians to withdraw their 
missiles from Bekaa? Israel bombs and 


attacks us and then asks us to step aside so 
that they may strike at us again! 

‘Meanwhile, for six years now we have 
been refugees and no-one has cared. Every 
time that Israel attacks, more are made 
homeless. Philip Habib is still hurrying from 
one capital to another, but I have not 
noticed him coming to see us. 

‘The world should know that we Christ- 
ians are not all black reactionaries, and we 
are not friends of Israel. This is certainly 
truc of my congregation — we would have 
Stayed in Marjayoun if we supported Begin 
and Haddad. It is also true -- though they 
are afraid to say it — that many of the 
Maromte church are as frghtcned of 
Gemayel's fascist movement as they are of 
the devil. 

‘In April, Begin said that he supported 
the Kataeb, and that he even thought about 
invading Lebanon “to save the Christians”. 
He does not protect the Christians. Too 
many Christian houses have been des- 
troyed. 

‘Christians are not all fnends of Istact. 
There tsa great shame among many Christ- 
tans that we are identified with Isracl. We 
did not ask for Begin’s help, and we reject 
the hand he “offers” us. 
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MEA FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES DISCUSSED 


London 8 DAYS in English No 39, 8 Oct 81 p 37 


[Article: 


{Text } 


CSO: 


MIDDLE EAST AIRLINES, Lebanon's 
flag carrier and a surviving national symbol 
of success, has been severely affected by the 
violence and bouts of fighting that have 
beset the country since April. 

Passenger traffic on MEA, the largest 
employer outside the public sector. has fal- 
len by an average of some 32 per cent in the 
seven months to July compared with the 
same period of 1980. The company has 
estimated monthly losses at Lil2m 
($2.5m). Asaad Nasr, the company’s 
chairman, pointed out that there are some 
rescrves, amassed in more profitable ycars, 
but has also warned that these are limited. 
Losses for 1981 are expected to go up to 
L£71m ($15m). 

Employees have already been asked to 
forgo their annual bonus of one month's 
pay. Nasr and other MEA representatives 
have repeatedly said that the option of lay- 
ing off a large part of the airline's 5,000 or 
so staff would be considered if the govern- 
ment did not come to its rescue. 

Selim Salam, the managing director, has 
said MEA was trying to raise a L£50m 
($10.6m) soft loan to use in the next three 
years. The Lebanese government has indi- 
cated that it was willing to provide funds, 
but airline officials claim that diplomatic 
lobbying is what is needed. 

Both Nasr and Salam believe that MEA’s 
salvation lies in expanding its existing 
routes to create more work for its qualified 
crews. Expansion plans include new ser- 
vices to New York, via Paris and to the Far 
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"Fighting Hits MEA Traffic") 


East. Salam says that both should start by 
the end of 1981. However, MEA's flights to 
the UK have been reduced from 14 to seven 
and a further reduction to four flights is 
feared. 

Following the fighting in 1975-1976, the 
airline's problems were solved by the leas- 
ing of three of its Boeing 747s to Saudia 
Airlines. The three-year lease which 
expired last May covered the airline's 
salaries and provided work for MEA crews, 
giving the company time to reassemble its 
potential after the civil war. 

It is those three aircraft, said to be MEA's 
most fuel-efficient, which are envisioned 
for use on new routes. A decision to pur- 
chase five wide-bodied European- 
manufactured A310 Airbuses at $350m has 
been postponed. The final signing of the 
contract, initialled last November, has been 
deferred until the board of directors meets 
on 25 September. 

The rise in the value of the US dollar from 
L£3.50 to close to L£4.77 last month, 
together with MEA’s other budgetary dif- 
ficulties have forced the delay. 
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DRAFT BUDGET FOR 1982 APPROVED 


LEBANON 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 26 Oct 81 pp 4-5 


[Text ] 


Lebsnons Council of Ministers has approved the draft 
budget for the fiscal year 1982. Total allocations under 
the draft bill, as yet unratified by the country’s uni- 
cameral parliament, amount to LL 7.154 billion ($1 = 
LL 4.51), of which LL 5.945 billion are fur the state 
budyet and the rest for supplementary budgets, namely 
the Grain and Sugar Bect Bureau, the National Lottery, 
and the General Directorate for Posts, Telegraph and 
Telephone. 

Allocations are broken down into three categories: 
recurrent expenditure, which amounts to LL 4.134 
million, compared to LL 3.393 million under this 
years budget; short-term investment and cquipment 
expenditure (under section 2-a), which amounts to 
LL 1.276 billion compared to LL 1.095 million under 
this year’s budget; and long-term development ex pen- 
diture (under section 2-b) of LL $34.3 million. Under 
this year’s budget, no allocations were made for deve- 
lopment expenditure, but disbursements on such pro- 
jects were made in the course of the fiscal year. 

Major allocations will go to defence in line with 
the state’s efforts to re-requip the army. These amount 
to LL 1.245 billion. Under this year’s budget, allocations 
for the Defence Ministry totalled LL 1.058 billion. 
Education will also receive a sizeable allocation of 
11. 1.003 billion, as against LL 712.087 million this 
year. Transport and public works are to get LL 981.171 
million compared to LL 489.075 million this year. 

Receipts from direct taxes are estimated at LL 1.196 
billion, while indirect taxes will bring in revenues of 
LL 726.7 million. Revenue from state property and 
investments are projected at only LL 23 million, while 
miscellaneous revenues are expected to reach LL 1.078 
billion. 


The state’s lack of control over many revenue- 
generating sectors will this year again force the govern- 
ment to resort to borrowing to bridge a projected 
deficit of LL 2.921 billion, a figure which represents 
extraordinary credits still to be arranged. This covers the 
settlement of LL 481.72 million in outstanding debts 
carried forward from this year’s budget. 
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Allocations Under the State Budget 














For 1982 (in Lebanese Pounds) 
Part I Part Il (A) Part Ii (B) Total 
Presidency of the Republic 2,828,800 175,000 - 3,003,800 
Parliament 23,047,400 80,000 _ 23,127,400 
Premiership 118,451,800 12,875,000 ~ 131,226,800 
Ministry of Justice 52,241,800 - ~ 52,241,800 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 84,463,700 _ _ 84,463,700 | 
Ministry of Interior 266,491,200 46,275,000 50,000,000 362,766,200 
Ministry of Finance 82,774,600 4,870,000 _ 87,644,600 
Ministry of Defence 769,014,500 391,700,000 85,000,000 1,245,714,500 
Ministry of Education and Fine Arts 931,131,600 11,025,000 61,000,000 1,003 ,156,600 
Ministry of Public Health 176,283,100 15,645 ,000 _ 191,928,100 
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 95,676,400 49,962,000 - 145,638,400 
Ministry of Information 28,792,300 1,000,000 20,000,000 49.792.300 
Ministry of Public Works and 
Communication 71,726,700 . 591,100,000 318,345,000 981,171,700 
Ministry of Agriculure 16,692,400 52,771,000 - 69,463,400 
Ministry of Economy and Trade 147,258,000 155,000 - 147,413,000 
Ministry of Posts, Telegraph and 
Telephone 34,787,200 1,450,000 - 36,237,200 
Ministry of Water and Electric Power 12,589,500 81,512,000 - 95,101,500 
Ministry of Tourism 33,293,300 12,302,500 — 45,595,800 
Ministry of Industry and Oil 3,053,700 665,000 - 3,718,700 
Ministry of Housing and Cooperations 6,383,500 1,887,500 - 8,271,000 
Loans Outstanding 48 1,728.000 — — 481,728,000 
Budgetary Reserves 695,495,500 _ - 695,495,500 
Total 4,134,205,000 1,276 ,450,000 5 343 450,000 5.945,000,000 
Projected State Revenue Under the 1982 Draft Budget (In Lebanese Pounds) 
Part I Part 0 Total 
First section: 
Part | 
Direct Taxes and other Duties: 1.196.100,000 - 1,196,100.000 
Second section 
Indirect Taxes and Duties: 726,700,000 - 726,700,000 
Third section: 
Revenue from State Property and 
Invest ments: 23,000.000 ~ 23,000,000 
Fourth section: 
Other Receipts: 1,078.200,000 - 1,.078,200,000 
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Pitth section: 
Drawings on Reserves 


Part Il 


Extraordinary Revenues 


Total Revenue 





n.a. 


3,024,000,000 


2,921,000,000 


2,921 ,000.000 


n.a. 


2,92 1,000,000 
5 945,000,000 
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BRIEFS 


FUEL PRICES RISE--The price of fuel in Lebanon rose steeply last week as increases 
of between 36 and 100 per cent went into effect. New prices announced by Industry 
and Petroleum Minister Mohammed Youssef Beydoun on October 17 sent shock waves 
through the Lebanese economy. Fuel prices had for long been kept abnormally low 
by government subsidies which have led to a massive deficit for the country's 
autonomous fuel office. This had been due to reach LL 1.8 billion (about $400 
million) by the end of this year. Although the precise timing of the increases 
came as a surprise to some, it was hardly an unexpected move. Low fuel prices, 
while they have helped keep down the cost of living index, were becoming an in- 
tolerable burden for Lebanon's depleted exchequer and had led to widespread abuses. 
According to one estimate, up to 20 per cent of the fuel imported into Lebanon 

has been smuggled out of the country to take advantage of the higher prices preva- 
lent in neighbouring states. Prices have increased as follows: gasolene by 36.4 
per cent; household kerosene by 100 per cent; heating oil by 57.2 per cent, fuel 
oil by 77 per cent; jet fuel by 90.3 per cent. These increases will hit everyone 
in Lebanon, from consumers of local produce to manufacturers. Next week, AN-NAHAR 
ARAB REPORT & MEMO will examine one important aspect of the price increases in an 
interview with George Carayan, Industrial Advisor to Middle East Airlines’ Chair- 
man Asad Nasr, concerning the import of the new fuel costs on operations by MEA, 
an airline already badly hit by financial losses. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB RE- 
PORT & MEMO in English 26 Oct 81 p 5] 


FRUIT EXPORTS DECREASE--Lebanon exported a total of 172,520 tons of fruit in the 
first six months of this year, compared with a total of 188,168 tons in the corres- 
ponding period last year; a fall of 8.3 per cent, according to statistics released 
by the Lebanese Fruit Bureau. Syria, which has for many years topped the list of 
customers for Lebanese fruit, accounted for almost 50 per cent of total exports. 
The Lebanese Fruit Bureau figures show that 91 per cent of Lebanon's fruit exports 
go to five Arab countries. In the first six months of this year, Syria took 84,662 
tons, Saudi Arabia 39,074 tons, Kuwait 19,980 tons, Iraq 8,017 tons and Jordan 
5,038 tons. Apples and citrus fruit are the main fruits exported by Lebanon. 
[Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 26 Oct 81 p 5] 
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BRIEFS 


DROUGHT REMEDIES SOUGHT--As part of the efforts to end the drought crisis in the 
Azki district and help the inhabitants to overcome the crisis, the government 
provided one-quarter of a million riyals in order to repair aqueducts and a number 
of wells in the district. This is what Shaykh Abdallah Bin Khalfan al-Siyadi, 

the governor of Azki, stated in an interview with ‘UMAN. His excellency said 

that 76,450 riyals were earmarked to repair the aqueducts on which the district 
depends for agricultural irrigation. He indicated that restoration includes 
removal of deposits from the springs and rebuilding of canals used in water 
distribution. He also said that the restoration process will alleviate the 
acuteness of the crisis from which the inhabitants suffer. Concerning the general 
growth witnessed in the district, he said that Azki district, like other districts, 
has received its share of numerous services. The governor said that the beginning 
of school and the return of students to their classes was a welcome sight and 
contributed to the revival of activities in the district. He also said that the 
government's assistance to the inhabitants contributed to a large extent to the 
development of the district. It also leads to new housing developments which made 
the urban areas much larger. [Text] [Muscat "UMAN in Arabic 21 Sep 81 p 3] 

9786 


PORT IMPROVEMENTS UNDERWAY--'UMAN's learned from official sources at the depart- 
ment of port services that work on container loading facility is progressing, 

and the station is expected to be in operation next November. The same sources 
added that once work is completed at the station, the port will see considerable 
char.. in efficiency and capacity to receive ocean liners carrying containers. 
Upon touring the port's anchorages, which were packed with huge ships, the reporter 
noticed the absence of piled goods, a reflection of efficiency in loading and 
unloading. She also noticed the presence of a huge ocean liner by the name 
(Wiskendre Beni") carrying approximately 1,442 containers. When questioned about 
the liner in the port, the official sources said that for the first time since 
its construction, the port receives this kind of vessel which is 745 feet long, 
31.5 feet deep, weighs 26,757 tons, and carries 1,442 containers. The official 
sources stated that the port will be receiving similar ships once work on the 
container loading facilities has been completed. Then they added that the 
officials of the company owning the above mentioned liner expressed their 
admiration for port efficiency and praised the available services. The develop- 
ments in the port will help stimulate trade. [Text] [Muscat ‘"UMAN in Arabic 

6 Sep 81 p 3] 9786 











FERTILIZER MANUFACTURING FACILITY--Preparations are underway to found the first 
Jordanian corporation in Amman for manufacturing organic and chemical fertilizers. 
His excellency Muhammad al-Zubayr, minister of trade and industry issued a 
decision regarding the founding of that corporation. His action is a part of the 
ministry's plan to carry out important industrial projects. The corporation will 
build, operate, and administer a project for making organic and chemical 
fertilizers from garbage, wastes, and other chemicals which are necessary for 
fertilizer production, and undertaking all the work related to that industry 
including the import of raw materials, tools, equipment, machines. It will also 
undertake the activities of trade agencies which are related to the activities of 
the corporation. The corporation capital has been set at one million Omani riyals. 
This capital is divided into 100,000 shares at a value of 10 riyals each. Sub- 
scription is taking place and will be in effect until the end of this month 
(September). All the corporation shares are nominal. Its ownership is limited to 
Omani citizens and companies that are wholly owned by Omanis. Non-Omanis cannot 
own shares either in their names or through Omani citizens. The corporation 
headquarters will be in Muscat, and may be transferred to any other place in the 
sultanate. The board of directors may establish branches or representatives or 
proxies in any place in the country or abroad. It is expected that the corporation 
will start manufacturing organic and chemical fertilizers within 18 months from 
the end of this month, right after the subscription procedure is over and after 
the charter of the corporation has been approved. [Text] [Muscat ‘UMAN in 

Arabic 15 Sep 81 p 3] 9786 
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SYRIA 


PROGRESS ON KABIR AL-SHIMALI DAM NOTED 
Damascus SYRIA TIMES in English 10 Sep 81 p 2 


(Text ] DAMASCUS. (ST) — The networks for recisimed lands. 


Director-General of the General which will be cultiyated with fruit 
Establishment of Major Projects trees and vegetables. it will also 
(GEMP). Mr. Adnan Ibrahim, paid supply water to 34 villages having 
a visit to the Kabeer al-Shimali 40.000 inhabitants. 

river Dam, nogtheast Lattakia The 

recently. The project is for the second most important in 
irrigating 14.000 hectares around Svria. after that of the Euphrates. 
Lattakia. providing drinking water started in 1978, and is expected to 
and preventing foods. be completed by the end of 1984. 


The main part of the project. the he 9 kilometres long. The dam’s 
dehydration of its bed has been area is I! square kilometres. its 
completed by the GEMP.the bed storage capacity is 210 million 
will he connected with the channel cubic metres of water. The body of 
heing implemented by the General the dam is constituted of earth and 
Company for Irrigation humus. It will have two outlets on 
Construction (GCIC). The bagh'sides and a special irrigation 
dehydration work was completed outlet with 7-kilometre channel. 
with locally made vertical pumps The completed part of the 
installations and know-how. with a project constitutes 95 percent of 
high degree of efficiency. The earth-removing works, 70 percent 
GCIC has completed the greater of the digging works for the 
part of the work on the channel. irrigation outlet 
and will complete the rest by the all of 
end of 1982. The GEMP has also the river bed to its eastern bank. 
carried out the major part of earth Removed earth of the two outlets, 
filling. which will form the body of so far. amounted to 200.000 cubic 
the dam. metres. This is in addition to filling 

The project site is located 25 and removing earth. construction 
kilometres northeast Lattakia. It of roads and 
includes irrigation and drainage temporary period during the work. 
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EFFORTS TO DEVELOP TRANSPORT SECTOR DISCUSSED 


Damascus SYRIA TIMES in English 10 Sep 81 p 3 


[Text ] 


The transport sector is 
considered one of the most 
smportant of services sector in 
any country. Owing to this 
fact. transport facilities in 
Svria have heen given special 
priority. 

Since 1974 when _ the 
Ministry of Transport was 
established, it has drawn up 
plans to develop and organize 
means of transportation by 
devoting attention to all three 
means of transport: air. lard 
and sea. 

In the course of the 
impiementation of its plans and 
programmes, the Ministry of 
Transport aims to utilize all its 
possible potentials. The 
Ministry also worked cct a 
plan to carry out transpert 
projects. included in the fourth 
and fifth 5-vear plans. 

In the field of railways, the 
Ministry of Transport exerted 
efforts to ensure the best 
services to passengers whose 
number totalled 1.5 million in 
1980. The amount of goods. 
transported through = the 
railways. has increased from 2 
million tonnes in 1979, to 2.5 
million in 1980. It is 
anticipated that this figure will 
gradually increase in response 
to the urgent need to use 
railways together with the 
other means of transport for 
the transportation of goods 
and passengers. 


The Ministry is working 
hard to construct new railways 
and of improved quality to 
meet the increasing need for 
transportation. particularly 
the general 


elopment are 
completed, the tot. length of 
Syrian railways wl be 2,466 
kms. Among Svyria’s most 
important railway projects are: 

— The railway between 
Lattakia and Qamishli. The 
length of this project is 750 
kms. It was constructed at a 
cast of LS 208 million. it was 
put into operation early this 
vear. This project links the 
north-east part of Syria with 
the port of Lattakia. 

— The railway line which 
links Homs with Damascus. 
The cost of this project is 
estimated at about LS 363 
million. It is expected that the 


207 kms-long railway will be 
completed by the end of 1983. 
— The railway which links 
Homs with the phosphate 
mines via the village of Mhine. 
The total length of this railway 
line is 165 kms. It is now going 
through the final stage of 
construction. This LS172 
million railway line will carry 
phosphate from the interior of 
Svria to the Tartous port 
through the city of Homs. 
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— Another important 
railway project currently being 
carried out aims to operate the 
Aleppo-Hama-Homs _railway 
line. The cost of this 230 kms 
project is estimated at LS 211 
Syrian 


project. 

In addition to the foregoing 
projects. there is a number of 
railway projects in the east and 
north governorates of the 
country. Some of these minor 
projects have been completed 
and some are still under 
construction. 

The Ministry of Transport is 
considering the possibility of 
constructing three railway 
lines to link Deir ez-Zour with 
Abu Kamal, Lattakia with 
Tartous and Palmyra with Deir 
ez-Zour. 

The Ministry of Transport 
has also signed contracts with 


consumption or exportation. It 
has also held training courses 
for employees working in the 
railway service and developed 
its employment system. 








With regards to the Hijez 
railway which links Syria with 
Saudi Arabia through Jordan. 
a report on the economic 
importance of this project was 
discussed by the conference of 
Arab Transport Ministers 
which was held recently in 
Rivadh. The governments 
concerned decided to give it 
priority over the local projects 
of each of the countries 
concerned. 

Ports and harbours have 
likewise been given much 


attention by the Ministry of 
Transport in order to develop 
them and to find solutions for 
the problems impeding their 
efficiency. 

The Lattakia harbour has 
been supplied with modern 
machinery including lorries. 
tractors. pilot vessels and 
cranes. 206 ships in 1980 
anchored in Lattakia. Three 
million tonnes of goods were 
carried through the harbour of 
which 2.5 million tonnes were 
imported goods. Several 
construction projects are being 
carried out at the Lattakia 
harbour. They include an LS 4 
million project to improve 
passenger quays and another 
project to build more 
warehouses. 

In regard to the Tartous 
port. the General Company of 
Major Projects is now 
constructing pavements and 
vards and setting .up service 
buildings. A total of LS 328 
million has been allocated for 
the carrving out of these 
projects. More than five 
million tonnes of goods were 
carried through the Tartous 
port of which 1.5 tonnes were 
exported goods. The Ministry 
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of Transport plans to enlarge 
and develop the Tartous port 
to make it capable of receiving 
large ships. 


Moreover, a number of ports 
are heing built for picnic and 
fishing purposes. These include 
the one which will be 
established in Lattakia on an 
area of 12 hectares. This port 
is due to be put into operation 
soon. Two other similar ports 
are under construction § in 
Banias and Jeblah. The 
projected port of Jeblah. 
however. will also be used for 
commercial purposes. These 
two ports are scheduled -to be 
completed in 1982. 

The Svrian Navigation 
Company will purchase four 
ships in addition tothe three 
ships it now owns. 

This foregoing survey of 
Svria’s achievements in the 
field of transport is an example 
of the rapid development 
taking place in Syria in all 
fields of life. 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET LOAN FOR RAILWAYS--Damascus, (ST)--The Syrian government has recently rati- 
fied the economic agreement between Syria and the Soviet Union. The agreement 

was signed in Moscow on May 14, 1981. According to the agreement, the Soviet Un- 
ion is to offer Syria a 10-year loan of 40 million rubles for the financing of the 
following projects: 1. building a 150 km railway between Deir ez-Zour and Abu 
Kamal; 2. building a 90 km railway between Tartous and Lattakia, and a 10 km minor 
railway leading to the Tartous Cement Factory; 3. preparing a study for governmental 
farms projects at the Euphrates' center which will cover an area of 4,000 hectares; 
4. preparing a study for the economic and technical feasibility of the use of hy- 
dro-electric resources; and 5. constructing vocational training centers and a tech- 
nical institute. According to the agreement, Syria will pay back its debt in its 
products. [Text] [Damascus SYRIA TIMES in English 10 Sep 81 p 2) 


INDUSTRIAL EXHIBIT IN LIBYA--Damascus, (ST)--The Syrian industrial exhibition in 
Libya has been very successful. Sales at it amounted to $50 million and contracts 
signed there are expected to total $500 million, according to the Minister of In- 
dustry, Dr. Hussein Qadi. The exhibition was opened on September 20. Libya, which 
has 3 million inhabitants, besides a number of foreign employees and workers, is an 
important market. It is also a centre for third-country trade, because of its 
exports to many African countries. The exhibition was held during the anniversary 
of the Libyan Revolution. It was organized in cooperation with Libyan officials 
who helped to make it a success. Libyan people and firms were encouraged to sign 
contracts for imports from Syria. The popularity of Syrian goods proved their high 
quality and the skill of Syrian craftsmanship. Exhibitors also had the chance top 
acquaint themselves with the requirements of Libyan markets and coordinate with 
trade firms there for meeting their requirements. Dr. Qadi said that the most im- 
portant products displayed were textiles, carpets, refrigerators, various metal 
products and handcraft items. [Text] [Damascus SYRIA TIMES in English 28 Sep 81 


p 2] 


TRADE AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH LIBYA--Tripoli, (SANA)--A commercial cooperation agree- 
ment has been signed here between Syria and Libya within the framework of strengthen- 
ing bilateral economic and commercial relations which was stressed by the Syrian 

and Libyan Ministers of Industry following their recent meeting in Damascus. The 
agreement includes the following points according to which commercial exchange 

and economic cooperation are to be made: 1. The Syrian side is to provide a 

list of its various products, and to specify the quantities which can be exported 
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to Libya. The Libyan side shall specify its requirements of these products accord- 
ing to Libya's 1982 budget. 2. The Syrian side is to carry out a study on the 
possibility of developing its products, to meet the requirements of Libyan markets 
of various goods. The Libyan side will grant Syrian products priority of import 
over other Arab goods. 3. A joint follow-up committee will be set up. It will 
hold regular meetings in the capitals of the two countries. It will submit reports 
to the Syrian Minister of Industry and the Libyan Secretary of Economy. 4. The 
two sides will increase direct relations between firms of the two countries, and seek 
to sign long-term contracts. It was also agreed that representatives of firms from 
both countries would meet in the near future in Damascus to make practical arrange- 
ments for signing trade contracts. [Text] [Damascus SYRIA TIMES in English 5 Oct 
81 p 2] 
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